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To their delegates for SuDOS

To all members of the SEDOS group

Thie week:

ASSEMBLY OF GENER:ALS: The missing background documents are included for
reference; plsase note that the Assembly substituted the term ifire
brigade" by "mobil team" and that the Institutes were unanimously accept-

CALENDRIER: This lis could be useful for the Franch
speaking world. It s by Fr. Haramburu omi. The

Secretariat would we!

DEVELOPMENT : The report of the mecting of May 22, 1970 shows how naturale
1y miscionaries it into development process —— now recognized as the ceafi-
tral challenge of contemporary man,

FORMATION: This statement of policy on the training of vyo
prepared by the White Fathers, confirms the crientations taken by the
VWorking Group.

ung missionaries

EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE: Agenda for the next mceting.

BY DOCUMENTS: An intercsting seriee of "fact sheets® about cach of 1350
countrles.
DIARY
PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLCOWING DATIS:
BXECUTIVE COMMITTEL 17 =6 ~ 70 09,00 Secretariat
DEVELOPMENT H 19 ~ 6 ~ 70 16,00 Generalate CFX

Sincerely yours,

Benjamin Tonna

Executive Secrotary,.
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 1 a)ffSED0S s abic to set up. 1xst5 w;th the vames' of communlcatlon

3,b}“ The “Cathollc Meala Councml“ wiould be able to give agvace for com~

"'iﬁfﬁ

':§) _'ED S is ab1L to support the Qxecut1ve Secrctarlate of tne ”Cathol

”b)- The ”Catholzc Medla Counc&l“ is ablc ta 1nform Smbosmmembﬁrs per—f

'Exchan e of ex erts and ex eraences.;ﬁ-'

RN & o would be very useful to 1nform ail SEﬁGS members rouﬂé tﬁc wmrld whc
“are engaged in mass media work'about the tasks and -aims. of the “Catholxc
';Medza Couﬂcml" and to make them avaxlabie for co-aperatzve work. A

'Traznlng _-~-:.

 ﬁ:In contact Wlth the "Cathollc Med;a Councml" and the 1nternatlonal
Catholic Media Organizations {ocic, UNDA, UCIP) SEDOSshould work: out;

'mass medla and 1n communlcatzons research as. soon as possxble.- That

CMedia CouncilM in ‘setting up archlves of all ‘Catholic communlcatlon
___Janxwlt;gs, ‘especially of thca@ whlch bave b@en reallzed by the b
-* m1ss1onary congregatlcns. B S o S e

Coomanently about the future tendencics in media plannlng on world
Tevels about C”mm&dlcatlﬁﬂ prodectsin spec1a1 developing areas:

. endowed by ﬁon—Cathollc—zﬁstltatlcns and: agenc1es, ‘about’ the engzneer-
~ding progress of new communication facilities and. devclwpments such

- as e,g.-satellate ﬁommunlcatlcn and cassette telev;szcn.;”'-- SRS

. .specialists: and mass media - experts of" their member congregatzons 1n
;developlng ‘countrics. In one form or ‘another the' “Gatnolzc Media
-ﬁCcunczl" ‘would contact these persons. “For the eva;uatxon of - concraig
“media’ projects . funded by Catholxc voluntary agenc1es in spec1al
"“aJdGV@loPlng arcas. --_,;,”_ : SRR e :

ﬁj:mun:catlon progccts oF sgbeswmembcrs in the Third Yorids. to procure
- the cxperiences of non! Cathollc agenczes in. estanllshing communlcatio
“facilities in single regionsi: to ‘give: backgrcund data on the: wider:
©surroundings’ ‘of the communication field in. ‘which: projects: are inserted
“to make available the. cpanxon of expcrts on prlorltles and technzcal
*-1mp11cat10ns.._u-:: il i o B S N P

detailed’ plans for training competent members. of thelr communities ;n




% in the frame of the missionary work of his/her own congregation

3INGS 70/452

means co-oporative endeavour, but masscd concentration in the different

eopictics on cortain media sections. Lt should bo thoe purpose of this
~ffort in the noar fulburc at the Church®s disposal team
i i c br asting —y

of eXﬂericnced Cindependont mal media -, PYess -
' : ' f ical and
is conncction

reloning cu¢;Lr“”S, n this

fhvnrori_uL
the main proposal ie the reasl abhle dream of <

Mase modia fire—brigedo:

This idea first was cutlinced by Dre Orto LKaspar one oo Lhe _
the Sxecutive board of rhe "Catholic Media Council®e He rcported on
it to SEDOS and perceived a good rascnance put the follow-up got stuck .

w emnll tcam of Cﬂwmqﬂ“rltWOIQ experts

Mass media Flro-bold 3 = 3
sith high professional standard, mach of them ie deployed but They adim
pgczallzed in different media — are iy their team To assign T SXe
ceptional opl vations. Morc and more such a flying fipe-brigade is
needed in C}urchmrelated communications Work for research and establis!
meqt of new media facilities ip the starting phasce It w1“l‘not he a
fund the training and the different ompLUJ nte ne
petent and independent men with quick mobil Lja Only
ere are able to make quch & team available to the Chd
N4

{

K, Hollere.
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ASSEMBLY OF GENERALS

May 30, 1970

Dear Father Tonna,

We would like to make application 10 jein the organization SEDOS.
furing the past yead, & foyr mophere of our Congregation have
attended SEDOS meetings held here in Rome and we were convinced
that it would be advantageous for us to ask for membership.

e are an intermational congregation of about 11,000 Sisters with
missions located in the fellowing areas:

Europe: Germany, Austria, Italy, Poland, Hungary,
Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Rownanla,
East Berlin

North America: Canada, United States, Puerto Rico

Central America:l Guatemala, Honduras

South America: Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, Chile, Bolivia,
Peru

Agial Japan, Rykukyu Islands, fyam and Rota

Africa: Liberia (We will open our first foundation in

October this year.)

Recently Brother Vincent Gottwald, FSC,; addressed our General

Council and Brother José Pablo, FSC, speke to our General Chapter

of the missionary activities of their congregation and both of them
stressed the great work being done by SEDUS. Hence we are keenly
interested in joining this organization. We hope O receive a favorable
reply to our request for admission.

Very sincerely yours,

Mother M. Georgianne, SSND The Generalate
General Superior School Sisters of Notre Dame
Via della Stazione Aurelia 55
00165 Roma, Italia
Tel.: 6.222.002
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3 Maz YE70

-

Mon Révérend Pére,

Aprés avoir pris connaissance des diverses activités, des buts et des
méthodes du SEDUS, ainsi que des cbligations auxquelles sont tenus ses
membres, appréciant tous les services rendus par cette Association,; et
désireuses ¢ apporier ia comtriburion, 3t modeste cait-slle, de notre
Congrégation & cet organigme d'Eglise, nous avons bien 1*'honneur de vous
demander officiellement 1l'adhésion au SEDOS de la Congrégation des

Religieuses du Sacré-Coeur.

Dans 1l'attente d'une réponse favorable et en vous exprimant le souhait
de notre Congrégation d'&tre un membre loyal et dévoue du SEDOS, nous
vous prions de croire, mon névérend Pére, a toute notre religieuse

gratitude.

Casa del Sacro Luore
Via Nomentana 118
00161 Roma
Tel: 857.51 3-856.022

B. Hapier AsG.
Secrétaire Geénérale
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CALENDRIER DES SESSIONS, CONGRES ET RETRAITES. 1970
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Session de recyclage dec missionnaires, CHARTRES,

Retraite de quatre jours. Prétres et Fréres. CLAJART. Pére
Bertrand sj.

Retraite de gquatre jours. Frétres er lalcs. HAUTMONT , 509
MOUVAUX. Pére Rogé.

Stage de pastorale organisé par le C.F.E.Il. & Negent - gur Har..~
Evelil et soutien du lafcat en mission.

Retraite de huit jours. aves les pritres des groupes "Evangile

et dission”. CLAMART. Pére Laplace sj.

Session pour les missionnaires travaillant en milieu rural.
Théme: "Evangélisation et développement™

Séminaire de la dission de France, 94 -~ FONTENAY sous BOIS.
Session d'initiation audio-visuelle avec école de 1tImage et
école du Diaporama. RODEZ,

Session de formation permanente OMI de plus de 45 ans 50LIGRAC.
Session de trois semaines organisée & Paris par 1'T.R.F.E.D.
Théme: "Btude du développement"

4? conférence régionale de 1'0.I.E.C. Proche et Moyen-Urient,

& Rome - Théme: "Apport de l'enseignement au développement deg
pays®

Séminaire organisé par L'AMAR [Association médico-psycholo—d'aide
aux religieux)

Théme: "La participation dans la vie Commune"

SEMAINE SOCIALE (session internaticnale) a Dijon' (21)

Théme: "Les pauvres de la société riche"

5° assemblée internationale des CATE CLUBS, & Lille (session de
formation catéchétique audiovisuelle, 1° cycle)

5° assemblée internationale des Caté CLUBS A ANGERS (session

de formation catéchétique audiovisuelle, 2° cycle)

Session "Bible et Catéchése": "Annoncer Jésus-Christ aujourd'huit
Paris. Animation: PP. Le DU, PIERRON et DENIS

Retraite de trente jours pour prétres et fréres. CLAMART. Pére
Laplace sj.
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6 - 9
9 - 14
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Session d'initiationlinguistique "Afrique et langage & BIEVRES
(91°)
Session de formation & la pastorale liturgique; ANGERS.

du Diaporama. FPARIS.

Session "Wie Nouvelle" pour jeunes pensant partir en coopération.
Théme: le Développement; Région Parisienne.

Session "Wie Nouvelle" pour étudiants et stagiaires du Tiers-
Monde

Stage "Couperation” pour les jeunes en instance de départ dans
un pays du Tiers~iMonde, organisé par le C.F.E.I. & Nogent-Marne.
Session pour catéchistes d4'adolescents et jeunes adultes
déficients mentaux profonds (17-25 ans) organisée par le service
de Pédagogic Catéchétique Spéciaiisee.

Université d'été du centre 5t Dominique. LA TOURETTE, EVREUX 69—
L'ARE RESLE. Théme: "Pauvreté d'Evangile, combat pour 1‘'homme®
Rencontre internationale du MIDADE, & Monaco~1. Session de
formation (20-30 juillet) - 2 Assemblée générale. Théme: *La
révélation dans le Mouvement - las enfants non chrétiens et les
chrétiens non catholiques-éducation des enfants & la paix®

Route internationale PAX CHRISTI, A Fribourg (SUISSE). Théme:
"Le pluralisme au service de la paix®.

Université d'été du Centre St Dominigque. Théme: "l'homme, cet
incormu®

Session organisée par le C.F.E.I. Théme: "Dialogue avec les
autre religions"

Retraite de huit jours, avec les prétres du Cosur de Jésus 59-
MOUVAUX; Pére Hardy.

Session d'initiaticn & l'Acticn Catholigue pour les missiomnaires

au 17 rue de l'Assomption Paris 16°

Congrés international des FOCOLARI (Mariapoli) & DIJON (21}

Route internationale, grand pélérinage des CUMPAGNONS DE 5t
FRANCOIS, & St-Jacques de Compostelle. Théme: "Foi et amour

danz ma vie".

PELERINAGE NATIONAL FRANCAIS, & Lourdes, organisé par l'Association
de N.D. du Salut.

Europe 70. Route internationale pour les ainés des mouvements
SCOUTS ET GUIDES DE FRANCE, & Strasbourg.




6 ~13
12 - 17
24 ~ 3

24 -~ 29
25 -~ 4
St =-15
3 -~ 3/10:
25 -25/5 :
24 ~ 29 .
SEPTEMBRE
1 -18/12;
1 -5 s
7 -i3
13 -19 :
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Université d'été du centre St Dominique. Théme: Wieu est-il
utile?"
Session organisée par "Economie et Humanigme® I.LA SAULSAIE

"Initiation Scciclogigquen

: Université §'été du centre St-Dominique. Théme: “Spiritualité

Session d'Ecriture Sainte O.M.I. & 1a Brosse Montceaux.
Retraite de dix jours pour prétres et Fréres. CLAMART. Pare
LAPLACE si.

Session de trois semaines organisée & Paris par 1'I.R.F.E.D.
Théme: "Etude du développement®

Sesgion d'initiation médicale & l'usage des missionnaires et
de leurs ccllaborateurs, organiséac par la Faculté libve de
Médecine de Lille.

Session de resscurcement théologique suivi d'une retraite a
OBOURG (Belgique)

Session dlinitiation & 1l'Action Catholique pour les missionnaires
au 17 rue de l'Assomption Paris 16°

Session nationale deg futurs coopérants (et coopérants mili-
taires organisée par INTERSERVICE, & Lyon

Retraite de Mazenod. Rome.

"Meraleen chrétientés nouvellesii. Session organisée a4 LYON sous
la direction du Pére Martelet Sje

Stage de pastorale organisé par le C.F.E.I. Eveil et soutien

du lafcat en mission - Nogent ~ sur sarne.

Session sur le "Catéchuménat, dimension de 1'Eglise missionnaire
sous la direction du Pére Guillard. BIEVRES 91

entre le Congrés des moralistes de langue francaise organisé par

13 et 20

28 - 4

21 - 26
28 - 7

-

1'A.TeE.M. (Association de Théologiens pour 1'étude de la morale),
& Dreux (28) - Théme: "Le Divorce"

Session €lémentaire pour catéchistes dlenfants ayant des troubles
de la personnalité, organisée par le service de Pédagogie
Catéchétique Spécialises

Session de dynamique de groupe 91 BIEVRES.

Retraite de huit jours avec les prétres des groupes "Evangile

et mission "CLAMART. Pére Laurent 53
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OCTOBRE

et dse i)

1 -~ 8% : Réunion du CONSETI, DES LAICS, A Rome.

12 =16 : Retraite de quatre jours: "Evangile et Libération de 1'hommen
douvaux. FPére Coicne.

18 Journée MISSIONKAIRE UNIVERSELLE.

5-15/12 4 grace THECLCGIQUE dihiver organicé par lc centve St-Dominique

2% - 28 : Assemblée plénigre de 1'EPISCOPAT a Lourdes - Théme: ¥Les

chemins de la foi et la croissance de 1'Eglise dans iles réalitésg
humaineg®,

Longreés naticnal des DIRECTEURS DE PELERINAGE DE FRANCE a
Toulouse - Théme: "Pélerinage - foi et vie"

-
[AVEES |

-

NOVEMBRE

Vacances Etats généraux de 1'AUMONERIE DE L 'ENSEIGNEMENT PUBLIC
de la ~Ihéme: “Le Langage totaln

toussaint

9 - 13 : Retraite de quatre jours destinée aux prétres. MOUVAUX. Michel
QUOIST,

18 ? Quéte amnuelle du SECOURS CATHOLIQUE.

23 - 27 1 Retraite de quatre jours pour prétresg et fréres. CLAMART,
Pére GERARD sj.

30 i journée d'étude: “Le prétre et l'actualité politique et sociale"
MOUVAUX. Pare Heckely,

DECEMBRE
14 « 18 : Retraite de GrEtre Jours destinée aux prétres. SMOUVAUX. Pére
i Ganivet,

27 -~ 31 : Retraite de quatre jours pour prétres et fréres. CLAMART,
Peére LAPLACE.

Vacances Session élémentaire pour catéchistes d'enfants aveugles et mal
voyants, organisée par le service de pédagogie Catéchétique
spécialigée.

4°trimestre: Session €lémentaire pour catéchisteg d'enfants en situation

scolaire et sociale difficile organisée par le service de Pédagogie
Catéchétique Spécialisée.

JANVIER

2 ~16 : Stage de recherche théclogique, au Centre St-Dominique; "Jésus,

sauveur des hommes®,
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From the Secrohoriat:

[T TS I A SO

Fr. 3. Yornna and sc Capos,

Tho Chai“ndr irntroduced the folloving visitor and new memberns

)

Se VP . Je Mool ty, pa, who

Fr. Melulty Founded the

TPV N
i\..l\_d\..“1 Lt

Te names of thrse FKQ Agricultural
sts who, he folt, should met

> Ual,. dominoar:

ié"ﬁvi L}L; LHLUHT': o0 =i

. - . - . . 4
a. Dr- C. Insfran Guerrerns (G Coops + Credit Spocialist)

that thoy should be suggested
invitod,

alao rocoive an invitotion,

Heoorts of tho 00 Task Foroe [DCU meotings of 18 April and
13 tay had boon circuloted ©a 211 mombers provicusly, bringing
them up-to-date on the or gress of the planning of the Seminar.
IL wes agrecd that an offort ke made o find persans heforo
the summer whn uou7d serve os moderators and as recordors
during the DCUS, egarding tho neod for experts on group
dynamice for trﬁinlng of noderators of the working groups
bofore the sceninor takes piace, names sugonstoed were:

1) Fr. Andre Benaud, omi and 2 Fr. Michel, omi. Fr. Hubanig
will contoct bath of them, and iF they are unable to hel pous,
perhzns they can refer us to somoone who car,

-

The DCUS Task Force will meet with Fr. van den brics on fay 26,
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SEDOS-MISERE LA Perconnel Develop
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ement has now been signad by y HIBEREDR, and 2 revisad

as agreed at the u@w mecting of 3 April, anc
i Goneralo ates, has been
Extra copies of
have b critowi
thie Sulietin o : W0 are asked to contact
the Uedos Secretariat for any fur“huf coples they may need,
spocifying dn whot langu&ne(s}:_ copres in Unglish and French

P Bomedai

SOV Lo

a2 Joneralats e85, w

LT . [ S T .
ek il T DGR

It should be noted that the fund is now gnly for specialis ts,

and that applications must be ccoompanied by a statemcnt Tron
the Susorior C@ﬁﬁ“&l or the Jishon's Con*@r&ncc that the

applicant will be "made nu”WWTH?P it : Fiela o
Cleir Ttroining to the Dishaops! ConFforence {ur in snoecial coses

-y

to 2 Bishop ar group of i h@ s} after the coursc”

Tho traiming of alists would come under separate projects
to be forwarded dire ctly to UISEREOR by the cahg“egﬂtiam

concerned,

Two new scholarship applications have been
lndonesie. and one from the Philipnines ) and
Jro. Sottwald, Fr. Schotis is screening thoem.

At apnlication has also hoen roceivec for funds Tor a’Seminay
for Training in Ccmmunlt/ Develogment in the Philippines, and
this will be recommencde to BWISEAEQR as a special plmgect.

1t was suggested thot when tho D takes up its meetings again
in September, it should hava cn its agenda Ythe training of
people, and warlk ing with Bishops? Conferences” for discussinn
e monbers ,

g
bt

LJQP.LtlL_ CORE LN

L S .._, .

As tgreed at the last 1D mvetﬂmm, the chairmen of G0 anc
HBSE mot to consider a type of newsletter ar bulletin to be

issued periocuically, as needed, for dinternal (Scdos) and
external 01rcu1a?lgn If poch wmrkiﬂm group produced dits
own "relensaes", as suggestoed Qy the VUGBC chai ringn, 1t was feltf

by the V8D that the%e would have to be a coerdinator and
advice vwould be needed o the Sedos Secreta w1at as to what
should and what ahGUlP net oo into this new type bulletin,

It was decided thot or, Panevska would contoct Fr. Mills,
acting chairman of tho JGE5EC in the absencae of Fr, Perluny, to
ask if one or two mombors o7 the UG could sit im at their
next meeting,
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G 3 . : T
that thore should be B0 prmas ruleavf

a0 Fo .

i ner it is plamncd <o have o nress
dune 1gthj,

2} Coand Tho et F

The Tosk Forco reports arc not reaching the Generalates
the 25 to whether reaymds 3V these reporcs

should oo din fhe weeikly hulleting?

rhe JEE0 ke given an assurance that they would cover the publin
glations and Rrost relecsss for the 00U Soninar,

5, {;&JNLJUL,T/\TIG{' ? KL’J" J Tf\LrL.

CTL AL MeCormacik afrhmntmnﬂ th? ,Q?w 1 2”*?‘:2 eting of the

Continuity Committes of the Suno-Table, and ke
reporied that ot ghis meeting grootor collabaration betucon
iﬁternatiuna] Crganizations mlosionary arganizetions was
5 ngly recommended, The WGD group felt thot the torlc
FJO Congress could be the s ree the Senprolo

ring point whe
i

i
iz offer of oo aanration,

FE e, LA b
cash in CHroUn

ho Excoutive Conmitton a*rﬁwﬂ thot Sedos should apply for
menbership in the Jroup of Zuropean non=protit service agencies,
48 recommended by tha won, The application has now boen Filed,

NO nRwWS nes yot bee. SECELven on oany Torthcoming meetings, sto,

MERCUTIve Ornre aGk Fr. 1, Hﬂramburu, omi,

to resort on the tnplications of tho TMUuﬁP request Tor Sedos

representatiog atnantin , Nnoan Mbscsruer-.
But this ma all un the terms of referenrce of the
Developmon+

G. pthgx“itemsVincludiﬁgh&ate‘anu cgends of ogxtumcetinw
Ul il Panouskn said she would he gut ~F Rome fram 3lst Moy to
clet dune, and Fropm JIst July Lo 3lst August, Puring her abscnce
Fr. Ochotte woulg be ecting chairman and should bo contocted

for business Lancerning the VG0,

Next meeting to take place on Friday June 1Sk, 1970 at 4 D,
at the ofx Beneralotn,

Lo Aelaticnship Justice 4 Poace /Sedos
. AL Follow-up

3. C¢udwt Uniorn Seminar Follow-up

4. MNICCERECR

Agerice ;
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Letter from the Ganeral Council te all Wihito

the tenceral Council sent a letter addressed
zome White Fatherg?,

o

February
s @

o i Y orebh
te "ALl those training to b

Thz gtafents o VSl Cantre have received s typed copy signed by all the
members of the Council, The letter was sent in one of the two officia:l
languages of tho Scoiety to our international Centres and in the language
of the country concerncd o our National Centres,

e
("
.
|19

ROfligry &m2m 970

You are préeparing yourselves to serve the Mission of the Church in Africa,
in 1} lety of the White Fathers, In rhig WAY you are commithi your
future by o Ving it comgletely te God and tn hise action in the histcry of

magkind, And this future, vhich iz the wealth of every young man, you have
every right to know what it hetds in stere for you in committing vourselives in
this way in missicnary'Societya 4T the wiad of the Madria meeting, we had

made up our mind to write this letter to you so as to give you as straight-
forward an answer asg Pcssible to this question that deep down, sach one of
you mist be asking: "What is exnected nf me in or IC szorve Lo Africa
TOomorrow?",

You do not want us to the bush., MYor do wz intend Yo do so,

Realism in face of the I be one of the first missionary qualities,

Are we not the heirs of a fign, an apostle who seldom minced his words in
his day the demands of theip vocation?

telling the future missionarice of
Far from discouraging peopie, expericnce has shown that the clear, objec-
tive and demanding language of Cardinal Lavigeric had em the contrary
attracted manys " What T need now', he wrote fo a Superior of a Major
Seminary in 186%, "arc men, men imbued with the apostolic spirit of courage,
faith, and self=sacrifice, coming to join the workere of the first hour,

As a matter of fact, I canrnot promise them any of the things that the werld
offers, neithep wealth, nor greatness,; nor human delights: byt quite the
contrary, poverty, selfusacrifice, all the dangers of a country almost
wnknown and until now inaccessgible and perhaps at the erd of all that the
death of a martyr, But, Iet me tell you it .s precisely this that: gives
me the confidence that My appeal will - heard !

In spite of the differcnce in the historical position, it is astonishing
to record how much such an 4ppeal is right up to date in its quality,
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Ve must be able to hearkon “nce more to such language, if we really are

men, men at their bect.
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iz no From now the mission is the time fov
iit ' cultural origi y
come the time of o)

i to the young Churches, as well
as with rog Sy as yet untouched by evangelisa-
ticn, Cnly tho nvirced of this will feel at home in
our Society. ispassicnately the inferences from
this. Thus, we have ne right to impose arbpitrarily on Africa the question-

able thi:
be all ri

e of our native couritries, Becolesiastical structures which may
t in Duwrope or dmerica are not by that very fact alone suited to
¥ ¥

Africa, & way of living the priesthood which may Do oquite appropriate in

certain Burcpean or American environments (workers-pri

ests, part-time pricsts

etc) is not by that very fact and of necessity appropriate in the Africa

of today. We must be fully aware of this, Otherwise, we shall give rise to
a sort-of spiritual neoccolonialism , which Africa docs pot want at any price!
This is what Cardinal Zoungrana asserted recently at the Bishops Symposium
in Kampala: "Let us say it quite plainly: our own being must not be bestowed

o us from outside,
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And why not say it straight out, since it is true., 4 genuinely realistic
missionary formation, and consequently one that is respectful of others,
should lead you to live and work faitkully, sircerely and even readily,

within structures that you would not perhaps take kindly to in vo %

i -- b P
country. Adaptation, and the Porgetfulness of self that all adaptation
LONNON 3 P " " oy o Dmga mem P L A [N Y PP % o 1A
implies, must go as far as that., Doss that mean to say that wo should
hate wmathing o covtnt g -i:.n, and that the nm'i::rr thirng ascked of uve would bhe
wmve nothing to contribute, and that the only thing aekad of us 1}

to be purely passive?Y Certainily not! To be mindful of others is to respect
them as they are, but it is also to enrich them as far as lies in our DOWEY o
But then, we have nc right to impese from above the ideas that we think are
good: we can only put them forward in a friendly way as servants of
African Church, while waiting for Africans themselves to make them their cwn
- after all iz said and done, they are the best judges of what is good for
themselves. It is quite posgible that the Africans may never adopt themj

we must accept that, right from the start.

i

r"i'

We have chesen to spend our lives in this realistic attituds in the face of
the apostolic needs, both of the present day and of the foresceable future,
without limiting our activity to any definite area ? It is a choice which
has been made from the outset, and one to which we are determined tobe falith-—
ful., Often in the past, founders of local Churches, we had te do practic-—
ally everything., From now on, servants of local Churches, we mean to
continue to offer our services im the multifarious spheres in which they may

call upon our help.

There are in existence certain Societies, which specialize in teaching, in
madical work, or in some other kind of definite field of apostolate,

The primary specialisation of White Fathers is to face up to the multifaricms
activitics demanded by dinlogue with the non-Christian world, by an initial
evangelisation, cr by the service of a young Church, to the utmost of our
ability. Quite simply to do what must be done in any given situwation, that
ig our speciality. To have the strength of soul and the courage to accept

in such a case, & complete change in our activity from the very moment this
becomes necessary, To submit not to cwr own ideas or desires, nor even
always to our own personal charisms, buf rather to the pressing needs of the

apostolate.

The missionary vocation, such as we mean to live it in our Society, must at
the present time be an open and unconditional wvecation. Those who for the
sake of getting to Africa would surround their commitment with all sorts of
more or less compulsory conditions, would do much better to stay at home.
Because, in our case, putting ianto practice in reality and sincerely the
"all things to all men" not only in space but alsc in time, prohibits us
from holding a static view of our vocation, in community or as an individual,
in a dynamic world costantly exposed to change, and in which we must serve
day after day.
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It is sure that this way of looking at our response to the nissionary eall
of the Church imposes sn uz A Stripping of selfy, that can take us very far,
but today it must be the 2istinctive mark of our missionary v :

We have nothing nlse o osffor but certainty of hed

missionary nceds of the Church w- those will never be

Or Chicefly dedicated o personal

WIlEIn & vocntion v oa life aoloie
sanctification, it can be ceaglderad as quite normal to desiro to live and
attain God in keeping with one's own charismatn, and indeed +to set Uk, i
a certiin extent, rersconally or in community, the condit this 1

¥ o Ediastic establishments are typioal example of this,
In that sense, the response to such 3 vocation, can very largely be  cone
ditional, at times cven right down to certain details foreseen in advance,
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aAccept, apply ocurselves o, and to which we must ads
The missionary is a messenger, a man who goes out to meet
context. He hag not o adapt them to himself, but rather ada
1g someone who lives for God in living for nthers,
g eting with others that he must develop himself,
iles in other pecple, and other people for Codts g
v loved just as they are, and served for the sake of the Revela-
us Christ, while respecting the culturce and social, political or
structurces vhich are theirs; but which are also in constant
S respect which derives from the knowledge nd clearsighted love
of that wonderful, uiparalleled variety of humanity auech ae the Crentor of
this world intended it, An essentinl of the missicnary charism is this
forgetfulness of selfy, this boundless and friendly respect for things and
people, this will fo cerve by witnezss and ministry, by simply modasty hafore
' i ' but with depth in faith and strength
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This is just telling you that in the present circumstances, for a Society
Like curs and consequently the people in it, the important thing is to bo
available. And that must stand cut deliberately in all our mentality,

The mission today and  in particular the sarvice of young Churches requires
this mystique of availability, It is morcover the attitude that God has
alvayes demanded in his servants right down through the History of Salvation,
It was the attitude of the Patriarchs: "It was by faith that JAbraham obeyed
the call to set out for a country that was the inheritance given to him and
hig descendants, and he set out without knowing where he was going"

( Heb. 11,8), Likewise of the Prophets: "Whom shall I send? Vho will be
our messenger? I answered: Hore I am, zend me" Isaiah, €,8). And of the
Apostle: "What am I to do, Lord?" (St. Paul on the road to Damascus,icts
22,10}. and that of zo many saints right down through the history of the
Church, Now, we are, in the History of Salvation, the heirs and continuers
of these great nessengers.  Like them, you must be available, if you really
want to be, today and to-morrow, worthwhile apostles,
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Anyone whe is not ready to forget self in the face of Cod's call, who speaks
te us through events and ap postolic nee anyone whe is not ready to give
the point of wview of ctharq priority over his OWn, such A one 15 a0t ready

o serve da Afvica today,
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T Lo Muture, we have only one
L aiwayve have a task to fulfi as scrvant of the Church
h

ity £o
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and as witness ¢ risen Christ, provided that he is always available and
disinterested; that this task will not aiways be o2asy, and will at times be
very demanding:  bui to fulfil it, he T newer b alovn, and con count on
the inventive and fraternal solidarity of the Society in Wthh he dedicates
himself,

This availability in face oP thg faots 1 an open programme. It is also a
; bt WG Whad ruguirse of you a mamarn, apostolic

and supernatural alit hat 1o one can get on the cheap,

2l inrly

First of ali and sound intellectual formatl icn, able to give cach one
the maximum potential, A basic theological formation, which goes to the
living sources {the Bikle, the Councils, Fathers of the Church, the present
Maa15ter1um3 capable of providing sach nnc the means 1o think out

" T sy g d oy e T g
the circumsiances where he

perscnally 1ad correctly his apos
is. And thess circumstances can bo V“”“Cd, Formation in the human SCLENCE,
allowing a screne and objective consideration of man and the environment
WHCrE We have to work, Historical formation giving the sonse of the relative
in culture throughout time and space. That is perhaps cne of the best
intellectual prnnav1t1@ns for the Mission. The siacorc regpect for and the
ght into ancthor ouliwre requires that we have this sense of
the relative. Formation in an international enviromment -— and we insist on
this more than over helps us alrol ly in acquiring it. It ig¢ not
sufficient to have a gond 6 7 Ty WO oSt above all know
make use of it in a way adapted to cach situation,

aympathotis in

Aty e
Wy how o

You realise to what extent the inrernaticonal character of our Socicty is g
unigue and fundamental aspect of our community life. But the desire *to be
truly internatic at the same time deceply united and fratornal Pro-—
fupposes the means of contact and dialogue. The location of our missicne in
Africa has decided for us the choice of Preach and English as official lari-
guages of the Socicty. The ideal would be that every White Father should
know both languages, In ANy case, those whose maternal language is ‘eithor
English or French should have a nouq knewledge of the other language.

For those who have another mother cngue they should be able to uge one of
the officizl languages as qu:Lctly asg possible and be able to understand
the other at least., We count on you to mnke sorious efforts in this direce
tion during the whole course of your formation,

So, it is your duty to do very earnestly the studies that you have to de,
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, these studies are not something final and complete, that you do
me for all, they can only be a serious preparation for that continuous
rmation, about which the

o Chapter spoke, In the preparatory studies we
carn how to learn, and we Fit ourselves to be able to benefit from the

[P T 2 A S P e et e
Lo SePVIidas L nlirocdy wd: vl e

g, that means that information ig part of your formation. There are

a certain number of news papers and African periodicals with information,
African pastoral reviews, etC... [t would be quite normal for you to take

~pt o2 community enkacvintion, ar 38 poesiblie a personal ong..case this would
be mush better. This would be one way of taking seriously this realistic
preparation for Africa, We must take the means. Information in print is one
of them,
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In the extension of that intellectual formation, you must be ready 'to under—
take any specialisation which might prove to be useful OF NECESSAry. Put i
such a specialisation ought to correspond to certain tastes —- and that must
be the place for dialogue —— it is clearly understcod that, in the White
Fathers, we do mot specialize just for the one and only reason that we have
2 mind to do so. Bach specialisation mast be undertaken in view of an Afri
or a need within the Society, cither present or foreseeable; and thi:
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is one of the roles of responsible authority to seck out, define and express
these needs, It must remain within the scope of our missionary vocation, nor
must it prevent the one who has got it from being available for other
apostelic work if circumstances reguire it, or if the need for such a special-
isation nc longer exists, whole man, which from Vatican II, this specialisa-
rion may urge us into arcas, not directly connected with the ministerial

sricsthoods such as,for example, the widcspread and varied field of develop-
ment, And therce, we must be rcagy to do, not what ‘pleascs us, but what 1s

useful, and anything and everything that is pzeful, In all these cases,our
service, responding to definite and cbjective necds, must bear a pastoral
meaning, It would not do at all for such a service to cause to vanish into
thin air our primary role as witnesses of the glad tidings of Salvation,

which has come to us through Jesus Christ, or that the pursuit of a secular
specialisation should be in the last resort but a £light from priestly obliga-—
tions., To restrict missionary activity solely to the sacramental ministry,

or to make a job in aid of development void of all strictly migsionary witness,
would revezl, both one and the other, a too short-sighted view of the salva-
tion of man., In fact, for a missionary, and particularly for a priest, an
involvement in the world can only be an invelvement in the ecclesial and
apostolic sense, i.e. as Sacrament of Christ in the worid. We are and we
continue to be witnesses, sent to proclaim and to bring the Salvation of God
to men, mo matter how 1t is done: by presence, by service, by witness, by
ministry.
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An intellectual formation, no matter how adapted it may be, would finally
have little value for an apostle if it was not acompained by a sound,
human, moral, and spiritual formation. Having to be by definition men—fore
others, you must mould yourselves in all those wirtucs of soriability w

Y 4-.__{"

ARG of a suitable man a likecable apostles openncssz, a mirmate thoughtfulness
for others, patience, serenity, a sense of responsability, optimism. o

We can tell you quite frankly: every time we come back from Africa, we are
more and more convinced of the irreplaccable value of these qualities of
character and sociability. In a world whore numan relations arce of such
ilmportance, and "where one thinke saed N SARES
is often as important as what is given. Tt is striking to see how the men
who "succeed" and who cxert an influence in Africa, are not always the most
intellectually endowad, but almost always those who are called good charace
ters: the scciable ones, the calm, the patient, the smiling ones, This is
e T S N - .

verifisd by all of o Wzt h thinking of

ottt Flhio mmaed ! bl s cme e
WLEN Thc noazpty man ;
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P heln this ing of
"Happy the wgentle, they shall have the earth for their heritage®,
{Matt. 5,4). There then is one of the esscatial aims of your formation: do
all vou can to acquire these basic qualitics of a4 miscicnary. Then through
this broad and deep vision of the salvation of the you will really be men-
for-cthers. You will be happy, and you will make others happy. Your

evangelical activity will be efficacious, and vour witness will be acceptad.

To be sure, all this does not come about in 2 day. But it is hore that our
commanity life must come fully into nlay: The community has ae its aim the
growth of cach member through a particular type of relationship which is
concerned with persons as such, whatever their qualities or their defects,
It thus fosters genuine human relations among its members, and this ip it-
self iz the best guarantos of a vorth i
(Doc. 414),

e . B e B e e, e
2t o o werthwhilo dmpact on other peoplel,

3 3 4 1, Tl e e T A T g e 4
Dialogue with the non-Chrietian world, 1ikce the ¥

foa young Chure i

SOV
requires this genuincne: - in human relations, this real impact on others,

Community life is a choice means for learning how to succeed in this,

That is why, in every centre of formation, this community life must be
lived in depth. At that stage, 1t certainly has an educative aspect.
It must be an essential path in vour personal formation. You must learn to
live in community, and you must know how to discern ite apostolic meaning
for your life tomoreow., Now, this is not something dore once and for all,
It is this discovery in depth that you must already make among yourselves.
In this respect, iiving in tcams, interchanges, are excellent means,

But you must alsc do it with the help of those who are precisecly placed at
your disposal in order to be of assistance in this task. If thoere are e
things that one discovers quickly on one's own —— and at times one must make
the discovery on one's cwn -— there are others that would take a long time -
To discover if onc did not kunow how to profit from the experience of others. .-
It is a wise thing thercfore not just tc accept the advicz of those who help -
¥ou, but also to solicit their advice, ’ :
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That is the reason why they are there, Learning to live in community is
also learning to be and to remain yourself in the company of others no
matter Who they may be. It means that you will be able to shoulder your

regponsabilities in any COMMUTity. Iv is Aua;uing to ke a realist befare
cthers, X ans that you will have sulficient communlly sense not to
Feel frustrated in a community where the di fference of age or outlock or
the demande of apestolic work moko things somowhat Jifficult.  Although
those responsibie at all levels in the Socicty strive to create the bost
possible conditions for commurlty life no one should expoct to find the:
ideal community whercover ho gocs Here again one must be a realist bee

And it is only by being realist that von will he able ta
ow missionaries what thoy are expecting from you, the

1
he commnity level.... and they are cxpocting much.

Form your charucicr, Pave your 1nd1Vldua¢ pursaqallty, but the genmaine

RN

willd koow That

ot e ~ i “’ R
you will makc an iupaqt no matter where or within what structure vou find
yourself,

Availability in presence of events, 2 humble, attentive approach to cultures
different from cur own, and all that is reguired in the formation of a
personality open to others: all this presupposes a very sound, epiritual
formation, TIn conclusion, we want to gtrogs this hat..

ever his perscnal and intcllectual qualitics, a man cannot be a real apostle
if he is not first and foremost & man of prayery an authentic belicover,

This was true yesterday, It is still truc today. And it will still be

true to-morrow. Mo doubt, the way to envisage and live out the anostolic,
spiritual life can vary from age to age and from J&ﬂeraawon to nﬁncration,
but the fact remaing., A White Fathors we b :

spiritual 1ife. It is a condition of our very engtence as apostles of
Jesus Christ, Consequently we must take the means. And each one of you
muast be able to take up this challenge and show that it is possibie to be
fully a man of his time, and at the same time a holy man according to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ,

int strongly, W

There is no question of considering spiritual life as a separate compartment
in one's 1ife. It iz a way of doing one's work as a cenvinced and conscicus
apostle, a way of living cach day before God and men, with God and men, for
God and men. The last Chapter stated it clearly cnough. You might read
over and meditate on this document on "The Apostelic Spiritual Life of a
White Father! (DOC. 615~638), This spiritual lifc does not come about all
by itself, without any effort. It is the fruit of a gracc which requires
our connivance. It can only be the rosult of a couragecus and steadfast
formation: "Train yourself spiritually", said Paul to Timothy (I.Tim.4,7).
You yoursclves must put this advice into practice,

Now, according to infcermation coming from scome of you, it sceme that during
last year, morc than one romained hungry in this spherc.
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Tt would be absurd
and loave eniritual

tematically an intellectual formation,
he haphazard possibiiitics of chancy

encounters. It is point, that vou must not expect overy-—
thing from thoo! cach one of you must be able to achiove
that Christian synt} y 50 a5 not only to know his faith but
Aalgo to live it and | s to it, means that formation in the

b obo oo : systemalic mapner during your vear of
formation. It is for that above ali, that the pricsts are there in your
centras,  But since ac formation, cspecially in such a decp-szated arca,

spiritual 1ife mist ho asond

can merely be imposed from the cutsidz; their rdle, in order to be cflfica-
Ticuisy o - CONPCspGnd Lo an OpCeRness of conviction and desire on your part,
Do not be afraid to ask a lot from them. Be afraid, rathe of not askin

4 b

ehoughn from them,

The Spiritual Year is a ealient time in this formation, and the
mast prepare for it, A realistic deepening, on the personal as wel
community planc, will continue during the second cycle, so asg to prepare
you henestly for a genuinely adult nmissionary commitment; the conscious
comnitment of a free man,

It has often been said that the early days of the Missicn were the heroic
times. This was true encugh on the material side and in expatriation,
But those who have been working for a long time in Africa, will readily tell
you that on the psychological plane, the plans of adaptation and ability,
the heroic time for the Mission is mow! T+ cannot stand mediooritics, whe
only give themselves half-neartedly., It is terribly exacting in the purity
of the motives which Prompt us to answer its call. Morc than ever it needs
men, as Cardinal Lavigerie used to s&y: "Men imbued with an apostolic spirit
couraga, raith and self-sacrifice”, For all that, then, you must prepare
g
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curselve
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orm your character and

Develep your intelligence. Broaden your culture. §
o and unselfish, Have
h

your personality. Be men, frece and sirong avaiiabl

a iively, lucid faith., A charity brimming over witl joy and serenity.
An ineradicable hope. Be optimistic, in other words, people who are not
afraid of the future,

Then you will be ready to scrve the Migsiocn of the Church in Africa,

Yours fraternally in Christ.
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EXECUTIVE COMMTITTEE

N s s e £ Gt o TN e t o e T T SO S T SRR & SO, S S LT B
aomeoting ol thc Dxecative Commilice will be held on Wednesday June NRCIN

1970 at 03.00, at the Scerotariat with the following dgenda:
1. Minutcs of the mecting of May 13, 1670,
2. Follow up of the conclusions of the Assembly of June 3, 197C.

e Mectings by Country and the PWG programme. A report on the

£
monthes ig being distributed to the membor of tho Excoutive Committas,

5 ™

4, Report on INODEP,

5, Other matrters.
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EW DOCUMENTS

[

2 . ot

Bagikground potes in the Countrics of the Jorld,

i

6]

I'he Secretariat new has the full sct of those factual pambkhloets about
each of 150 countrics and territorics written by officers in the Ul
Department of State's geographic bureaux.

[

Bach includes information on the country's land, history, pcople, government,
political conditions, cconomy and foreign relations, a map and a bricf
bibliography, PFach is periodically brought up to date by the Bureay of
Public Affairs of the same Department of Statco.

Ae 8,Y,D, Personnel Survey

Lavnched within the Pramcwsrk of the SVD Scir-Btudy, this 20 pages
bocklet (last two pages blank for write—in information) asks for
information on 31 points covering personal history, cducation,
qualification, work exporieonce, people served by one's work, an
for future assignmentes if any. Intended for plamning as well
administration, the questionnaire was designed for computer processing
and hence is accompanied by a coded "li'st of fields" which are supposed
Lo cover any work an SVD might be doing. An extra sheet is furniched
for "supplemental information® on any major problems or opportunities
confronting the Socicty in one's home.

i
2

(o
O in

The questionnairce booklet measures 8 and a half by 11 and a half inches
and comes in three languages, English, German and Spanish, distinguished
by 3 different coler nmathches setting off titles.

fal
I

SEPOS Documentation reccived two English copies on 8 June 1970,

B. FECEER, "The age of SVD Pricsts”

Offprint from VERBUM SVD 11 (2) 1970,

An eight-pages article reporting on a statistical study of the aging
trend in the Sccicty of the Divine Vord.

The title cxplicity mentions only age of 8VD pricsts in thc years
1938, 48, 5B, £8; but results are compared with earlicer study done
on SVD Brothers in the same years.
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0o Divine Vord Missionary in a time of change. {(No. 3}

Letter by Fr. Suneric

.
SOCLEUY, on i May 197U,

Theme : The SVD Self-Study,

Content: Genegsis and necds role of the Sclf-Study

Team,
Printed; 13 x 18,5 cmi; 23 ppe

Two English copies furnished to SEDOS Documcntation.

hd
in German and Spanish,

Exists also
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The Secretariat starts printing the documents of the
September Planning Scssion on Credit Union.

Holiday,

Sr. Genevicove sa, accepted by FAQ as the SEDOS re-
presentative at the Second World Food Council,

]

Bro, Bchnepp checks the accounts at the Secretariat,

Mr., Holler of the Catholic Media Council arrives from
Germany to lead a discussion group at the Assembly,

Assembly of Superiors Gencral —- 2 new members Join

SEDQOS: tho School ‘Sisters of Notre Dame and the Religious
of the Sacred Heart. Fr. Moschetta Freld vigits the
Secretariat  before lcaving for La Paz, Mexico.

Sr. Bell osu,drops in to exchange experiences in
Thailand,

farymount and meet the

- h 1 EA
For Communications to SCDEPAY,

&

study Seesion on Health Care,






