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Ronme, 17 Septenber 1971

A tous les Sup”rieurs G‘n”raux
A tous |eurs del egu*s de SEDGCS
A tous les nenbres de SEDCS

Cette semai ne; Page
AGENDA DE L' ASSEnEE GENEEALE 580
AGENDA DE LA REUNION G, MEDI CAL 581
RAPPORT DU COM TE EXECUTI F 582
NOUVELLES DES ET POUR LES GENER. 585
LI STE DES LI VRES RECUS 587
LI VEES D<I NTERET SPECI AL 588
LA SI TUATIONJ PETI TS GROUPES ~ 591
CHRONI QUE 594

PROCHAI NES REUNI ONS;

ASSEKBLEEGENERALE
OM SCHOLASTI CATE, Pi neta Sacch=7B- A

REUNI ON DU GROUPE MEDI CAL
Viad Villa Troili, 32

N, B- The CATHOLI C MEDI A DI RECTORY can be ordered from | RADES, Vo Paisiello 6, ROVA 00198
or fromthe SEDOCS Secretariate - Price $4*00 plus postage - SEDOS Menber Institutes
speci al price $2.00 plus postage”

Sunday, Septenber 19 will be the second anniversary of the death of Joan OVERBCSS,
first Director of the SEDOS Secretariate Fr TONNA vill offer Mass for her and invites
all those vho knew her to remenber her in their prayerso

Di manche 19 Septenbre sera |le second anniversaire de la nort de Joan OVERBCSS, preniere
Directrice du Secretariat de SEDOSo Le Pre TQKNA offrira sa nesse pour elle et il
invite tous ceux qui |'ont connue k se joindre » lui dans leurs pfi“res.

Yours sincerely
P. Leonzi o Bano, fscj
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ASSEMBLY OF GENERALS
Convocation of the 32nd Assenbly of Sedos

The 32nd Assenbly of Superiors General of the Institutes associated in Sedos
will be held:

on Tuesday Septenber 28, at 16.00

at the OM International Scholasticate, 78A via Pineta Sacchetti(via Go Ventura, 60)

with the follow ng agendai

U Mnutes of the 31st Assenbly (71/451 ff).

26 I nformati on about cooperation with the Christian Medi cal Conmi ssion-

3° Africa; Sister Alma Cornely shcj, who recently attended the Pan African -
Mal agasy s™miposiumon the laity will share her conclusions about
t he needs which were expressed there and which could be net by
the Institute. Fr. Agostoni, Superior CGeneral of the FSCJ and
Broo Leo FSC, both of whom attended the synposiumwi ||l be presents

40 Asia : Broo Vincent CGottwald fsc, back froma long tour of Asia will
share his conclusions with the Assenbly
- especially about education and devel opment issues”
Sister Fo Marianti (Tan) osu, of Indonesia, who recently attended
the Tokyo workshop on Education for Devel opment for Sedos will
be presento

5« O her matters.

Sincerely yours

Benj ami n Tonna
Executive Secretary

PoS. Afinancial statenent will be distributed shortly in the weekly service
as a preparation for the budget discussion of Decenber Ass”bly.,



SEDCS 71/ 581

HEALTH - A GE DA: TASK FORCE

A jramiG OF THE TASK FORCE OF THE HEALTH GROUP W LL
BE HELD OT SEPW BER 29TH, 1971, AT THE HOUSE OP THE
JIEDCAL HSS AT SISTERS, VIAD VILLA TRO LI, 32,

AT 4 PM

AGENDA

1, Review of Report of last moo-ting - liay 25

2, « Planning of nmoeting of large Health G oup

- date, tinmo and pl ace
- agenda

- invitations
3c Report on dovol opnonts of our cooperation with CMC - Geneva

4- Date of next nooting

Ao de Vroede, Chairnan
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EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

A neeting of the Executive Conmittee of Sedos was held on Friday, Septenber 10,
at 16030 at the Sedos Secretariat.. The follow ng were present:

Broo Ch» Ho Buttinmer fsc

Sro Jane Gates scmmm

Fro Wo CGoossens cicm

Sro Mo Mo Keyes scrmt - for Sro Mo Tho Barnett
In the chair: Fr, Tho Van Asten
Fromthe Groups: Sr. Aom* de Vreede scnmm
Secretary: Fr* Bo Tonna

Broo Schnepp and Sister Flanagan excused-

lo The minutes of the Executive Comrittee nmeeting of June17* 1971 circul ated
in 71/457 were taken as read and approved after sone clarifications about
the Sedos del egation to the Tokyo seminar* In fact Bro. Hob« Pang fsc
of Hong Kong hadal so been accepted as a representative of Sedos - in case
Si ster Francesca®s (OSU) candidacy involved financial, support and had been
advi sed accordi nglyo Sedos was thus finally represented by two - Broo Pang
and Sro Francesca*

20 The President updated the nenbers of the Executive Conmittee about devel opnents
in the Sedos effort to cooperate with the Christian Medical Gonmi ssiono
Though no final decision had been reached CIDSE seened willing to support
the Sedos Health Goup financially so that, as a Goup, it could have a
full tine secretary in Geneva and thus give Catholics an initial form of
structure to represent their nmedical work at the international I|evels

It was agreed that™ provided this financial support fromC DSE is given,
Sedos woul d appoint Sro Glnmary as the Secretary of its Health G oup.

It woul d be a Sedos-Cl DSE appoi ntrent and woul d have to be cl eared by the
Superior Ceneral of the Maryknoll Sisters - to which Institute (also a
menber of Sedos) Sr. G lnmary bel onged. The Sedos Assenbly woul d be

i nfornmed about this decision.

It was noted that this was a tactical nove and in no way satisfied the
final cooperative objectives of Sedos.
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.3. It was agreed that the agenda of the 32nd Assenbly of Sedos woul d include
the following itens;

a) Infornmation about devel opnents in the Sedos effort to cooperate with
the OMG

b) Communi cation on those needs expressed in the Pan African Ml agasy
congress of the laity - which could be net by the Institutes. S« Al nma shcj,
who attended the congress, would be invited to speak to the Assenbly
about these needs- Fr» Agostoni, Superior General FSCJ and Bro, Leo FSC,
both of whom attended the congress would be invited to be present for
eventual clarifications.

c) Communi cation on the major education and devel oprment issues in Asia.
Bro. Vincent fsc, just back froma long tour of Asia would be invited
to share his views with the Assenbly, Sr. Francesca osu of |ndonesia
(see above, 1,) would be invited to be present for clarifications»

d) A financial statement would be distributed prior to the Assenbly for
consideration as a preparation for the budget discussion of the 33rd
Assenbly in Decenber 1971 .

e) The President would verbally informthe Assenbly about the follow up
of the round of neetings by nei ghbourhood, (summarized in the consolidated

report 71/459 ff)

4. It was agreed that up to date files on mssionary formation facilities
woul d be useful. The Secretariat would conpile these files and eventually
circulate them by continenty in the weekly service. It could also study
the outcone in view of locating areas where such facilities are not adequate

e and thus formul ate proposals for filling these gaps- Fr. |1bba woul d be
in charge of the project.

5* Fr. Tho van Asten expl ai ned the purpose of the neeting of docunentalists
he was calling and presiding on Septenber 16 : to propose ways and neans
for inproving the coordination of the docunentation services avail able
in the Sedos group of Institutes. The neeting would be uns true tiered so
as to allow for a free exchange of information and opi ni on

6c The invitation of Interphil for coments about the draft |egislation on
tax treatnment of certain non profit agencies was considered. Fr» Tonna
was asked to attenpt to interest an expert who could comment on it to the

Executive Committee.
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7. As regards invitations for Sedos del egations:
- ACJF: the invitation should be published in the weekly sei'vice.

- Credit Unions: Fr. Tonna would confer with Fro Fecher on who woul d
represent Sedos at Cctober neeting.

DV:ME; it was agreed to ask Fr. Mond4 to represent Sedos during the
Conmittee neeting of Sep. 27 - COct. 20

8. The financial statenment was distributed and accept ed.

9« It was agreed that the Joint Venture should go on under its present form
The Decenber nunber woul d be dedicated to a review of Sedos activities
during 1971. A questionnaire would be sent to, the Superior Cenerals |ater
in the year in viewof the. budget discussion of Decenber 1971« The WG
Devel opnent woul d al so be asked for an evaluative study of the contents
of the Joint Venture.

Bo Tonna
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NV, S FROM AND FOR THE GENBRALATES

1. FSC MONTH S SESSI ON

Begi nning the 30th of Septenber, all the Provincials and Regi onal M ssion
Superiors of the Brothers of the Christian Schools Vv/ill participate in a
month's session to evaluate the experience of the past five years, and to plan
the comng five years. The session V/ill be held at the Generalate on Via
Aurelia. Present Vv/iill be the representatives of the follov/ing m ssion areas:
French Mest Africa, Canerouns, Congo and Ruanda, South Africa, East Africa,
Madagascar, Reuni on, Egypt and the Maghreb, M ddl e East, Ceylon, India-Pakistan,
Burma, Mal aysia, Philippines, Japan, N geria, Viet Nam Papua-Nev/ Guinea. In
addi tion, fourteen provinces of Latin Anerica Vv/ill be represented.

2. SX and OsU Qi APTSRS

The Xaverian M ssionaries at Parna and the U sulines of the Roman Union at
Rome are holding their Special and El ection Chapters this nonth.

3. ACI SJF International Congress - Le 16e Congr&s International de 1' ASSOC ATI ON
CATHOLI QUE | NTERNATI ONALS DES SERVI CES DE LA JEUNESSE FEM NI NE' aura lieu &
Qostende (Belgique) du Il au 16 Cctobre 1971.

Any Institute or individual menbers v/ishing to take part may do so (and, if
they choose, also represent SEDOS) as a special invitation has been received.
Infornmation is available at the SEDOS Secretari at,

P.L. Bano

4, SODEPAX

"Nev/ Vision" refers to the prospectus for the next 3-year period with effort
concentrated in particular areas. The primary function of SODEPAX is education
for devel opnent and peace —"understood as "arousing people's avareness and en-
abling themto act for change." This involves cooperation v;ith and participating
in creating ecunenical structures attenpting to change attitudes, policies and
institutions in the search for a nore just and humane society. The primary focus
v/iill be on Africa, but results of this work vail constitute a corollary program
for Europe and North America. SODEPAX S contribution is that of "identifying
groups, in building ecunenical bridges, in facilitating the collection and dis-
sem nation of material and suggesting neans by v;hich strategies can be evol ved

and eval uated."

Concern for Asia Vv/ill continue, taking the formof strengthening, deepening and
wi deni ng contacts already extant v/ith ecunenical bodies, as well as establishing
nev;, contacts v;ith groups working in the cause of integral human devel opnent.
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The prornction of peace —for v/ihich purpose SODEPAX v,as organi zed —under the
nev/ programv/ill have as its mmjor focus education and peace, with the sub-
sidiary focus on the relationship betv/een devel opment and peace and the con-
comtant conflicts accompanyi ng Devel opnent.

The maj or part of SODEPAX s original nandate in the field of devel opnent studies
will —in the second 3-year period — involve the inplenentation of a"program
entitled: "Poverty 2000". (Sunmary follov/s)

"POVERTY 2000" - SU-nRY "

It is alnost certain that the present systemof political and econom c relation-
ships is not viable for the next 30 years. Supporting evidence includes:

1) The poorest in the poor countries are getting poorer and nobre nuneri ous.

2) Relative and absolute levels of unenplo3®ent are grov/ing —as are
expect ati ons,

3) "Devel opnent" is associated with grovdng disparities in wealth, incone
and v/elfare,

4) Ecological stresses require a world-v/ide response not yet manifested
by established, effective institutions.

A predictable date for a "break-down" or "blow up" resulting fromthese stresses
cannot be made, but vdth standard techni ques of econom c anal ysis we can shov/

at v/ihat point stresses build up for any set of assunptions about rates of change
and reactions to them The problemof "choice of assunptions" can be resol ved'
by taking "a high-probability set of assunptions about the future on the basis
of the past and observed reactioJ®s to given trends, and see what this inplies

for the very, poor." Help is solicited frompeople working in poor countries,
research published or in process —to "illumnate the poor's o\m view of their
poverty".

The study is directed by Dr. Charles Elliott, Economi st and Anglican priest on
t he SODEPAX staff, vdth the aid of ocher staff nenbers, listed. A snall group
of social scientists and theologians led by Prof. David Jenkins, Director of
the World Council of Churches' Humanum study, conplenment the study team

Further details on the programare available fromthe SODEPAX Secretariat. Plans

for the . publication of the material resulting fromthe research will be an-
nounced in a future issue of their "Nev/sletter”.

G Tierney
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LI ST OF BOOKS RECEI VED conpil ed by Sr. Agnetta SSpS
| NTERNAL!

3.15 MVEP Conpt e Rendu de M ssion 1 970.

316 Power SMVA M ssi on Theol ogy Today. Anmerican edition

3.17 SEDCS Catholic Media Wrld Directory 1971 by Ramon Aguil o.

3.18 C™M Cat al ogus Provinci arum Donoriim ac Personarum 1 970.

EXTERNAL ;

6. 86 Sal esi an Press, Cape Town

The Catholic Directory of Southern Africa 1968.
6. 87 Robert Aron  The Jewi sh Jesxis.

6. 88 Kevin M Cahill, editor
The Unt apped Resource.

6. 89 J. Vankrunkel sven
D6vel oppenent et jeunes Eglises d' Afrique Noire.

6.90 Bernard P. Meyer, W
The Whol e Vorld is My Nei ghbor.

6. 91 J. Vankrunkel sven
Jeunes Eglises d Afrique Noire en question- Annexes.

6. 92 David 0. Moberg
International Directory of Religious Information Systens.

6. 93 a SR I nternational Conference for Sociology and Religion:
Acts of the 11th Conference 1971 .
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DOOaB]TS O SPIGJAL |INTEREST - BOOKS

1, CloSoR

2. XHTENMTATIO>lilL DI RECTORY OF RELIG QUS IM- OmTl ON
3- PROCESSO ALLS M SSI ON

4. 'JEE DIVIWWORD M SSI OMRY IH A TIME OF CHANGE
10 CloS. R

Le secretaire executif du SEDCS a re9u linvitation a la lie Conference
Internationale de Sociologie religieuse ( Opatija, Yougoslavie, 20-24

septenbre 1971 ) et aussi 578 pages de docunents sur |le thenme; "Religion

et religiosite? atheisne et non croyance dans les societes industrielles

et urbanisees"o Parm |es docunments: -

1) Jean-Paul Rouleau - Situation et avenir de |a dinension confessionelle
de |'hopital catholique: problematique d une rGcherchQa

2) Paul Stryckman - Refornmes diocesaines et dempcrat!sation - Opinions des
pretres du Canada.

3) Afonso Gregory - Exercice de |*autorite dans |'Egliso catholique en Bresil.

4) Thomas Gannon - The differential organisation of religious profes-
si onal s.

5 Mchel Sinon - Attitudes religieuses et conportenents politiques.; pro-
positions de recherche.

6) Andrzej Swiecicki - La foi religieuse des Jeuhes en Pol ogne.

7) Anna Pav;el czynska - Les attitvdes de |a population rurale envers la
religion.

8) Stofica Bahtijarevic - Sone charaoteriestics of the religiosity of sec-
ondary school attendants.

9) Zdenko Roter - Nature et structure de la religiosite en Slovenie.

10) Esad Gmc - Structure do la conscience religieuse dans los mlieux
ruraux et urbains.

11) Kiyom Morioka - The inpaci the physical novenent of popul ati on on
Japanese TOltri<"M-" after the Norld VWar |1.

12) Carlo Caldarola - Non-church Christianity in Japan (Wstern Christianity
and Japan's cultural identity).

13) Hans Mol - The effect of beliefs and unbeliefs in Australia.

14) Raynond Dani el - Appartonancc religieuse ot vie quotidi enne dans uno
villo do |I'CQuest africain.

15) David B. Barrett and Trevor D. Vorryn - Religious affiliation and pract-
ice in contenporary African States: some research hypot heses.

16. Joseph Tommcy - The failure of Mihayana Buddhi sm
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17) Frangois Houtart - Mecanisnmo du processus de secul arisation dans |es
soci etes asiatiques: etudes de la minorite catholiquo a Ccylano

18) WmJ-oJo Kusters - Froma universal church to a local church: bal ance
and perspoctive in the devel opnment of the Roman catholic church in the
Net her | ands.

19) John Bo Snock - The transformation of religious synmbolismin technol og-
ical culture.

20) Antonio Guntlli - La secularisation entre la religion et |'atheiBne,

21) Francis Hanbyc, Emilo Scrvais', Liliane Voyo - Religion ot reproduction
cul turolle.

22) Roger Croif - A sociological reflection on nothodol ogical problens in
the enpirical study of socularizationo

28) Colin Canpboll - An approach to the conooptualisation of irroligion and
irroligiosity.

29) Srdjan Vrcan - Sone thooretical inplications of tho religiosity as a

mass phenomenon in a socialist society.
'S$' MolM Doc.noo 6/93 EXT.)

immTIOML DI RSGTQRY OF RELIG QUS | WORMATI ON SYSTEMS

This consists of 7T profiles of "Servizi di dooumentasionG o studi" about
religion conpiled by the Chairman of tho Dept. of Soci ol ogy and Ant hr opo-
| ogy of MarquottG University, Dr= D=0, Moborg, I ndexes

- typo of information system

- religious faith or denom nation

- location

- religiousinformation system

(Sedos Doo, no» 6/92 EXT.)

PROCESSO ALLE M BSIQM - Pioro Gheddo - EM 1971 ( 57pp- 400 lire)

An Gxcol l ont sunmary of tho current debate on Christian Mssions, listing
tiiG issues raised and the responses given on mssion - a) structuros

Ny "d™"\adS and c) notivoso

The author is the editor of tho well-infornmod MONDO ¢ M SSI ONI and hor e,
attenpts a synthesis of his w de know edge and experience in his crystal
clear styloo This little book should bo translated and w dely distributed
aliiongm ssi onari es,

B. Tonna
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40 THE. DI VINE KORD M SSI ONARY IN A TI ME OP CHANGE

Noo 5 (1971) 58pp. English, Gornman exid Spanish

This "booklet, fifth,of the scries iviich the SVD Superior General, Father
John riusinsky, is directing to nonhers of his Society, differs somewhat
in formand content fromits four predecessors*

Instead of following the pattern of an encyclical letter on a tinely topic,
this 56-page booklet is divided into 13 chapters designed as a collective
exani nati on. of conscience for use by SVD conmunities and individual racm -
bcrso Each Chapter presents a nunber of scripture texts (selected by a
team of exegctes); those texts are followed by a paragraph of commentary
applying their nessage to the Society's lifej lastly, there are pointed
guestions for individuals and for comunities. The thenes are: Faith in
Qur Lord Jesus Christ - Conversion - Love - Love as Service - A Radical
Response to the Challcngo of Christ - The Service of the Wrd - Prayer

- Renovm is Brought About by the Spirit - The Follovjing and the Cross -
Li berty ~ Truthful ness - Comunity - Hope.,

Two copies available at SEDOS in English*
Fr. V, Fecher svd
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THE SI TUATION, The Pastoral Trend Towards Small G oups.

1. What could have been considered as a passing phenonenon is now being taken

very seriously; the trend towards the small, face-to-face group —whether in the
Church or in society at large. V/e will here attenpt to list sonme of the ngjor
conclusions on this "sign of the tines".

2. The small groups springing up alongside of the official institutions (also called
free groups, formal groups, communes, basic groups or comunities) will be the
crucial structure of the Church of tomorrow. (National Pastoral Week, Italy, 1971).
Pastors nmust becone famliar with their internal la™s and potenti al

3. As a Church structure the small group "nust have as its foundation the Wrd of
God and, insofar as possible, find their fulfillment in the Eucharistic celebration
al ways in communion with and dependent on the local bishop. The Community v/ill
develop to the degree that its menbers have a sense of belonging that |eads them
to solidarity in a comon mission and acconplishnent of common active participation
conscientious and fruitful, in liturgical and conminity living. To this end it is
necessary to lead themto live as a conmunity, pursuing a common objective to reach
sal vation by nmeans of a life of faith and |ove." (CELAM- Medellin 1968)

4. Man cannot live without structures. The emergence of this structi”re has been

a spontaneous response to the kind of life which contenporary man is called to live.
The family, once extended to a wide kinship circle, has often been reduced to
husband, wife and children. The primary, face-to-face, relationships of the rural
mlieu have been replaced by the secondary, anoninnous, contacts of the city. This
produced advantages but nodern man is now mssing the things he had to give up;
primary, person-to-person interaction

5 In primtive cultures the snall group v,as necessary for econom c reasons to
provide for the day-to-day needs of the people. The basic concept was "all share in
all", and the result v/ias a "primary group". The first economic revolution result-
ing fromagriculture and animal rearing led to a social and cultural revolution.
Settlenents, villages and to\-ns devel oped, denmandi ng structures and organi zati ons.

A cluster of fanmilies becane a tribe, a group of tribes became a people or nation:
the dawn of macro-structures. These conprised "secondary groups" superinposed on
"primary groups". Sociologically, this resulted in another kind of group in

society —an "intermediate structure" betv/een t.ie person and the |arger socia
system

7. The Christian Church devel oped from a Church-as-conmunity (internediate structure)
to the Church-as-society (macro-structure). Christ and his Apostles constituted

a "primary group". Later, the Christian Church adopted the social style and or-

gani zation of the Roman Enpire and so the ,h Church, at first an ecclesial community,
became an ecclesial society. The parish comunity vas a kind of mcrocosmof small
primary groups (the famlies) beconming the "internmediate structure” between

the individual (or the famlies) and the Church as a w der society.

8. The underlying thrust of the technol ogical society is above all the grov/th
of econoni ¢ production. The basic assunption of the comunity in a techno-

| ogical and industrial culture is that the increase of consunmer goods-

v/iill produce an increase in the consuner's v/ell-being. |Industrialization
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has caused the old "internediate structures" to disappear. Today, people are
grouped in a vast mass —a newkind of social system (Nuij-KSIA, 1971)

This creates problenms when man di scovers that the systemwhich is supposed to
satisfy his needs, develops needs of its ovmand asks himto satisfy them
witness the case of the advertisers v;ho "create the need for a nev; car" so that
the notor industry does not "grind to a halt". Man thus becomes "conditioned —
the creature of the inpersonal system he created.

9. It appears possible that the | arge organi zati on has beconme too large and i m
personal to satisfy human needs and the famly too personal and limted to

handl e its responsibilities. Sociol ogi sts argue that the nodern city —a product
of the technol ogical society —provides the individual v/ith viable alternatives
One of these is the small group. But the deep seated distrust of the city in
V7estern culture often |l eads people to ignore this, in order to go back to the
romanticized inmago of a ruiral comunity v/iith stable life patterns, personal con-
tacts. They overl ook the negative sides of its conservatism exclusiveness, sus-
pi cion, and total control. And, above all, they forget that the rural conmunity
pattern is not feasible in the nodern city.

10. The technol ogi cal society has undoubtedly had serious consequences for the
human person: depersonalization, |oneliness, newneurosis. But it also offered
new opportunities for freedom new v/iays of forming relationships. Still, this
positive side is nore a possibility than an achievenment. |In the face of the
failure to create totally nev/ structures to neet the now needs, the small group
may be thought of as the"strategy" of the internediate stage in social revolution.
It is a response to depersonalization, to |loneliness, to neurosis. It offers an -
escape from oppressive structures, an opportunity to be recognized, to becone
aware, to be integrated in society, to find neaning, to activate one's principles.

11. The nmission of the.Church is to evangelize the city: only this stance allov;s
us to fornulate the problens raised by the existence of small groups al ongside
the old structures —and to find a solution. The parish corresponds to the
secondary structures of the city —while the small group v/ould correspond to
the primary structures. Both are necessary for nan.

12. People go to small groups not to learn nev/ truths, but to discover the truth
about their lives. When they go, they seek: to be accepted —dynam cs of
personal integration; to comruni cate —dynami cs of conmunication; to enact
roles and render services; to intercornmmunicate. (Mertens Th.: Les Petits

G oup 1971)

13. Frustration and alienation created by the atom zation of man's existence

and by the over-organized and nechanical unifornmity of the trained personne

is also alive in the Church, particularly in the anon3™ty of the |large parishes
and the formalismof sonme religious conmmunities. Recourse to the small group

could be an attenpt to rediscover a sense of brot:ierhood —a personal rel evance

of the faith which covers political, personal and social problems. Thus the
nmotivation is to live the political consequences of the faith as viell as the inter-
nal life of the Church. The nain enphasis is alv/ays on intimate personal
relations and a groat deal of freedomfor all nenbers.
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14. The novement towards life-in-comon has as its root dissatisfaction with the
present society and its inhuman and depersonalizing structures. And so Christian
communes —a special Icind of the "small group” —viere narked by the keynote of
protest. There are various forns of protest. The influence of T.V7. Adorno

("The Authoritarian Personality, New York,"1950), Herbert Marcuse ("One-D nensional,
Man, Boston, 1964), Eric Fronmis "Der Mbderne Mensch und seine Zukunft", 1955

and J. B. Metz's work on political theology is here very evident.

The criticism of the nmajor Churches concerns both the kind of authority adopted
and the v/ay it is exercised. This criticismof the Church fits inwith the
universal criticismof institutions in general. There is a striking affinity
betv/een the thenes of religious expectations and those of political protest:
Thus, Eschatol ogy corresponds to the comon good of societyj the Kingdomto the
perfect society? Redenption to the liberation of those that are oppressed? the
Church to a cl assl ess society.

Protest has passed from theory to action —political action through a frontal
attack on the structures and the creation of an ideal community nodel in spontaneous
and i ndependent groups which aimat enbodying the Brotherhood of Mn.

15. Vhile the primary groups criticize the society, they try to formnov/, internediate
communi ties which are at the hunman |evel and v/here the individual can rediscover

his ov/n identity. The best criterion to classify then seeins to be the vay in v/hich
the group viants to pursue this end and the degree to which it already achieves it.
(Nuij, 1S3@, 1971). Thus, the enphasis could be a) on direct action (action teams -
formed by students and intellectuals); on b) av/areness (as in Latin Arerica with
groups of Christians including priests and religious participating); or on c)

the creation of a small-scale nodel of society.

16. Anong the characteristics of all small groups, the nost general seemto be;

an increase in av/areness (conscientization); the denocratic pattern? sonme honobgeneity
in the mentality of the menbers? nechanisns for resolving conflict? and vVok —

as a neans of survival and as an expression of creativity.

17. Natural communities flourish in nmodern urban situations and have not been re-
cogni zed to date. More attention should be paid to |I) the intersection points
wher e individuals connect v/iith others vho share a common center? 2) brief, in-
tense associations demandi ng total conmtnent and influencing subsequent personal
devel opment ? 3) nornmtive institutions becomng nore "coriimunity-like" ? and 4)
those experinments v/ihich deliberately try to preserve traditional communities.

By recogni zing social needs v/ihich are already present and discarding our timdity,
vie may enrich rather than destroy.

As Christians, particularly, we nust frequently rem nd ourselves that our knov/ledge
of man and his behavior —Iike our knov/ledge of God —is a never-ending task.

(Scherer; PW Col | oqui um 1971 )
G Tierney

Tho follbv/ing have been extensively used in conpiling the above: Th. Maertens,
"Les Petits Goupes"? "New Forms of Community"- Ton Nuij and other papers of
the Pro Mundi Vita Col | oquium 1971? The papers of the National Pastoral Vreek,

Ronme, 1971.
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1971:

SEDOS 71/594

At the neeting of the Devel opment Working Group,

a maj or change in direction vas decided. The
menbers agreed to become a Study Group, providing

a focus and guidelines on specific areas for the
Secretariat to pursue. The first of these is to

be "Urbani zation and the M ssions". Fr. Arthur
MacCor mack mhm al so partici pated. SEDCS st af f
appreciates the enthusiasm expressed for its efforts

Fr. Burnier, a secular priest fromBrazil, acconpanied
by Fr, Cates cssr are welconmed visitors. Fr. Burnier
viho was born deaf —one of the only 4 priests in the
Catholic Church who were born deaf —is v/orking

with Fr. Gates in the apostol ate anong the deaf.

A nost inspiring effort!

Fr. Tonna gratefully accepts the invitation fromFr.
Georg crmto join himfor supper and discuss v/ith
his Superior Ceneral, Fr. Holzner and the Vicar
General, Fr. Pius Rudloff, plans for a follov7-up
neeting on "Brazil" (SEDCS 71/353). Fr. Georg

| eaves shortly for Vienna to attend the M ssion
Study Week sessions.

At the house of the Ursuline Sisters of the Ronan
Union, Fr. Tonna visits Mthers van Dun and Th, Wl sh,
and |l earns of the on-going General Chapter neeting
vdth Sisters attending fromall parts of the world.
He al so has the opportunity to neet personally Sr.

F. Marianti (Tan) of |Indonesia vho generously acted
as the SEDOS Representative at the Kyoto Wirkshop

on Education for Devel opnent.

A | arge nunber of Documentalists and other interested
nenbers of SEDCS Institutes attend the informal neet-
ing called by Fr. Th. Van Asten pa. President, today
at the Jesuit Curia at 1600. (See report in bulletin
of 24 Septenber 1971)

Sr. Burke snd-n, Mssion Secretary, informs Fr.
Tonna about the mission sessions she has been at -
tending in Belgium Sr. Burke |eaves for Africa

in the near future to spend several nonths there —
her first visit to this area. Al success to her!

The luncheon planned by Fr. Arthur MacCornmack mhm
for Fr. Tonna is not only for pleasure but the
busi ness of discussing in detail the new direction
of the Devel opment Working Group and a "situation
paper" on Popul ati on Probl ens.

G Tierney



