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HEALTH _SERVICE
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REPORT - on the meeting of APRIL 27th 1971 which was held at the
0OsU tseneralate, Via N omentana 236 From A=Tnp.m.

Present were: Sr. Frieda Avcnts sa Sr. Gemma Galgani Gunn mmm
Sr. Héldne de 1'Annoncialion Ts Sr. Cécile Gonthier sfb
Sre. Jean Bernard sa Sr. Michael Marie Xeyes scmm
Sr: Margrcet Biesterweld scmm-m Sr. M. Leonora osf
Sr. M. Fiorentina Bucntose pin Sr. Mary Ann Loughlin fmm
3r+ Joau Burke snd-n 5r. M. de Lourdes osf
Sr. Mary Aaron Burke smsm Sr. M. Aldine Martin pmn
Sr. Josée Clijsters scmm-t Sr. Margaret Mary csj
Sr. Bernadette Coebergh sciun—t Sr« Helen McCarron fmm
Oi» Marie Josée Dor sa Sr. Annemarie Qosschot scmm-m
Sr. M. Emerentiana smsm Sr. Maura Ramsbottom mmm
Sr. Helen Fernando sfb Sr. M. Redempta osf
Sr. Brigid Flanagan sfb Sr. Helene Rosenberg csj
Sr. Jane Gates scmm-m Sr. Genevidve Samson sa
Sr. Arlene Gates sa Sr. Mary Valentine smsm

In the absence of Sr. Annemaria DeVreede, the meeting was chaired by
Sr. Michael Marie Keyes.
From SEDOS: Fr. B. Tonra, Mlle Fernandez, Miss Ashford

The study topic of this meeting was: "Imnplications of Fopulation Growth for
the Missions". As Fr. McCormack mhm, was still unable to attend due to his
illness, Sr. Jane Gates M.D. gave a short talk on "Responsible Parenthood"

as an introduction to the group discussions.

Sr. Jane began her talk with a poem by Michel Quoist which vividly portrayed
the present state of hunger and suffering in the developing world.
She then continued:

" These words say something to us about the problem of population - about
responsible parenthood - about the father who cannot provide bread for his
family, about the mother who watches her child die of starvation.

Today there are twelve million children under the age of 5 years, who are in
danger of dying from malnutrition in developing countries. If they survive,
they and another 70 million children of the same ade will probably not grow
to normal size, and their ability to learn will be impaired.
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Twenty percent of all children from birth to five years of age in develop-
ing countries show definite signs of protein malnutrition, and three per-
cent are in dangar of death if they are nat given an adaanate diet  Thax o
are more Lhan 420 million children under age five in developing countries.
These figures and reports come from a forecast made in Rome by the protein
advisory group, sponsored by the United Nations, and were made early this
year (19/1). fAow many of usrsitting nere in this rcomsknow what it means
Ltv be hungry for days - weeks - months - even years as these innocent
children are hungry since birth?

Do we have the right to call ourselves Christians if we are not concerned
about the malnourished, the mentally retarded, made thus by protein deficiency?
Do we have the right to close our eves to the fact that another 420 millicn
human beings are condemned before birth to a life of hunger and mental
retardation secondary to protein. deficiency? And what are we doing about
the 420 million hungry humans living right now? Prayer is not a very
satisfying snack for a hungry child. Are we doing something to stir the
conscience of the policy and decision-makers? If we can't be involved,
what are we doing to stimulate the members of our respective congregations
to be concern8d and involved in these vital issues? Are we convinced
enough to be participants in demonstrations for a more egual distribution
of this world's resources? Are we willing to walk in a Freedom from

Hunger March? Are we willing to or do we take the time to encourage our
Sisters to be part of such undertakings? Are we Christians?

We need tou remember that we are not God living in an infinite world. We are
finite creatures living in a finite world where there is a limit to
resources like air, water, minerals, food and space - where we c¢ould run
out of ground and start standing on each other's headsl The future and

the size of the family of man are now a matter of human choice.

-

When speaking of 'responsible parenthood' one has to consider duties as

well as rights. While moralists have long been concerned with arguments
regarding the terms under which man may take human life, they must today
become equally concerned about the terms under which man may give human

life. We must surely temper our concern with the rights of many}¥e-establi5h-
ing the fact that no right exists which does not carry with it duty.

We must ask whether any parent has a right to bring a child into the world
unless he or she can fulfill the duty to love it and to nourish it,

physically and spiritually.

o nd L T L

5. 53
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Right now there are one million more people in the world than there were
last week this time. By 1975 the world will have added a billion people
to its population in only 15 years; and the next billion will come in half
Of that vime — in ?,% years or Dy 1503. the mogt tnreatening pomb 1n
our global village is the world population - it grows faster than we can
imagine.

Perhuaps woe wanb to Iovk ai the problun of overpopulation as self-solving
- breeding the human species iato extinction. This could happen by death
from pollution .nd from wars and plagues and famine. These would start
in the most underpriviliged part of the world, but eventually they would
gpread even to those societies that had hoarded more than their share .

of the world's resources. People would die off until a tolerable level
had been reached ané then they'd 1ive a more primitive cimple exiatence.

Quite apart from the moral issue of what methods are used to achieve
responsible parenthood, it seems clear that the whole concept of dignity
and responsibility in family life is ruled out by the present flcod of
ignorant and poverty stricken pecple moving from under-employment in the
stagnant countryside to equal misery in the alien, teeming hostile cities.
In many of the largest urban concentrations, illegitimacy rates reach 60
percent, as casual unions, unlinked to any hope of settled shelter or settled
work, produce the crowds of sgickly children, trachoma.ridden, protein
deficient, listless and rickety who throng every doorway of the tampaper
shacks. The same desperate poverty and insecurity account for the appalling
rates of abortion - Jne to every two live births is the cfficial figure

for Santiago de Chile., The urnofficial figure may well reverse the

proportions.

Like all problems today,that of population is alse multifaceted and cannot
be tackled from one aspect alone. We have to look at the socio-economic
factors which have contributed to today's problems if we would intelligently
search for a solution that includes social reforms tegether with responsible

parenthood.

One of these factors is the degree to which large cities grew up in a
developing continent ahead of any generalized or systematic movement to-

wards modernization. These cities were, in the main,-transmission centers
for the despatch of primary materials from local mines and plantations

back to Europe and Korth Americarand for the receipt and distribution in
return of Western manufactures. Rio de Janeiru, Buenos Aires, Bombay,
Calcutta, Shangai on a much more modest scale - Dakar, Lagos, Dar-es-Salaam --
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exchange of primary goods for industrial products. They did not grow up
like the cities of Europe and Nurth America, in the wake of local diver-
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sification and sustained development. They were, in a real sense, larger
than and ahead of the c¢conoemy sustaining rhem. Tt is cignificant that

in 1520 Latin America had as large a pruportion of its urban pupulation
in cities of over 500,000 as had Eurupe after a century of full scale
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Pe out oFf the 2U republics moure than half the urban population lives in

the capital city,

The explosive growth of population has fullowed from the conguest of major
epidemics and the grosser forms of contamination ahead of full scale
diversification of the economy. By the end of the 19th century, population
growth in the developed countries had slowed down in the main to below

2 percent a year. The work force was growing by only U.5 percent. In
Africa, Asia, and Latin America, the rates are above 2.8 sercent and in
many cases run at 3 percent and even higher. The increase in the work
force is correspondingly high - over 2 percent. In spite uf some evidence
of rising birth rates in some areas, it is in the main longer life expectancy,
springing from better public health, that is respunsible for the change.,

In Latin America for instance, the birth rate has nct increased over the
last sixty years. It is still between 40 and 45 births per thousand inhab-
itants. But over the same period, the death rate has tumbled from 28

deaths per thousand to under 15.

Urban areas thercfore expand inexorably - from 638 million to 320 million
in the last forty ycars, with the big cities of over 500,000 inhabitants
accounting for nearly half the increase. And the countryside cannot
absorb a rural increase which, between 1920 and 1360 added over half a
billion to the country people, all but 56 million of them in the develop-

ing continents.

If a projection is made forward to 1980, the results are even more remark-
able. By then world population could be over 4 billions with 1.3 billions
living in urban arecas - 725 million of them in big cities. The share

of the developing world might be 814 million urban dwellers, 451 million
of them in big cities. This means that between 1960 and 1980 the develop-
ing world rcould add to its urban settlements more than the total urban
population of the developed world today. The houses, power systems, the
drains, the scheols, the transport, the equivalent of the whole complex
pattern of urban living created over several centuries would have to be
duplicated in just twenty years.
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There has to be renewed agrisulture which is already beginning to take
place through the scisntific breakthrough known as the 'green revolution!'
coupled with regional manufacturing services and urtan growth, to hegin
creating the envivonment in yhich It I5 27 pi3iable Lw ialk abouwe responsinte
parenthovd and family lite. Today, in the ghettoes of the world, poverty
and despair erode away all the preconditions of stability. It is only
when there are rcsponsible paneiils Lhal one can begin to talk about the
il

w

ontinue to detericrate

9]

parents' responsibility. TIndded, if conditiong
while the flood of births goes on, the =isk is that governments will feel

compelled te intcrvenc with forcible metiuds of containing population growthe

1f we don't ceoeperate with governments now iu the ovpen-programs they have
for family planning we will sharc the guilt when these same governments
areubriyed to impose rorced populaticn control measures on their peoples.

The churches can afford the luxury of ignoring statistics - governments
cannct. Govermments have a responsibility to all their peoples - to try

to assure them a means of living and to raise the standard of whatever

this living is. Maybe,up to now, the churches have not concerned themselves
sufficiently with such issues - maybe religion has heen the opium of the
pecple. If we don't use our Christian influence now in cooperating, what
influence can we hope to have iﬁh?uture,when more pressing statistics

force the governments to tighter measures of control, whether humare or not?

Government coancern with the size of population is hardly a new develop-
ment; ancient Rome had laws related to femily size. The new twist is that
governments used to try to increase population; now they're trying to hold
it down. Arguments for population control boil down to the statement that
it's necessary, or will be in the near future, to ensure the survival of
¢civilization, perhaps of human life, on our planet. Some critics say that
this may not be true of the USA, though few will deny that it might be for
India, Africa or Latin America.

Limited support for government population programs camc from a surpris-

ing source in Pope Paul's encyclical, Populorum Progressio: 'It is certain
that public authorities can intervene, within the limit of their competence,
by favoring the availability of appropriate information and by adopting
suitable measures, provided that these be in conformity with the moral

law and that they respeclt the rightful freedom of married couples.' While

it admits a govermment role, this statement seems t¢ limit it to an advisory

capacity.
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Other alternatives that have becn suggested include (in approximately ascending
order of scverity):-

Ending present programs desicned ta encourage large Families such as income—

Revards For

- Tax pennltie
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- Making contriceprives or o Aaportieons 2vailable free or at nominal cost-

~ Laws which outrightly and cxplicitly prohibit families to have more than a
given numbo af children (rpab=hly buodl. At ite evirome, thic measure could
o L -7 T - =/ - i e - et .
go as far o the compulsory sterilization of parents who exceed thelr quota.

1
- Mass oxtermonntion of "undosirable elements" in Lthe populaiion.

Presumably none would obiect tn government nrograme of information op familys
planning, thcugh some might want to veto parts of the information conveyed.

But it is presumed that none would accept the final solution. In between, there
are a humber of alternatives, 2ll of which are being actively discussed. India
his gone so {ar as to offer material rewards for adults who accept veoluntary
sterilization.

If parents nre to decide, morally, freely and responsibly, the number of children
they can nurture and educate, a complete revolution will nave te be achieved in
the soc¢ial environment of mest developing countries. In lively regional centres,
that are supported by productive agriculture and offer jobs, schools and clinics
to their families, it is possible to think of parents with the stability, the
self-confidernce and the growing education to mrke responsible choices. Illegit-
imacy and abortion will remain the crippling penalties of the world's present
catastrophic migrant flonds.

The whole question of social infrastructure — ceducation, health -~ 38 intimately
connected with the question of basic social justige. If the Wwealth of the com-
manity, creatced by the work of all its inhabitants, is so shared that the mass
of the people do not receive the opportunitics, the skills and the physical
vigour for self-advancement, external aid to that society will simply tend to
increase the wealth of the possessors of power and property, leaving the masses
in their preseat ignorance, i1l health and stagnation. Morcover, cven in purely
economic terms, the stagnation at the base of society will also cut short sus-—
tained growth since nc mnss market comes into being to match increased supply.
In the field of public health, programs for family planning, already adepted by
governments ruling two thirds of the developing peoples, will become a more nd
more important issuc. Catholics will have to decide whether or not to give a
measure of support and cooperation. Doctrinal differences apart, there would
appear to be a number of possible lines of action:-

l. Tc encourage increased research in the context of human fertility
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irrevocable sterilization and abertion.

3. to resist compulsory govermment intervention,

4. to join with other groups in rampaianing for degent fami
A S A maaae e e
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5. to take part with other groups in family health clinics and give Catholic
parents whe ask for instruction the melhods of birth control acceptable

Lo LI ChuI'Che

We began cur 1o0k at 'Respoiisible Parenthood?! with some verse from Michel
t

Quoist and wo cann end in the same way with sumething he has written on
HOUSING.

Lord, T can't cleep; I have got up sut of bed to praye
It is night outside, and the wind blows and the rain falls,
And the lights of the city, signs of the living, pierce the darkness.
They bother me, Lord, these lights - why are you showing them to me?
They beckoned to me, and now they hold me captive, while the woes
of the city murmur their muffled lament.
And I cannot escape them, Lord; I know these sufferings too well.
I see them rising before .me,
I hear them speaking to me,
I feel them hitting me,
They were bothering me when I was trying to sleep.

I know that in cne single room thirteen crowdéd pecople are breathing
on onc ancther.

I know a mother who hcoks the table and the chairs to the ceiling
to make room for mattresses.

I know that rats come cut to eat the crusts and bite the babies.

I know a father who gets up to stretch oil-cloth above the rain-soaked
bed of his four children.

T know =2 mother who stays up all night since therc is room for only
one bed, and the two children are sicke

I know a drunken father who vomits on the child sleeping beside him.

I know a big boy who runs away alone into the night because he can't
stand it any more.

I know that some men fight for the women as there are three couples
in the same attie.

I know a wife who avoids her husband as there is no room for
another baby at home.

I know a child who is gquetly dying, soon to join his four little
brothers above.

I knOwes o
I know hundreds of others - yet I was going to sleep peacefully

between my clean white sheets.
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I wish T didn't know, Lord.

I wish it were not truec.

I wish I could convince myself that I'm dreaming,

I wish eomeonc could nrove that I'm cxaggeratiily,

T wish yheyid show me Tthar all these pedple are Lo blame, thar ir's
their fault that they are so miscrable,

T13 like +c be reassured, Lord, but I can't, 1t's too late.

I've scen too nuch,

I'wa listened toc much,

I've counted too much, and Lord, these ruthless figures have robbed

moe forever of my innocent wanquility...

The guesticn that sticks im cur minds is - “What are we going to do - you
and T."

oz
b3
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Four discussion groups - in English, French and Dutch - were then formed
to talk over the facts and questions contained in Sr., Jane's talk,

The groups came together again for a plenary session in which the parti-
cipants voiced their concerns and posed some guestions. This could be
summarized in the following points:

1s Sr. Jane was asked to explain her words: '"Religion is somctimes the
opiuwm of the pecople™.

— She answered by quoting another phrasce from her talk: "The Church can
afford the luxury of ignoring statistics, governments cannot'. She
explained that to say that 'the poor and the hungry have always existed
and always will' docs not represent a very realistic attitude or ef-
fective remedy to the problems of hunger and population. It was right
to trust to Divine Providonce, bul to do so and at the same time de-
liberately shut onc's cyces to Lhese problems, was scelf-deceptive and
resorting to religion as to a tranquilizer. Governments take an
overall view of the entirc population and have to act on the face of
statistics. The Church, too, should consider the total population and
not just part of it.

2. A question was raisced if the Church is to decide *ves! or 'no' to con-
traceptive methods, - or if her role rather is to promote better social
conditions and to help people form their conscience, so that they can make
a free decision about their own families?

~ It was rcmarked by somc participants that there was no positive answer
in terms of black and white to this gquestion, but only in shades of grey.
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The cducational role of the Church was stressed as being of paramount
importance, so that pcople would be preparcd to make their own decisions
in a responsible wav.

It was also said, that we should not think along Catholic and Western
lines only, as we arc often dcaling with people of other religiecns,
and we should definitely take their belicfs and traditions into con-
sideratiocn.
3. One participant mentionced thiat so much morc could be done for unmarried
mothers -~ and as so many cannot face the consequenccs of their actions,

would not much miscry be provented if they were informed about contraceptive
techni ques?

The question was not further discussed as it did not actually pertain
directly to the subject under discussion,

4, Sr. Janc was asked to provide those present with a list of reference
books on the subject. She was also asked to provide them with information
about the various contraceptive methods, including those approved and not-
approved by the Church, as scveral participants rccognized that they were
not sufficiently informed in this area.

5. In answer to Sr. Jane's question: '"What arc we going to do, you and I?",
it was suggested that we spread information on the facts about hunger and
the population increase and protest at the social conditions. Our aim
should be to educate pecople and develop in them a religious and social
conscience. Also, a joint meeting with the Communications group was
proposed. Three volunteers will approach them about it. It was suggested
that the reports of the discussion groups should be sent to the Generalates.
It would be intercsting to see what the reaction would be.

6. It was pointed out that the heart of the problem lay in social conditions
and to change or better thesc demanded a long-—term approach., However,
statistics called for urgent action and, hence,therc is a dilemma of time.

The mecting was closed by Sr. Michael Marie Xeyes, after it was agreed
that for next year's program, morc meetings on this subject should be
Planned, as all participants had found it very profitable and had gained
new insights in one of the world's main problems.

(FOR REPORTS OF THE FOUR DISCUSSION GROUPS, SEE PAGES 334 and fol.

E I
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GROUFE MEDICAL - RAPPCORT DE LA REUNION DU 27 AVRIL

La réunion commencait avec une conférence faite par Sr Gates sur la

T
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Sr Cotes introduisait so conférence avec um poéme de Michel Queist
quir décrivait d'une manieére tres vivenle le probléme de 1a faoim ot
de la souffronce d-ns les pays en voie de développement. knsuite,

t

elle continuaits

Ces paroles ont pour nous une signification & propos du probléme de
la population - de 1a paternité responsable - du pére qui ne peut pas
fournir du pain a sa famille - la mére qui regarde attentivement som
enfant mourant de faim.

Aujourd'hui, i1l y 2 12 millions dlenfrnts nu-~dessous de 5 ons en danger

de mort pour cause de sous-nalimentation dans les pays en voie de dévelop-
pement, S'ils survivent, eux et 70 autres millions d'enfants du méme SHge
ne se développeront probablement pas d'unc taille normale et leur capacité
2 apprendre sera trés limitée.

Dans les pays en voie de développement, vingt pour cent de tous les en-
fants de la noissance & 5 ans accusent les signes de manguance cn protéi-
nes et trois pour cent sont en danger de mort si on ne leur donne pas

une nourriture suffisante. Il v a plus de 420 miliions d'enfants au-des-
sous de 5 ans en pays en vole de développement. Ces chiffres et rapports
viennent d'une prévision faite a Rome par le Groupe consultatif "proteines"
organisé par les Nations Unies et ils furent publiés au début de cette
année 1971, Combien parmi nous, assis ici dans cette salle savent ce que
signifie avoir faim pendant des jours-des semaines - des mois - m€me des

années comme ces pauvres enfants ont faim depuis leur naissance ?

Avons-nous railson de nous appeler nous-m€mes chréticns si nous ntaccordons
pas d'intér8t aux mal-nourris, aux rctardés mentaux a cause de la manquance
en protéines ? Avons-nous lc droit de fermer les yeux sur le fait que 420
millions d'&€tres humains sont condamés avont leur naissance & une vie de
famine et & une Insuffisance mentale & cause de 1a carence de protéines ?
Et que faisons-nous pour les 420 millions d'affamés vivant actuellement?
La priédére n'est pas une ration suffisante pour un enfant qui a faim.
Faisons-nous quelquechose pour alerter la conscience de ceux qui prennent
les décisions et dictent 1a ligne de conduite ? Si nous ne pouvons Etre
engagés que faisons-nous pour stimuler les membres de nos congrégations
respectives afin qu'elles puissent €tre intéressées et engagées dans ces
questions vitales ?
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Sommes-nous suffisamment convaincus que nous devons participer aux mani-

festaticons afin d'ét=blir wne distribution mieux répartie des ressources

An monde 2 Sommee mous dicpozés A porticiper a lo weache puws 1 biDEras

tion de la faim ? Sommes-nous disposés ou prenons-nous le temps d'encou~-
rager nos sceurs A prendre part & de telles cntreprises ? Sommes-nous

Chréticns ?

Nous avons besoin de nous rappeler que nous ne sommes pas Dieu vivant dans
un monde étornel. Nous snammeos des créatures mertelles vivont dons un monde
limité oG il y a une limitation aux ressources comme a 1'air, 1l'eau, les
minéraux, la nourriture et l'espace. OU nous n'aurions pas suffisamment
de terrain pour poSer nos pileds et nous serions obligés de nous jucher
sur la t€te les uns des autres ! L'avenir et 1'ampleur de la famille de
1'homme sont maintenant une question de choix humain.

Quand nous parlons de 'paternité responsable! nous avons a considérer les
devoirs aussi bien que les droits. Dans le passé, les moralistes se sont
vraiment intéressés aux conditions dans lesquelles l'homme peut avoir le
dreit de supprimer la vie, ils deivent aussi s!intéresser maintenant aux
conditions dans lesquelles l'homme peut dorner la vie. Nous devons certai-
nement tempérer nctre comportement avec les droits de beaucoup d'autres
personncs cn rétablissant le fait qu'aucun droit ne peut exister sapns quf-
il n*y scit un devoir correspondant. Nous devons nous demander si les pa-~
rents ont le droit de mettre un enfant au monde s'ils ne sont pas capables
de l'aimer et de le nourrir, physiquement et spirituellement.

Aujourd*hui méme, il y a dans le monde un million de personnes de plus
qu'il n'y en avait la oemaine passée. En 1975, la population aura augmenté
d'un billion de personnes, et cela sculement dans une période de 15 ansg
et le prochain billion arrivera dens 1la moitié de cette durée clest & dire
dans 7ans # ou en 1983. La bombe 1z plus menagante pour notre planéte est
sa population. Elle croft & um tel point qu'on ne peut 1'imaginer.

Peut~€tre, nous voulons r¢garder le probléme de la surpopulation comme
pouvant s¢ résoudre lui-m€me - la race humaine - réduisant sa reprcduc~
tion jusqu'au point de disparaftre. Ceci pourrait arriver en mourant

4 cause dc pollution, de guerres, d'épidémies et de fomine. Ceci commen-
cerait dans les parties du monde les moins priviligiées, mais éventuclle-
ment cela arriverait aussi dans les sociétés qui ont accumulé beaucoup

plus qu'il nc leur était dff des ressources du monde. Les gens mourraient
jusqu'a reduire la population a& wm niveau acceptable et ils vivraient alors
dans une existence plus simple et plus primitive.
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Mice & part la moralité des méthodes employées pour obtcnir la paternité
responsAble, 1l paraft clair que toute conception do dignité af raspamnaa-
biTité dons 1 wipg do famdille est éliminée & cause du gyrand nombre des per-
sonnes ignorantes et misérables qui émigrent des campagnes s ns emplois
vers les villes pour eux étrangédres, surpeuplécs et hostiles. Done 1z plu-
t dcs gfand;s agytomératicns urbaines, le taux d'iiligitimité arrive a

pe
wn pourcontoge de 00% dans les cas d'union temporaire, szns espdr de loge-
ment stable ou d'un travail permancnt ; ce taux produit um grand nombre 4'-
enfants maladifs, atteints dec trachome, déficients en protéines, apathiques
£ portc des bidonviiles. La m€me insécu-

o
ont cause du taux cffroyable d'avorte-

Tvoac

at rochitiques qui affluent 3 chaguc
rité et pauvreté sans Aucun espoir S
mciite Un GWOrtemuni sur deux naissances est le chiffre officiel & Santiago
du Chili. Le chiffre non officiel peut bien renverser les proportions.

a
i

Comme tous les problémes contemporains celui dc 1a population a plusiecurs
dimensions et ne peut Etre affronté sous un seul nspect. Si nous voulions
intelligemment chercher la solution qui combinerait les réformes sociales
avec la paternité responsable, nous devrions examiner les facteurs sccio-
économiques qui ont contribué aux problémes dtaujourd'hui.

Un de ces facteurs est le degaré de croissance des grandes villes qui crois-
nt dans les conlinents du Tiers-Monde sans qu'aucun effort systématique
et généralisé ne soit envisagé pour 1~ modernisation. Ces villes étalent,
en général, des centres de transmission pour ltenvoi des matiéres premiéres
des mines locales et des plantations vers l'Burope et l'Amérique du Nord ;
ces villes étnient aussi des centres de réception et de distribution des
manufactures occidentales. Rioc de Janeiro, Buenos Aires, Bombay, Calcutta,
Shanghai sur une échelle plus modeste -~ Dakar, Lagos, Dar-es-Salam —-
Toutes ces villes étalent orientées vers les marchés mondiaux, vers 1'échan-
gc global des malieres premiéres pour la production industriclle. Elles
ne sont pas déveleopplées comme les villes d'Europe et dfamérique du Nord,
A cause de la diversification locale et du développement scutenu. Elles
étaient dans lc sens réel, plus grandes et plus avancées que 1'économie
les soutenant. Clest assez significatif quten 1920 1'Amérique Latine avait
une proportion de sa populaticn urbaine vivant dans les villes de plus de
500.000 Habitants, comme l'Eurcpe en avait aprés un sidcile de mpdernisation A
>lein rythme. Aujourd'hui 1 proportion est, en cffet, 10% plus haute et dans 16/?0
républiques, plus de la moitié de la population urbaine vit dams la capitale.

1
(Y

5]
8]
.
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La croissance "explosive'" de la population fut suivie de grandes épidémies
et des formes les plus évidentes de la contagion bien avant la gamme com=-
plits 4z divercification de l'économie. A la fin du i%éme sidcls, 13 <
sance démographique des pays en voles do développement se ralentit en gene-
ral au dessous de 2% par amnée. La population au travail n'augmentait seule-
ment gue de C,5%. En Afrique, Asie, Amérique Latine, les taux sont supérieurs
3 2.8% et dans beaucoup de cas attcignuni 3% et c plue haut. LA eroissance
de la population au travail est donc haute ¢t cupéricure a 2%, Malgré l€vi-
dence dn faux considérable des naissances dans certaines régions, clest en
général 1'espérance d'ume vie plus longue, grfce 3 ume amélioration des
services publics saniiaires qui sont reeponsables de ce changement.

En Amérique Latine par exemple, le taux de natalité n' a pas augmenté
pendant ces 60 derniéres annees. lly a encore entic 48 ¢t 15 naissances

sur mille habitants. Mais pendant la m&me période, le taux de mortalité

s'est réduit de 28 décés & 15 sur mille habitants.

iy -
Tam
.

Il est don¢ évident que le milieu urbain se développe sans cesse - de 68
millions & 320 millions pendant les 40 derniéres années - les grandes villes
sont responsables de la moitié de cette augmentation. En plus, le pays rural
ne peut absorber une croissance rurale quientre 1920 et 1960 a augmenté
d'um demi billion la population rurale, dont seulement 56 millions de cette
pepulation se trouvent dans les continents en voie de développement.

En 1980, les résultats seront plus remarquahbles; alors la population mon-
diale pourrait &tre de plus de 4 billions avec 1.3 billion dans les régions
urbaines — 725 millions dans les grandes villes -

Le Tiers Monde aura 814 millions dont 451 dans les grandes villes. Par con-
séquent, entre 1960 et 1980, les régions urbaines du Tiers Monde pourraient
arriver a égalité avec la population urbaine totale du monde développé actuel.
Nous devrions arriver A doubler dans wme vingtaine d'anmées, ce qui a été

créé pendant plusicurs siécles, ctest A dire: le logement, les centrales
électriques, les canalisations sanitaires, les écoles, les transports.

Nous devons envisager un renouvellement.de l'agriculture qui a déja com-
mencé par des moyens scientifiques sous le nom de "révolution verte", de
mBme que des services de manufacture régionale, la croissance urbaine
avant que nous puissions créer l'ambiance ou il sera possible d'envisager
la paternité responsable et la vie Familiale. Aujourdthui, dans les ghettos
du monde, la pauvreté et le désespoir amenuisent les conditions préalables
a lda stabilité. C'cot ceunlement le jour olt il v aura des parents responsa-
bles que l'on pourra commencer a parler de la responsabilité des parents.



SEDOS 71/331

D'autre part, si les conditions continuent a se détériorer Landis que les
naissances abondent de plus en plus, on court le risque que les Gouvernements
se scntiront cobligés d'intervenir avec des méthodes de force pour contrfler

1a rroissohee démographique.

51 ncus ne cooplérons pas maintenant avec les Gouvernements dans les programmes
"ouverts” qui préparent 4 s planification familiale, nous partageront la
1T B

culpabilite quand ces nénes Juuvirnciwiaos seront L 2ligls 2'impose
force le contrdle démographique de 1a pupulation.

Les Eglises pcuvent avoir le luxe 4'igneorer les statistiques. Les Gouver-

v 1.

nenents ne peuvent pas. 11s ont wne responeabilité 2 assurer devant leur
hausser lg niveau quelquescit le genre du vie. Feuwi-Stre jusgu'd main-
tenant, les Eglises ne gont pas asscz intéressées dans la question -
peut-€tre la rcligion a été l'opium du peuple. Si nous ne mobilisons pas
notre influence chréticnne aujourd'hui en coopérant, quelle influence
pourrons-nous espérer avoir dans 1l'avenir quand les statistiques encore
plus graves obligeront les Gouverncments & des moyens stricts de contrfle

humains ou pas?

La préoccupation du Gouvernement devant ltampleur de la famille n'est pas

un développement nouveau; l'ancien Rome avait des lois relatives & l'ampleur
de la famille. La nouvelle tcournurce st que dins le temps, les Gouvernements
egsaient d'accroftre la population et, maintenant ils ¢ssaient de la freincer.
Les mrquments pour le contrSle de la population ne se réduisent quia la
déclaration que le contrfle est maintenant nécessaire ou sera nécessaire
dans un proche avenir pour assurer la survie de la civilisation, peut-£tre
méme de la vie humaine sur nctre planéte., Des personnes font remarquer que
ceci scerait peut-€tre vrai pour les USA, bien que peu de personnes nieront
que cela pourrait &tre vrai pour les Indes, 1'Afriquc et 1'Amérigue Latine.

S e

Les programmes du Gouvernemcht pour la population rccovaicnt un certain

appui limité provenant d'unc source assez €tonnante, c'est & dire: 1'cney-
clique du Pape Paul, Populorum Progressio: %Il est certain que les autorités
publiques pcuvent intervenir dans la limite de leur compétence, e¢n favorisant
1a dispenibilité de 1'information appropriée et an adoptant des mesures
convenables pourvu que celles-ci soient en conformité avec la loi morale

et qutlles respectent le plein droit de liberté des couples mariés.' Bien

que cette déclaration admette gque le Gouvernement a un rdle a jouer, elle

ne semble lui accorder qu'une capacité consultative.

Dt autres alternatives qui ont été suggérées, comportent {(un ordre de sévérité
graduelles)

Terminer avec les programmes actuels désignés pour encourager les familles
nombreuses, tel qu'inp8t sur le revenu, déductions ou subsides pour les
enfants.
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Allocation pour les parents qul limitent leurs familles.
Pénalités pour les familles ncmbreuses ou limitations sur ia nuwriture
et le logement qui les mettent dans 1a difficulté d'élever benucoup dlen-

fants.
Peondre diapomibles ot aratiits, cuw aleors & un prix insignifisnt, les contra-

ceptifs ou les avortemenis.
Des lois qui clairement ct exvlicitement interdisent aux familles dlavoir
iné d'enfnts {prohablement 2). A cette extréme,

—T AL
plus qu'un nombre déterm

cette mesure pourrait aller jusqu'a ta stlrilisation oLligateoire dc
qul dépassent ce nombre.

Extermination générale des éléments indésirables do 1o population.
Persorme, probablement, ne ferait d'ebjection aux programmes d!information
du Gouverncrent sur ia p i lle, bien que certains dési-
reraient supprimer wnc pa
personne n'accepterait la solution finale.

Parmi ces alternatives, il y a un nombre qui est activement discuté. Les
Indes sont allées jusqu'au point d'offrir une “"récompense" aux adultes qui

acceptent volontairement la stérilisation.

Rl ot s b ol nl
ER IR G Ep g I
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lanification dc 12
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tie de cette information donnée. Probablement,

5i les Parents ont & décider moralement, librement et en toute responsabilité,
le nombre des enfants qufils peuvent nourrir et éduquer, wne compléte révo-
lution devra €tre accomplie dans 1l'ambiance socizle de la plupart des pays

en voie de dévcloppcment. Bans les centres régicnaux avec des écoles et

des cliniques, aidés par 1l'agriculture productrice qui offre des emplois
gt en mfme temps des ¢coles et des cliniques pour leurs familles, il cst pos-
sible de penser aux parents(nvec la stabilité, la confionce perscnnelle et
1'éducotion groduelle)ecapables de chnix responsables, I11ligitimité et avor-
tement restent les pénalités graves du fait de l'abondance catastrophique
des émigrants dans le monde actuel.

Toute la question de l'infrastructure sociale - éducaticn, sanitaire - est
étroitement liée avec la question de justice sociale fondamentale. Si la
richesse de la commmauté, crésc par le traveil de tous sés membres, n'est
pas suffisamment partagée pour que 1a masse du peuple ne regoive les oppor-
tunités, les capacités, la viguewr physique pour l'autc-avancement, aide
extéricure & cette communcouté, elle tiendra simplement a aggrandir la ri-
chesse des maftres du Pouvolr et de la propriété, laissant les masses dans
leur ignorance actuclle, mauvaise santé et stagnation. De plus, méme dans
les termes purcment éccromiques, la stagnation & la base d'ume Société
coupera court & toute continuité parce qu'aucwimarché n'assurera la vente
de la grande quantité des produits acquis.

Dans le milieu de la santé publique, les programmes powr la planification
des familles, déja adoptés par les Gouvernements qui dominent les 2/3 des
peuples en voie de développement deviendront de plus en plus une question
importante.
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Les Cathcliques devront décider quelle est la mesure de spoutien et de coo-
pération & domner. Mise & part, les différences doctrinalcs, il apparaftrait

. T TR T -1 14 r A
¥ o oaivolr w Lol ol adied & pCOIIiC.C LT LLgnes Al amstinne

1. encourager les recherches dmans le contexte de la fertilité humaine.

2. contester les mélhodes de contrSle Loncidroment cortre nature, tel que
1'irrévecable stérilisation et zvortement,

3. s'cproser & toute intervention nhligmtoire du Gouverncment.

4. Se joindre a dtautres groupes afin d'cbtenir pour les familles un salaire
décent, de m8me qu'un logement et une ambiance.

5. Participer avec d'autres groupes & l'organisation des cliniques pour
la famille et donner awx Parents Catholigues tcutes les informations
qu'ils demandent sur les méthodes de contr8le des naissances acceptées
par 1'Eglise.
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Compte-rendu des questions posées et des opinions exprimées pendant la

session pléniére.

- - . P, - PR T - : > i
Tl FuL demarkie a 01 oane wu \..AUJ.LHU\.\..J.: "o P.Cll:,'"'“" eaf emnrent .“”P.'”m

du pcuple"

e autre phrase de son discours : “L'Eglise
tigneyer les etatistiques, les Gouvernements

Les POUVICS

teront toujours", ne représente pas

- Elle répondait en citant
peal s¢ permettrs o 1
ne le pouvent pas". Elle ¢ 11t que Te fait de dire: "

ont toujours existé et il

une nttitude trés réaliste ou un reméde trés efricace pour les prou-

blémes de 1a foaim et de la population. Nous avens raison de croire

3
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en la Providence Divine mais, crcoire et en méme temps fermer les

yeuwsn 5ur €es problimes, sorait oo d4eillucinner et recourir A la re-
ligion comme & un tranquillisant. Les Gouvernements s'occupent de toute

la population ct doivent agir devant 1'évidence des statistiques.
L'Eglise, aussi, devrait considérer toute la population et non pas
seulement une partie.

2« Une question était soulevée pour demander si 1'Eglise devrait décider

3.

d'accepter ocu non les méthodes de contraception, - ou si son rfle n'-
était pas plutft d'améliorer les conditions sociales et d'aider les
pour qu'ils puissent choisir librement
2c familles ?

- L LA

gens a former leur conscience

T rraan

P - -
_—t— AL

e cC qui concornc Ire

P
- Certains membres présents faisajent remarquer qu'il serait difficile de
pouveir donner une réponse concrfte a cette question.
Le r8le éducatif de 1'Eglise est tré&s important pour que les gens puis-
sent €tre préparée & prendre eux-mémes leurs décisions en toute res-
ponsabilité.

I1 fut ajouté que puisque nous entretenons des rclations avec des

persuniics de religions cifféreontes, ncus ne devrions pas penser scu-
~
nous devrions considérer leurs croyances ct leurs traditions.

Un membre présent faisait remarquer que l'on pourrait aussi envisager

le cas des jeuncs—-méres célibataires puisque, un grand nombre d'entre

elles ne pcuvent affronter les conséquences de leurs acticns, ne pour-
rait-on pas éviter tont de misércs en les informant sur les techniques
de contraccption ?

— Cette question ne fut pas traitéc car elle ne rentrait pas directement
dans le théme de la discussion.



4.

5

SEDOS 71/335

I1 fut demand arede fournir & tous les membres préscnts ume liste
des 1ivres so référent 3 ee sujet; de méme aussi que les différentes mé-

o
Qe
i~ €N
e
jn

thodes de contraceprtion, vy wosp: 15 Scllos spprowdes nar 1'Eglise.
plusicurs membres présents se rendaient compte gu! ils  ne possédaiont

que trés peu d'information dans cc domaine.
Comme réponse & la demonde de Sr Jance: - Qulallons-nous faire, vous ot

- On suggerailt que 1'en pouriait propager les données statistiques de
de la faim ¢t de 1la surpopulation.-

~ Que nous dcvens protester contre les conditicns sociales. Notre but
devrait Eftre d'eduquer le puuwpliv ot do ddveleppor en eux-mEmes une
congcience religicuse et sociale., I1 fut donc proposé une réumion
d'cnsemble avec le groupe de communications. Trois velontaires se
chargeront de l'erganis-~tion.
Il a été aussi suggéré d'envoyer les rapperts des discussions de grcupes
a4 tous les Généralats. Il serait intéressant d'en connaftre la réacticn.

On a remarqué gque le cocur du probléme se trouve dans les conditicns
gsociales, mais les changer ou les améliorer, demande une planification
a4 longue échéance. Les statistiques par contre, demandent une action

immédiate, et, il y a donc le dilemme du temps.

La corclusion de 1la réunion fut donnée par Sr Michael Marie Keyes.

I1 fut décidé pcur le programme de l'année prochailne que d'autres reu-
nions sur ce sujet devraicnt Etre envisagées du fait que tous les mem-—
bres préscnts en avalent tiré profit et acquis une connaissance plus
ample d'un des principaux prcblémes du Monde.




-y =

SEDOS 71/ 336

- Dilemma of time was keenly fclt....
On the one hand, the problem of population is one that is very related to
social and cconomic conditions, meres and religicon-sanctioned attitudes,
level of human development. To change these so that human promoticn can
be better fostered will recquire a great and cmncerted cffort. By its
nature,; such A task roquires a considerable amount of time.
On the other hand, there is great urgency since the extent and the
dimensicns of the problem today are so great,

—— Religioueg need to corioucly study all methode of hirth contral and the
implications of their use, as well as consequent side-effects, The matter
is a multi-faceted one which involves consideration of medical and physical,
psychological, moral questions.

Sister Jane Gates was herself a member of the discussion group and ex-
plained bricfly the officially church-approved methods of birth control—-
total abstincnce and the rhythm method., She also discussed with the

group control by "the pill", mechanical mecans, operative means,

-~ Basic to any education program in this arca is the question of conscience-
formation. The Church today, in pointing out that not all moral matters
can simply be defined in terms of "black and white", is asking that the
individual Christian reéogniZe the many shades of "gray". Educators
have the serious and difficult burden of education-for-freedom and the
delicate challenge of fostering conscience-formation.

-= The immensity and extent of the population problem have led many of its
students into the 'school of defeatism and fatalism.' Religious must
continually renevw one ancther in courage to face the problem and be

constant in the complex scarch for ways tc werk with the question.

-- To the four proposed suggested actions on the part of religious, two others
could be added: (1) resolve to educate and inform oneself re the problem,
and sec to it that such be incorporated into Formation programs; (2) re-
cognize and accept the importance today of cducating the young to develop
their consciences so that they can responsibly exercise moral freedom.
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SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION GROUR 2 (FRENCH)
- version frangaise 3 la page suivante

The Dollowing puiuls werd discusscd aiid studicd by thc Troach grous.

l. "What can we, as the Church, do and what must we do in face of the
extremely difficult living conditions prevailing in developing countries,
if wWe want to bring abhout a chanage «n that the irresponsible increase in
population may be avocided?"

- We must assume an educative role vis 3 vis parents, and a contestatory
role as regards inhuman social structures.

- We must Allaw couples to decide for themselves, helping them to relect
on their responsibilities and seeking to better their sccial conditicns.

2."To what extent may we intervene in the private life of a couple? Are we
sufficiently informed about contraceptive methods to be able to give
advice to couples?”

- Should our advice be limited to the encyclicals?
~ Should'nt there be Orientation and Formation Centres for parents?

3. On the question of government cecllaboration for birth control, the group
pointed ocut that collaborating meant judging the situation and the system
from a Christian standpoint. To alleviate the seriousness of the situation,
the Government should improve social conditions such as housing, work etc.

4. 0On the question of sex education for young uamarried people in over-
populated countries, the group made the following observations.

- Unmarried couples, especially young people, bring children intc the
world who will later rank among the under-privileged. Due to their
immaturity these parents commit an act without exercising freedom of
choice. 1 order to avcid thesc sad cascs, couldn't the young pecple
be informed and advised »rn the use of technical contraceptive metheds?

- Consequently, couldn't we point out to them that what should be an act
of love, has become no more than an animal act; and couldn't we help
them to face up to the situaticn and to their responsibility?

HHE A M
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GROUPE MEDICAL
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Rapport de 1la discussion du groupe de langue frangaise sur le théme
"Faternité responsable®.

roupe relevait les aquestions suivantes qui méritaient dfétre digcutéas
i

I nive ~ammma D13 os T R A P ST T e
&N CVG, COMMT LJai3C, GCVaiiLT 1CS Coilldl Liuvis o Vg (lludelie, res
gifficiles, Juc pouvoiis-nvus faire et que devons-nous faire pour

apporter wn changement afin d'éviler l'accroissement irresponsable de

la population?

— Nous devens avoir un r8le Educatif sur les Parents et contestataire
sur les structurcs inhumaines.

- Nous devons permettre aux couplcs de choisir cux-memes cin les gidant
A ré&fi&chiv sw lewrs responsabilités et cherchant afaméliorer leurs
conditions sociales.

nous
Jusqu'a quel point, nous Célibataires, pouvons-nuus/permettre d'entrer
dans 1tintimité, 1ia vie privée des couples?
-Sommes-nous suffisamment formées sur les techniques de contraception,
pour pouvoir conseiller les couples?
- Ou doit-on consceiller seulement d'aprés les encycliques?
- Ne devrait—-il pas exister des Centres d'Crientation et de Formation
pour les parents?

A propos de collaboration avec le Gouvernement pour la régulation des
naissances, le Groupe faisait remarquer ques

- collaborer sous—entendait aussi juger et contester du point de vue
Chrétien le systéme.

~ Le Gouvernement devrait, pour réduire la gravité de 1a situation,
améliorer les conditions sociales, logement, travail etca..

A propos de 1'Educaticn sexuelle des jeuncs célibataires dans les pays
surpeuplés, on a.remarqué que:- ‘

~ Certains enfants sont mis au monde par des personnes non-mariées et
surtout trés jeunes. Elles ont commis un acte alors qu'elles n'étaient
pas libres. Ces enfants seront plus tard des malheureux. Pour éviter
ces désastres, ne pourrait-on pas les informer et leur conseiller
d'utiliser les moyens techniques contraceptifs?

~ Par la suite, n'y 1urait-il pas ainsi 1la possibilité de lewr faire
remarquer que cc qui devrait étre un acte d'amowr, n'est devenu tout
simplement gu'un acte bestial; les aider & réfléchir sur leur
situation et leur responsabiiité?

I
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HEALTH CONTACT - Report of Discussion Group 3 (English)

1. The group concurred in askinyg for a brief
a. The methods of birth controls
b. Those approved by the Church;
c. Efficacity of various methods:
d. Modifying circumstances concerning the methoed of
the rcligion of the recipient. What about the religious belicfs

of the person cxplaining the mcthods? For example, a Catholic
2 Hindu? Te the prohlem

Lirth contrcl, C.g.

doctor or nurse explalniag meihods

I la o el 4
il oa

of conscicnce Jdiffercent for a po plaining the various methods

than for a person actually providing the method?

2. The group felt that our most important and efficacious task was to
educate ourselves and then carry out our responsibility to pass on Lhe
information and documentation to the members of our various congrcgations.
It was thought that the congregations, which publish a regular bulletin
and documentary service, could well devotc an issuc to this cntire matter
of population facts and contrcl, hunger in the world, responsible parent-
hood, etc. It was also suggested that the documentation provided to our
Sisters could be followed up with a request for informarion on how the
Sisters in the ficld react to this situation, what they are deing about
it, ctc.

3. Reference vas made to the Freedom from Hunger March to be held soon in
the month of May, in various countries throughout the world. Participation
is encouraged.

4, Sisters can take advantage of writing to govermment officials and may
take advantage of the press in order to make knowvm their concerns and views
on topics of such vital issues.

5. It was also suggested that vherever we have convents, it is possible

for the Sisters to live in isolation and only concern themselves with the
Pupils in the schools, the patients in the hospitals, or it is possible

for them to be concerned with the tolal communitvy within which the school

or hogpital or convent is located. In this way, we will maintain a social!
consciousnecss, become aware of the problems confronted by the average family,
and hopefully be able to do somcthing to help them.

6. It was remarked that the current cmphasis on social development,
rural programs, community plamning, credit unions, adult education and
other types of involvement focused on pecople and their problems in the
milicu in which they live, scrves to invelve us more readily in these
world-wide problems than our previous inter-mural programs of teaching,

nurcsing, ete,

7. It was also suggested that we show a greater concern in our various
media of communications with such people—centered projects rather than




SEDOS 71/340

P A n

with prolonged discussions of "subsidiarity', "ccolle
and similar sclf-ccntered or congregation—centered discussions. Emphasis
on the critical needs of the peoples of the world will probably be much

P r e liaal Hh
oo oagalt

more mecaningful to the missionarics in the ficld and probably me

iality" M"parousia",

'
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for all religicus.

8, Experiencdss of the Sisters indicate their awareness of the problems facing
Average parcnts of middlc ircome in meciinyg axl the necds of their

For examplo, coven if the parents succeed in providing tfor all the caiicren
materially, arce they always ablce to provide for them spiritually and psycho-
logically? Tiying Lo respond fo The human nocds af scveral children {esvecial-
ly if they are closce in age) ig very draining psychologically for the mother,
cven 1f she docs not recalize it or at least does not complaln aboul 1t.
However, it is possible for her to fail one or another child, simply be-

cause she cannot ecxtend herself beyond a certain point. If this situation
exists ecven in a fairly stable family, how much more so, when the parents

cannot even provide oncugh food?

9. With regard to the question of parents being justified in having many
children, if they are able to provide for them physically and spiritually
(given the extent of overpepulation), the group felt it difficult to answer
this questicon, if consideration was not also given to a more cquitable
distribution of this carth's goods. In other words, if parents in well
developed countries with a high per-capita income have less children, but
there is no levelling off of weallh Jistribution betweon the poor countries
and the wealthy countries, not much would be achiceved, except a higher

- A hA

C5 Wil D¢

per=capita incomc for the wealtny country becCausc e Dicl
distributed over a smallcer number of persons,
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HEALTH GROUP ~ Report of Discussicn Group 4 (Dutch)

The Follouwinag nheervatione were madco:—

One sister knew from her experience in the Philippines that people like to
have large families; one of the reassns is that it shows their wealth. The
same holds for Indonesia, as one of the participants obeerved. The pecple
have no alnbal wiew. TF they live in 1 kampong ~vd ooly bW Lne people in
their own and the neighbouring village, they don't nunderstand us when we tell
them about the population explosién in the world. They have no concrete

idea of all theee hillinng we gpeil nbout, unlezs they are wban dwellers.
Conscquently it is not easy to give these people the right motivation for
applying birth control.

Another sigter knew fram her evperience in Africa that in the ¢ld Alrican
way of life a sort of family planning existed. People knew how to find and
prepare certaim herbs which made the women temporarily infertile {thesc were

not harmless).

A question was: - Could more rescarch be done in this £field? It might then
become possible to develop different methods from something people are
already familiar withe

The pill as a method of contraception was considered tog_expensive for poor

people. In the Philippincs they are donated by American agencies, but after
some time thesec donations will cease. Once peoople are used to getting them

donated, they will ncet or won't be ablce to pay fur them subsequentlys

A natural aid for the regulating of births could be the raising of the legal
age for marriage in certaln countriess.

One-sided health carc without birth control makes the population growth
accelerate. Consequently if comprehensive health core along with humane
living conditions for all persons born into the world is to be provided,
education as regards responsible parenthood and family planning should also
be included. The Churches nd Christians cannot stand on onc side and do
nothing. We know that it is neither sufficient nor possible to use the
methods approved by the Catholic Church in cvery casc. Governments may take
measures without us, and it is not so sure that all the compulsory methods
are morally right. Even if they were right, the fact they are compulsory
is against the personal freedom of the individuals.

It would be far better for human dignity if we could cducate people in such

a way that they can choose freely from the advised methods. Education in this
. sense meanst- teaching students in schools, engaged and young married couples

about love and respect for each other, making them conscious and aware (if

possible) of the problems of population and their conseguences, giving them

sex education, and telling them thoe pro's and con's of all Lhe ways and

methods of family planning and birth regulation, so that a couple can then
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Summary of Dutch Discussion Group continued

make 2 frec decisicn, based cn love ind respect. Heowever, much guidance
is needed before people cin really 1ct responsibly on their own, nnd for
this reason it is almost impossible to do it for large numberse
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l. Campnigns feor decent living cenditioas arce very impertant, both to
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brin oo 1
serve a1s a means of birth controln( It is known that people confined
iversion or amusemcent than
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in 7 dark shack have ne othor mean
sexual relationships, and their children whe are witnesses of this,
will acauime it g natural +ao Tive in the came Wny)-

Support should be given tc demonstrations against rich countriest
investmcAts (so called development aid) in the Third World, which the
rich countries find very profitable. We should make use of such
international organizations as FAQ, UNESCC, WHO ctc.

2. We can and should stimulate the intercest of the general councils of
our congregitions on these population preblems. Those in charge of
internal communications among our congregations should stimulate the
interest of all their members on this subject through their news and
opinion bulletins. We ourselves have been enriched during this meeting
by sharing our convictions and our opinionss

The prorosal wae miade that £ he informaticn from the meeting and the
convictions voiced during it should be shared with the sisters working
1w Lhe actual ficlde The yroup Lherefore asked for Sr. Jane's talk

plus the reports of the discussion groups to be made available to all
SEDOS cohgregaticons (not only to the members present at the meeting),
and for all the congregations to be cncouraged to send this to the sisters
in the field.

TN I IR



SEDOS 71/343

HEALTH CONTACT GRQUP

A meeting of the (small) Contact Group for Health Services will be heid
cn MAY 18, 1277, 3:30 p.m. 2t the houze of the White Sicters, 1% Via

XXX Aprile.

adals s

1. Review of report of last meeting, .April 13, 1971

2., Evaluation of the largc meeting held or April 27, 1971:

- participation
- content and discussions

3. Function and Membership of:

a. Contact Group {for Group members - sce enclosurce )
b. Large Medical Group (for Group members - sce enclosure)

4. Program for the next year, September 1571 - Junc 1972

Pogsible subjects for next year's meetings:

- follow-up of the meetings held om "Implications of Population Growth
for the Missions"

~ nationalization of hospitals: goal or threat?

- re-training and re-adiustment of sisters who are used to institutional
wyork only

- how to make the General Councils here in Rome awarc of the problems re-
garding the health services in the missions, especially those that have .
no professional medical sisters on the council, yet whose function it is
to make or approve policies regarding the congregation's health work .

- sharing of information about the meetings of CMC by fthose who were
present at these meetings

- explanation of the work of the Christian Medical Commission, the work
done so far and futurce hopes for further cooperation.
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EXECUTIVE CUMMITTEE

A meeting of the Executive Committee of SEDUS will be held on May 13 at
U9.00 at the Secrctariate with the fullowing agenda.

The Agsembly of Generale of June 15, 1971:  agenda,

i

Statement on Sedos position un cooperatrion in the Health Services.

Development:
a) conclusions of the Group on Sedos participation in the Working

Group for Development through Credit Uniong
b) report of Bro. Th. More's participation in the Genewa consultation
convened by the Division of Inter Church Aid Welfare and Refugee

Service.

Jther matters.
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SOCTAL COMMUNICATION WORKING GROUP

There will be a meeting of the Social Communications Working Group ou
MAY 14, 1971, at 16,00, at the Generalate of the Missionary Oblates
(290 Via Aurelia, Tel,: 63~70-251).

The meeting will precede the presentdiion ceremony of
a

el a¥aTe)

ication Directory, organized by SEDOS -—— 1o be hel

fu

PROFQSED AGENDA

1. Bro. Basterrechea to report on the panel organized for the Union of
Major Suveriors (April 15, 1971).

2. Fr. Bamberger to brief the meeting on the project of a course on
religious information. First draft of the curriculum to be discussed.

3. Sr. Dolorina: follow-up on the Vienna Congress (June 14-19) on the
"Image of the Woman in the Mass Media".

4. Fr, Tonna, Executive Secretary of SEDOS to report on requests interesting
the Group.

5. Project submitted by Sr. Marilyn Tully on the organization of a 3-day
seminar on Mass Communication to be discussed,
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DEVELOFPMENT

SPUTLIGHTS uN DARK CURNERS No. 9

"PUSITIUN OF COLOMBIAN BISHUPS ON NATIONAL STRIKE" {8 March 1971)

(swnmary of document given in CELAM 4 (Mar. '71) n..43 o A7)

A secrics of cvents -~ strikes, paralysis ol ayrarian refurm, student UWNrest,
etc. - created the climate fur a general strike on 8 March 1971. Three
days earlier the Permanent Committee of Colombian Bishops issued a 15-
point document describing their stand on various points affecting the
socio-economic life of Colombia.

{1) Underlying thec tensions is a just grievance un the part of the pevple

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

who are in anxiety and misery and ask fur progress.

At the same time,; there are those who promote agitation with a view
to destroying institutions and means of wealth, as if this were a
svlution to economic problems: and this is unjust.

The bishops share the view of the Colombian peuple that change is
necessary for development in justice and peace; to this end, it is a

al and sccial duty to sacrilice personal intereslse.

The right tu property in true econumic demucracy will only be poussible
when the structures make it really possible fur all to have access to
property.

The present digtribution of property and income is vne of the factors

of underdevelopment and mass unemployment.

But re-distribution of gouds alone is not enough: they must be put
to good use. Here peasants and students can help by making a
responsible contribution te the common yoed and greater production.

(7) With Paul VI we censure the unjust econcmic differences between rich

and poor, abuses of administrative authuritye.s.

(8) We hope agrarian reform will be speeded up, even if this will imply

limiting the amount of land that can be held by individuals and groups.
This has to be done honestly, with financial and technical help so
that redistributed land suffices fur family subsistence.

(9} Urban reform is alsu necessary, to give ail a decent house.
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(10) A change in structures is also necessary to give workers some share

(12)

(14)

(15)

in the property and in the decisions of the cempany, so that the
fruit of common endeavor benefits all and not just a few.

ht izens, 1n unions,

Right mu 3 1
cooperatives, etc, so that they can defend their just interests and
take part in the nation's economic and political life; such groups
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We regard with hope the interest shown by youth in the social problems
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of [lie country. We trust chat
to prepare themgelves to build up the structures which they them-

selves desire for their country.

We find it unchristian and dangervus fur the siabiliity of =0Cicty
that those who hold in their hands both property and socio-economic
decisions do not accept these principles, :and do not want to make

the sacrifices necessary for sccial equilibrium.

No less anti-christian and dangerous is the attitude of those who
seek solutions in violence.

Our position is not based on purely temporal principles, but on the

Gospel; we are ministers of Christ in the service of men. Charity
and justice is the essence of Christ's message.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
i. INGOET — RONCCUTRD FORMATION POUR MTSSIONATRREG: "pour une nouvelle

action" du 20 Septembre au 12 Novembre 19/t a Paris, pow missicnaires
qui "revicnnent" ou qui vont "repartir", pour religiux, religiuses, laics
. . JLieu: INCODEP, 32, 34, Aveuue Reille — Paris 14&me Métro: Gliaciére,
Alésia ou Cité Universitaire.

Pour renseignements: INODEP, 7, Impasse Reille, PARIS 14éme,

2. OCIC -~ International meeting on FILMS, FILM STRIPS AND SLIDES AT THE
SERVICE QF THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE, Organized jointly by INTERFILM, OCIC
and GWATT (Switzerland) from May 17th Lo 20th, 1971. Languages: English,
French and German. The meeting is intended mainly for specialists or
people directly interested in the use of films and other material.
Information from:  INTERFILM - Rev. H, Tons, AVA Committee,
Gelsenkirchen

OCIC: E. Becker, S.A.V./OCIC, ROTTENBURG/Neckar

3. OCIC - FILMIS, 117, Via Quattro Fontane, 00184 ROMA (Tel. 47.41.18).
Negotiations are successfully concluding for cbtaining rights oa the
films THE ACTS OF TR¥ APOSTLES and the VISIT OF PCPE PAUL TO UGANDA.
It is important to know the numbcr of persons interested in buying
copies of either film:. in French, Italian or German, format, coiour, etc,

An English version of the VIS5IT CF POPE PAUL TO UGANDA is also
circulated by AMECEA, c/b Rev, J.G, Healey, P,0. Box 21151, NAIROBRI.

4. SMA - "For This Cause" - The life of M. de Marion Brésillac by Patrick
Gantly, SMA § Ellen Thorp, 273 pp.

5. WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES - CATALOGUE of documents available at the
DOCUMENTATION 3ERVICE ON DEVELOTMENT ¢f the WCC 1 February - 31 March 1971,

Copy for consultalion at SEDOS Secretariate.
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Friday, April 30

Wednesday, May 5

Thursday, May 6
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Health Serviceg Session at 0SU Generalate,
via Nomentana 23GC.

Bishop Somé and Fr. Deletcille wf, of Upper
Velta visit the Secretariat. Issues raised:
huw tu present develupment projectis; the
pastoral situation.

Sr. J. Burke, new Mission Secretarv of the
SNDN explores the Secretfariat. Issues
raised: an information system to help
Field missionaries.

The Superior General of the Religious of
St. Vincent de Paul visits the Secretariat.



