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ASSEMBLY OF GENERALS

M nutes of the 32nd Assenbly of Superior Generals associated in SEDCS hel d
at the Schol asticate of the Ooblates of Mary Immacul ate, via Vineta Sacchetti,
Rome, on Septenber 28, 1971 at 1600.

Present were the follow ng Reverend Fathers, Brothers,. Mthers and Sisters:

Sr, MR Adamssnd; Fr. T. Agostoni fscj; Fr. L. Bano fscj? Bro. H Boyle cfx;

Fr. V. Buhlmann of mcap; Sr. J. Burke ssndj Bro. C.H Buttiner fscj Sr. M Conroy fmm
Sr, A Corneiy shcj; Fr. G Cussac nep; Sr. Gde Th6linrsc; Sr. A de Vreede schmnj
Sr. S. Demey icm Fr. Denis ofra-capj Sr. B- Flanagan sfbj Sr, J. Gates scnmm

Mo. M M Concal ves rscj Fr, WGoosens cicnj Bro. V.CGottwald fsc? Sr. M H Hoene ssndj
Fr. A Ibba sx; Sr. Marie Jos™e sa? Sr. MKeenanrscm Sr.MM Keyes scmmt;

Fr. G Lautenschlager cormj Sr. Marianti osuj Fr, O Sullivan csspj Fr. V.Poggi sj;

Fr. J.Richardson cm 'F. L. Roncin nepj Fr. F. Saclcett omi; Bro. G Schnepp sm

Sr. M-Ch. Schweitzer snd-n; Sr. Mnica Tsuji snd-n; Fr. S. Tutas sm Sr, MJ.vanDun osuj
Fr. E. Verdieu cssp; Mo. MT. Vash osu? Fr. F. Vesthoff nsc.

President; Fr. Th. Van Asten pa
Secretary: Rev. B. Tonna

(Translators: Fr. Meyer pa; Sr. Castejon rsc)

1. The Mnutes of the 31st Assenbly, distributed on 25 June 1971 (SEDCS 451 ff)
v;ere taken as read and approved.

2. Fr. Van Asten v/elcomed tv;o new Superior Generals —Fr, S, Tutas smand Bro.
H Boyle cfx. He then reported on the cooperation with the Christian Mdi cal
Commi ssion (item 1, Agenda, SEDCS 71/ 580), by reading fromthe M nutes of the
31st Assenbly, with specific reference to the conclusions of the nmeeting of the
Executive Conmittee of SEDOS v/ith the Executive Committee of the CMC earlier in
June. Specifically, "SEDOS as a private group could —and woul d —col |l aborate
with the CMC. . . . try to raise funds to cover expenses incurred by the parti -
cipation of Catholics in (a) neetings of CMC, (b) ensuring liaison with the
field; (c) establishing |ocal coordinating and pl anning agenci esjand (d) or-
gani zi ng wor kshops and consultations in the field. This practical cooperation
woul d not be an official act of the Catholic Church .. " He then stated
that there vas nov/ a Catholic consultant staff nenmber to CMC in Geneva —Sr,

Gl mary Simons.

3. Sr. Alma Cornely shcj —after expressing her great joy in returning to the e
“land of ny heart", gave a report on her participation at the PanAfrican- Ml agasy
Laity Seminar in Accra (Ghana) 11- 13 August 1971, sunmmarized as follov/s:

The report covered four points; (A) The origin, conposition and general function-
ing of the Seminar; (B) Personal inpressions; (c) Quotations fromthe Del egates
indicating the basic trends of thought; of the Laity; and (t>) Thoughts on salient
points for religious working in Africa.

A - The therme of the Seminar vias "The Commitment of the Laity in the growth
of the ChTArch and the integral devel opnent of Africa".

- The origin of the sem nar v/ias the expressed desire for a PanAfrican Laity
nmeeting by many African participants in the Third Wrld Congress for the Lay
Apost ol ate, Rome, 1967.
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~~ The initiative cane fromthe African nenbers of the "Cointil on the Laity"

- Delegations from 36 African countries participated, nost of themin-
cluded a priest and a religious,

- The atnosphere of the sem nar vas not one of sinply a "conference" where
people cane to listen, but a "working neeting" with interaction and full partici-

pati on.

~ Preparation involved sending out questionnaires |last year to all National
Committees on the inportant ideas to be discussed. Carefully thought out replies
v/iere received from 23 countries and the synthesis of those replies was avail able
for Viorkshop | eaders as background materi al .

- An indication of the strong support of the Church by Africans v/as the
fact that the delegations had to provide for 50% of the financing of'the Seminar.

B. Personal |npressionss

- The senminar v/ias a good experience in "community" —the community that
should exist —priests, religious and laity vrorking tov/ard a common goal .

- Although great efforts v/iere nade to conduct all discussions in a spirit
of fraternal |ove, a strong feeling of resentment against the forms of "patern-
alism and "clericalism was evident. The laity nade a strong plea to be given
responsibility and freedomto initiate and —above all —to be trusted.

- There vias a hint of reproach for our lack of time for the spiritual di-
nmension —our relationship to Christ. Laity wanted to establish this relationship.

- The statenent by M. John Nino of Ghana, Menber of the Council on the
Laity, Consultor of the S. Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, should
be noted by all; "It is the thinlcing of many African Christians that the use of
the term'Mssionary' applied to foreigners fromthe Universal Church working in
Africa is anachronistic and a misnoner. By now, when the Holy Father has said
*'You Africans are mssionaries to yourselves'the continuous use of the termm ssion-
ary applied only to foreigners retards the grov/th of the African Church in its
m ssi onary di nensi on and nmakes people look on the Church as a foreign establish-
ment. The feeling is that foreigners in Africa should play the rol e of helpers

and auxiliaries and help t'o give the Church on this continent its full maturity
and its authentic African character."

- The Sem nar provided a v/iondcrful opportunity for the Laity of Africa to
experience a sense of their o\msolidarity and com ng of age.

- Afeeling of misgiving vas had about the superficial nature of sone
of the discussions —partly due to an "overloading"” of the program and partly
due to lack of input in the vay of introductions by experts to the main topics.
This was especially true in discussions on Ecunenism particula-*ly on the question
of mxed marriages. A lack of know edge v,as revealed as to the latest teaching
of the Church on this subject, as v/ell as on social teachings.
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C. Basic llrends in Thought of the Laity:

- There arc two basic trends; ) Independence —not only politically,
but culturally, socially and religiously; and 2) Devel opment —not only economnic
but the devel opnent of Man. The quotation fromthe nessage from Fope Paul VI
relating to the dual commitnent to God and the devel opment of Africa, and that
fromDr. K A Busia, Prine Mnister of Ghana on the need for knov/ledge by the
Church of the old traditions and custons as well as the understanding by the Church
of the struggle for new beliefs and practices, strongly focused the situation,
(other quotations were read to support these trends.)

D. Thoughts on Salient Points for Religious VWorking in Africa:

The need for the African Laity to be treated as "adults" —to be listened
‘to and allowed to carry out initiatives.

- The discrepancies betv/een what is taught in Church and actual life.

- The joint responsibility for a dialogue between clergy and laity.

- Knowl edge of |ay novenents by the Fathers and Sisters.

- Consciousness that organizations and attitudes are carry overs from
Eur ope, etc., instead of allow ng these to evolve according to
the needs of the people.

- The plea fromlaity for better formation.

- Better nethods of religious education.

- The need for further study and research by Christian intellectuals on
urban problenms, and their solutions v;ith a Christian dinmension.

- The need for |eadership training centers.

- Better selection of personnel working in the field.

- Awareness of the negative effect of a predonm nance of expatriate Religious
in authority in Catholic Schools

In summary, Religioxis should receive a formati on which, woul d enable themto dealt
with problenms of adult Christians holding responsible positions in admnistration,
political and business life. They nmust be prepared for frank dial ogue.

COWENTS on SR CORKELY' S REPORT BY FR. AGOSTOKI, Superior Ceneral of the FSCJ

Fr. Agostoni, Superior Ceneral of the Verona Fathers v;ho had al so attended
the Congress, remarked that it vas very different fromthe previous one, held in

Uganda in 1953. The latter Vvas still dom nated by Europeans, but the Ghana ses-
sion v/ias overv/helmngly African. And, the Africans shol/ed a remarkable ability
to conduct the discussion. The fact pointed out that, though rncth still had to

be done, a lot had been acconplished by and for the laity in twenty years.
African |aymen had becone very conscious of their role in the Church,

The nessage of the 1971 Congress vias clear; The laity viere asking the clergy
(and not,as before, vice versa) to help themcontinue to pronote African (rather

t han European) values. It vas still an open question, ho\"?ever, whether the pro-
cess of Westernization was reversible —especially \?%Nth Africans vho had been
trained in Western Universities. 1In any case, the Congress did not provide depth or

detail about the.Africanization process. In particular, it skirted the Pan-African
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i ssues and preferred to exchange viev/s about conditions- in particular African
countri es.

Two thorny questions viere Solidarity and Marriage. Solidarity vas often
seen in terns, of the fanmly and the clan, rather than, as in the West, in terns
of individuals vho opened thenselves to other individuals. Marriage was not

the "com ng together" of tv,o individuals (Wstern idea), but of two clans. It
was |ogical that the African concept of individual freedomwould differ from
the Western one. Pol ygany presented another hurdle:, there v/as no agreenent

anmong the various African traditions on v/ihether it represented tvo or nore mar-
riages or sinply one marriage (one man and one v/ifo) v/ith other relationships of
concubi nage (one vdfe, one or nore concubi nes).

QUESTI ONS AW ANBffiRS s

QUESTI ON:  Despite our declared policies of Africanization, did it not seemthat
the African people viere not alv/iays prepared' to have a "church of their ovm»?

ANSV/ EP. (Sr. Cornely) - The general attitude is that our "dom nating" presence

in institutional life vias no | onger acceptable. W viere expected to recognize
that their viay of running institutions v/iould be different fromour viay. 1In the
countries vihere Ve should still stay; We nust adopt subordinate roles. The heads

of African institutions nust be African.

QUESTION: Did the Del egates express a desire to preserve Polygany and nake it
a cultural value?

ANSVWER: (Sr. Cornely) - The idea vas not expressed in the Assenblies, but there
vias sharp division of opinion in the groups, Hov/ever, the nmgjority of those
present did not acknov/ledge it as a Pan African value. Further, froma socio-
economi c point of vievz, it vas evolving on its ovn and coul d di sappear,

QUESTION:  VMould the laity favor married clergy?

ANS/ER (Sr. Cornely) - This subject vas not discussed at the Seminar,

4. Bro. Vincent CGottwald fsc, vho had recently returned - froma long tour of Asia
gave a report: As Secretary of Mssions for the FSC, he had set hinself the fol-
lov/iing objectives: |I. (a) Study the present educational systemand the functions

of the Institute —particularly those contributing in a specific vay to devel op-
ment of the country and education of the poor; (b) Study possibilities of better

application of our efforts to the real needs of the country; (c) Study the actual
needs and establish priorities of projects contributing to the education devel op-
ment of -the country.

Il. As Director of the M sereor-SEDOS Personnel Devel opnent Program contact
the National Conferences of Mjor Superiors and —as far as possible —the
Secretariates of the Episcopal Conferences to present and explain the program

I1'l. On behalf of Msereor, visit several of the inportant educational pro-
jects financed by them
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IV. On behalf of SEDOS and FAO, hel p establish contact betv;een the |ocal
church organi zati ons engaged in devel opnent v/iork and FAO resident representatives.

- The coimries he had visited v;ere; Israel, Wst Pakistan, |India, Ceylon,
Burma, Thail and, Mal aysi a (including Borneo), Singapore, Hong Kong, Vietnam
Phi | i ppi nes and Japan.

- Val uabl e on-the-spot infornmation vas obtained fromcontacts v/iith Devel opnent
Bureaus (Indian Social Institute and AFPEO in India, CPS in Thailand; NASSA in
the Philippines). Mst inportant neetings viere v/iith Secretaries or Chairnen of
Epi scopal Conferences in all countries visited except Ceylon and Japan. Con-
ferences of Religious Major Superiors viere contacted in all countries, except

Japan, .v/here no interest in Personnel Devel opnent Programv/as shov/n. The consensus
vias that the Programcould effectively help towards the much needed cooperation
betv/een the various Religious Congregations and v/ith epi scopates and ot her groups.
Many applications v/ithin the Programhave al ready been received and are being

processed as qui ckly as possi bl e.

- Meetings viith FAO resident representatives v/iere organi zed in India, Ceylon,
Mal aysi a, Thail and, Vietnamand the Philippines, These resulted in the discovery
of the varied and many possibilities for nutual aid in cooperation v/iith Agencies
i ke FAO —especially in planning projects v/ith the expertise of FAO personnel
avail abl e v/ithout cost, FAO benefits fromcontact v/ith grass root nissionaries
interns of knov/ledge of real situations, people' s attitudes, obstacles to

Devel opnent v/ork, etc.

- M seoreor Sponsored Projects; Enphasis cannot be too great on the fact that
there is a lack of conmpetent personnel everyv/hore to staff specialized schools.
There is urgent need for SEDOS General ates and non- SEDOS congregati ons engaged
in Devel opment viork in Asia to pool their resources in personnel v/ihere feasible.

- Education; (Quoted verbatimfromthe report)

"I'n PAKI STAN and I MDI A, private schools are under grovi/ing strict control by
their governnents.

"I'n CEYLON, the nationaled christian schools function v/iell in places v/ihere the
heads of these schools knov/ hcv/ to deal vicll viith the governnent departnents con-
cerned. The private unai ded schools, nost of which are Catholic |arge secondary
schools, are catering nore and nore to the 'better-to-do' Catholic popul ation and
thus are gradually creating a 'privileged Catholic group' if not altogether a
privileged catholic 'ghetto'.

"I'n MALAYSI A the Catholic schools are governnment aided and are in a sort of
scm -nationalised state of affairs with a fast tightening control by the governnent
especially in East Mal aysia (Borneo). Private schools are nostly engaged in aca-

dem c educati on.

"An VIETNAM t here are nmany m ssion schools but as they have to live on the fees
levied fromthe pupils the problemof the |arge nunbers of the poor v/ho have no

nmeans of education is grow ng very gl oony.

HONGKONG private schools receive aid fromthe Col ony's governnent; nost of
the Catholic schools are of high standard but also for the v/iell-to-do. The |arge
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nmbers of evacuees, nobst very poor people, do not yet receive sufficient attention.

"In the PH LIPPINES all schools, and private schools especially, are today faced
v/ith much student unrest because of the political and social situation in that
country and al so because of the higher fees that the private schools are obliged
to levy in order to function efficiently. Hov/ever, the church problens are very
much in the limelight in that country and outside, and this may be for the good of
the church as a first step tov/ards a change. Religious orders, and to sone extent,
the church authorities are getting nore and nore concerned v/ith finding solutions
to these probl ens.

"As for JAPAN where ny' contacts v,ere rather limited, | could offer only this
comment - that v/hatcvor educational Vaz the church does in that country it nust
be of a very high standard and v/ell adapted to the Japanese culture and highly
devel oped technol ogi cal progress. The Christian school is probably the best neans
of the Christian presence and testinony in Japan today.

"There, are countries |like Burma v/here conpl ete nationalisation has talcen place
v/ith a total exclusion of private schools. Qher countries are fast orienting this
policy of total national education (in the broadest sense of this term). Their
policies re grants and foreign aid are all geared tov/ards a system of conplete
governnment control in viev/ of their governnent priorities? e.g. India and Mal aysi a
and to a great extent, Ceylon.

"The nunber of private institutions, for one reason or another, show a tendency
to decline in face of state programmes in a' policy of national education. The pop-
ulation is steadily growing but the nunbers vho can avail thenselves of a Christian
orientated education Vv/ill be linmted by the dim nishing nunber of schools and of
the religious personnel to cater for them Wile one cannot deny the need for the
masses to obtain a technical or vocational education, it has to be admitted that,
at least for sone tine to cone, the intellectual |eaders v/ill come fromthe aca-
dem c type of school.

"My attention throughout the long travels, v/as centred on education, Vv/ith special
enphasis on Technical and Agricultural education. Mre than in Africa or Latin
America, the governnments of the Asian countries are rapidly taking oyer the re-
sponsibility for the basic education of their .peoples. The churches have given
i nval uabl e service in this field over the past centuries, thereby preparing people
conmpetent to assume that responsibility in and through their ov/n governnents.

"Hov/ever, there are yet too many possibly v/ell neani ng people in the churches
and v/ithin the religious congregations vho consider it still their privilege
to ensure the education of these peoples, and of the christian population in
particular. Basic education and hi gher acadeni c educatio'n, of good standard in
many of the Asian countries, are of course much easier v/iork and | ess costly than
the much nore urgent specialised education —such as Technical and Agriculti”a
education. (I amleaving out all other fields such as nedical v/iork, social ser-
vices, etc.) These educational fields are still nev/ and not much devel oped in
nost Asian countries, with the exception of Japan. They are expensive and com
petent personnel is not available, neither in the religious congregations nor
anong the laity, and in all fairness it ought to be said that there are little, if
any, lucrative advantages in such type of education
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"These are, according to ny inpression, the reasons why not enough has been done
to reorientate the educational work of the religious congregations tov/ ards the REAL
NEEDS of the people they serve. Mich serious re-thinking is needed which Vill
necessarily,lead to painful sacrifice of this or the other vork in favour of vork

of a nore necessary kind? it Vill lead also to the costly preparation of com
petent personnel and nost probably to the breaking dovm of the *als"-'" of iso-
lationismthat still exist betv/een congregations, betv/een dioceses and betv/een
the - call it what youw ll- today artificial and out of date 'closed in groups*.

"It is conforting to sec not only individuals, but groups of people engaged in
education apostol ate question themselves on the validity of their schools and of
the traditional systens in the context of today's education needs in their res-
pective countries. Such questions as the follov/ing Were asked by the FSC s in the
Philippines: 'Do Ve really know what the national needs are?'" 'Should ve not study
this question nore deeply so as to direct our energies to those apostol ates nore
needed?' ‘'l-/e have to | ook nore creatively beyond school structures to vorks like
mass- educati on programmes, radio, out-of-school youth projects, etc' 'Hwv/ do ve
practice the Founder's spirit of direct involvement with the poor?' 'Vihat type .
of orientation should ve set for nev/ recruits?

"There appears to be a healthy novement of serious re-thinking on school apos-
tol ate and of ad*iptation of educational Vork to the |ocal needs in Wst Pakistan,
inlIndia and to sonme extent in Ceylon, The SAP (Skills for Progress) which is an
Associ ation of Private Technical and Vocational Schools in India Vith its office at
Bangal ore, is doing nuch, although in a nodest vay, for the pronotion of the
needed technical education in India. The church works in Burna are in a state
vihich is tantamount to disintegration, due to lack of |eadership and organisation,
al though there is nmuch good Vill and resources in personnel that remain unused. In
Mal aysia, in Thailand, Vietnam Hongkong and the Philippines, old traditions
hol d peopl e rather fast and the novement of reorientation and adaptation to nev/
situations is slov/, but it is not altogether absent.

"Every country | visited has private Technical, Commercial and Agricul tural
school s and Centres of Rural devel opment run by the churches, mainly by the re-
I'i gious congregations. Most of their schools are nev/, financed by organi sations
i ke M sereor, Cebenmp, xfamand others, Vith buildings and nodern costly equi p-
ment. Hov/ever, none of the schools | saw has sufficient conpetent staff, adequately
trained for the specialised vork, xind | refer here not only to religious personnel

but also to the lay staff.

"There are instances of such special schools for Technical and Agricultural
education v/ hich have been built in places where they do not fit in, and v herc they
are not really needed. They are exanples of individualistic, non-coordinated plan-

ni ng,

"My conclusions on the priorities in education Work viich could contribute to
the devel opnent of the countries of Asia could be sumuirised as foll ows:

"1. There is no need to rush™to abandon existing cotmitnents in Prinmary or
Secondary academ c education; but an objective evaluation of such work is an ab-
solute and urgent necessity Vith the consequent need for gradual and planned -«
re-orientation. Such re-thinking could best bo done collectively in dial ogue be-
tv/ een congregations in educational vork and vith the hierarchy, as also and nore
perhaps, in consultation vith the |ocal government educational authorities.
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"2. The urgency of Planned Programmes of Training for specialised personnel for
t he existing schools (Technicalj Commrercial and Agricultural) deserves due attention
fromthe local religious superiors, and encouragenent and perhaps aid fromtheir
general ates. Ko doubt the local church authorities should be the first interested.
The pl anning of such training programes should again be done on a regional basis
and in as wide a consultation as possible vith the conpetent authorities.

"3. There is everywhere in Asia a need for nore schools of the specialised type
spoken of in this report. Such nev/ schools ought again to be veil planned so as to
answer the real needs of the areas. The preparation of the personnel needed for such
schools will have to be considered as a sine qua non preliminary in this planning.

"4. This last conclusion | Vv/ill have to present in the formof a short story.
At a neeting between a very highly placed officer of an international organisation
in India and the representatives of several church groups, that particular officer
shocked his audience with the remark that the governments of the country and the
international organisation feared the churches, especially the Catholic Church
whose public image is 'The Inage of Pov/er' created in that country —
i) by the niinmerous large institutions, schools, universities, hospitals
ii) by the finances poured into India by the western churches towards varied,
and nostly very large-scale projects for the relief of fam ne of the
refugees and other human niseries
iii) by the nmoral and religious influence on people's minds.
"h the other hand' he added 'the government has the means to counteract the
churches' povier and this creates also a sense of fear in the churches. These two
v/ialls of fear are building up, v/ihere instead there should be a spirit of partnership
and cooperation.' And he earnestly asked that the tvo walls of fear be renoved by
means of a greater and nore synpathetic understanding and the flow of information
and cl oser cooperation, especially in the vok of devel opnent.
And therefore this last conclusion could boil dov/n tot -
a) the need of greater cooperation with all concerned at the local |evel and
b) the necessity of engaging in a variety of smaller and perhaps |ess shov/y
projects rather than the -continuance of building up very large 'Institutions'"

(Bro. ottv/ald added that the M sereor/ SEDOS prograns v/iere being revised in view
of the above described needs, and the final outcome will be published.)

"mJi STIONS AMD ANSARS OM”BROT GOTTWALD~S""REPORTS

E.STIOs - In South Anerica vihere there was the problemof fewer people able to
go to school, and the consequent frustration with Church Schools, would it be well
to do av/ay with these schools and concentrate on adult education?

ABfiRs (Bro. Gottwald) - Except perhaps for,sone renpte regions in Pakistan and
Borneo, the literacy rate in Asia is much higher than in South Ameri ca™—for
exanmple, in Ceylon, illiteracy is less than 2% Thailand, it is 4-5% |India,

"it is lov/ and dimnishing; and in Japan, it is practically nil. So, the situation
v;as very different than that in South America. There, the Church had been used

by Col onial powers which helped it financially in perpetuating the system

QUESTION: (FromSr. F. Marianti osu) - Asked v/hat v/ias being done by the FSC
about these urgent needs in Malaysia and in VietNan?

AHffiRs (Bro., Gottv/ald) - \le viere hel ping our men re-think the present systemand
enter nore into the overall national thinking with the governnents, especially to
answer the particul ar needs of Technical and Agricultural education. On the
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problem of training — v/hich is costly —organizations |ike Msereor were prepared,
to help. They had asked for package prograns of specialized education. One of
these v7ould involve 22 people over a period of 6 years in training to becone

techni cal specialists in various schools. Organizations |ike Msereor were begin-
ning to pay attention and to orient their efforts toward this need,

QUESTION, (Sr. Marianti) - Since a change of nmentality was needed, how could this
be done?

ANSV/ER  (Bro. Gottwal d) - The change is brought about by making our nen first see
the needs and then evaluate their present work. One such need vias to ansv/ier the
frtistration of school-leavers vho failed to find a job,

- Bro. CGottwald, in ansv/er to a question fromthe floor as to whether the |ocal
religious |eaders had changed their approach, described his experiences in Ceylon,
There, the hierarchy of the Church had been changing its thinking and the situation
today vas that in schools with nore than 15 students, they had the right to a re-

l'i gious teacher of that denomination. So, there v/as entry —even in Governnent

school s.

- As to the question posed on acconplishing an objective "re-evaluation", and
v/ihether this vas possible v/iithout bringing in outside groups, Bro. Gottv/ald
observed that it v/ias only possible if it was conducted "collectively". That is,

several Institutes re-assessing their work together. As an exanple, he cited
that this was done in Ceylon in 1961 and it helped themto see thenselves as they
v/iere then in the country.

- One nenber asked v/hether SEDCS coul d provide guidelines —especially on the
matter of enploynment for school-leavers —as v/iell as information about new,
creative initiatives on the part of responsible authorities,

Bro. Cottwald answered that SEDOS could provoke the re-thinking of men in the
field by v/hatever nmeans each congregation has at its disposal —and, if possible,
collectively. He detailed the action his congregation and other Institutes took
in i960 v/hen schools viere nationalized in Ceylon. There were nunerous neetings,
finally, they made a policy and presented it. Since there was no alternative
policy available, it was endorsed by the Bishops and put into effect, successfully.
A second guideline vioud be to provide education needed in the particular country —
the best exanple vias the urgent need for Agriculture Schools in an Agricultural
econony. Finally, a third guideline could involve \/orking v/iith the educati onal
systemto ensure that it included the stimulation of a sense of nobility of work. —
particularly v/iith a viev tov/ard elimnating the current feeling in Asia that
nai nual v/ork® v/as demeani ng.

Fr. Van Asten pointed out that the existing Education Morking Group could
develop this line of thought iurther. A country by country study could be very
useful .

5. Sr. Cornely asked the group's response to the suggestion that instead of sending
Christmas cards this year, a general greeting be published in the Bulletin and each
Congregation use the noney for a"favorite"charity. Fr. Van Asten suggested that this
be discussed at the next Executive Committee meeting and a reconmmendati on nade,

6. After thanking the speakers and the nenbers, Fr. Van Asten adjourned the neeting
at 6s30 p.m The 33rd Assenbly v/oud be held on Decenber 14, 1971.

G Tierney
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LI ST OF DOCUMENTS RECEI VED conpi l ed by Sister Agnetta, SSpS

1.73 SCVvW M Updating Popul ar Reports.

1.74 SvD The Divine Word Mssionary in a Tine of Change,
No, 5, 1971.

1.75 SSpS The Philippine Catholic School and the Affluent
Elite by Sr. Pilar A Gonzalez, S Sp.S.

1.76 SCVW M SCOW Addr esses, January 1 971.

1.77 SVD Agreement between Mniunenta Serica Institute
and UCLA.

4.283 | CVA Address to the CGeneral Conference of the |ICVA
by H Leslie Kirkley, CBE, President. Doc. 4.

4,284 | bi d. The Role of Private Organizations in the Second
Devel opnent Decade by D, Danckwortt. Doc. 5,

4.285 | bi d. The Responsibility of Volvintary Agencies in the
Second Devel opnent Decade by S- Chi danbar anat han,
Doc, 6.

4. 286 | bi d. Education for Worl d Devel opment by Ame Hasel bach.
Doco 7, '

4. 287 | bi d. The Rol e of Non-Profit Organizations in conbating

unenpl oynent and under devel opment —The Case of
Latin America, ACCH ON, Doc. 10,

41288 | bi d. Aspects of the Problem of Coordinating NGO*s
Overseas Programes by Frederick Lees. Doc. 11.

4,289 | bi d. The NGO s and Soci al Justice by J, D Ancan Whod.
Doc, 13.

4«290 | bi d, International Voluntary Action for Human Need,;
keynote address by Lij Endal kachev Makonnen.
Doc, 25.

4,291 I bi d. Action for Human Need with particul ar reference

to the situation of devel opnent in Asia. 7
Statement by P, 0, Dunn. Doc. 27.
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Devel opnent Assi stance Policies—€urrent |ssues
and Approaches. Statement by Dr. Hellnmuth Ftlhrer.
Doc. 28.

Action for Human Need in Latin America, Address
by Gal o Pl aza, Doc, 30«

New Responsibilities for the Voluntary Agencies
by Maurice Cardi nal Roy, Doc. 31.

St at ement by Anbassador Nuri Eren. Doc. 32,
Why African wonen becone nuns.
Aboriginal |ssuess Racismin Australi a.

Study Centre Directors Consultation, Hong Kong,
May 17-22, 1971.

FASE, Mbvinento de Criatividade conunitari a,

U, S, Personnel serving the Church in Latin
America, January 1, 1970,

Cl COP W&l cone Address by Bishop Joseph Green.
CICOP Orientation Address by L.M Col onnese.

Cl COP Background Paper No, 1: On a Theol ogy
of Liberation by Janes W Dougl ass.

Cl COP BACKGROUND PAPER No, 2: "Devel opnment™
or Liberation by Denis Goulet,

Li beration: A Recurring Prophetic Cry in the

Americas, by GP. Ranirez,

Cl COP Background Paper No, 4. | accuse-An
indi ctment by Herman \2ill, Jr.

A Call To Action by Emilio Castro.
Power | essness in Contenporary Society by John
Seel ey,

Cl COP WORKI NG PAPER No, 1i Notes for an Intro-
duction to the Theol ogy of Liberation by G P.
Ram rez,
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Cl COP WORKI NG PAPER No. 3: Man Liberated from
Sin and Oppression: A Theol ogy of Liberation,
by Al ex Morelli, OP,

Cl COP WORKI NG PAPER No, 4: Man as |nage of God:
Freedom t hr ough | ndependence, by Thormas B, d arke,

Cl COP WORKI NG PAPER No, 5: Integrated Structures
of Dependence and Donination in the Americas
by Hel an Jawor ski ,

Cl COP WORKI NG PAPER No. 6, The Yin-Yang of
Resi stance and Contenpl ati on by Janes W Dougl ass.

New Rel i gi ons Course for School s.

Rapport sur | a 56ane session de | a Conference
Internationale du Travail, June 1971-

A Report on the Good Shepherd Movenent, June 1971 .

Il Prete de Mao,

United States Catholic M ssion Council (brochure).

U S. Catholic M ssion Council issues statenent
on "The Whol e M ssionary Church",

New Forms of Community by Ton Nuij .
Community: The Critical Task by Paul Peachey,

Some Par adoxes of Contenporary Communities by
Jacquel i ne Scherer.

Credit Uni on Yearbook 1 971 .
Mastering the Future by J. Joblin, SJ.

Co-Ordinator's Report, January, 1969 - Jwie 1970.

Chi cago Archdi ocesan Health Program

SJ,
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LA SI TUATI ON

LA CATECHESE AUJOURD HUI

Congres International de Catechise '

Le prem er Congrds International de Catechise s*est tenu k Rome du 20 au 25 Septenbre
b. 1*University du Lateran. Pour plus de precisions, ce Congres serait |le second apr”s
celui qui e& lieuen Cctobre 1950; nais celui de 1971 est le premer "in genere suo".
En 1950, imm‘di atenment apr”s |la guerre, les p6dagogi stes et |les pr#tres 6changeant
des idees et |es prenieres experiences (dans |e donmi ne des noyens audi o-vi suel s),
etaient encore li”s ~ |'"ancienne conception: Le cat”chisme est fonction de |'6co3.e
pour les enf'ants et les jeunes. Ensuite, Vatican Il a r*nove une grande part de ses
niethodes pastorales, certains fruits de ce renouveau sont d*j” nmOrs; mais en nt'ne
tenps, de nouveaux probl*nmes se sont pos”™s, obstacles aur”le de |I'Eglise dans |e
nondeo Il fallait une nouvelle rencontre, un bilan de ce qui est d6j~ fait et un plan
pour |le futur inmdiat, Une autre circonstance favorable S |a convocation du Congres
de 1971 fut la convocation du Synode des Ev*ques, exactenent une senaine apr”s le
Congres, si bien que beaucoup de prStres et représentants des Conferences epi scopa-
les invites au Synode purent aussi apporter leur voix au Congrds de |a Catecheseo

Sans aucun doute, |e Congres e un resultat positif, reconfortant. La reponse aux
invitations depassa 1'expectative; trois cents etaient attendus nmais il en arriva
mlle trois cents* La representation geographique n'etait pas uniforns, k cause des
di stances, Sur 701 congressistes enregistres et presents le premer jour, 453 etaient
europeens, et la noitie de ceux-ci etaient italiensj |'Arerique Latine etait presente
avec 74 deiegues, les Etats-Unis et | e Canada avec 68, |'Asie avec 48, |»Afrique avec
45, lesquels representai ent pratiquerment 24 pays, c'est " dire presque la totalite de
| Afrique Sud-Saharienne, et 13 venant d' Oceanie, Les jours suivants plusieurs cen-

taines de participants s'inscrivirent«

Le probieme de |la catechdse a toujours ete bien vivant dans |'Eglise k travers les
siecles, mais la nani”~re de presenter | e nessage chretien varia d Sge en 9ge et varie
encore de pays en pays, et a cause des communications rapi des actuelles, une nouvelle
generation renplace presque tout ce qui avait ete eiabore avec peine par |a pr-ece-
dente. Si, par exenple, pendant | e dernier si”cle et jusqu*ci |la noitie du 20i *ne,
"Catechisne" signifiait "endoctrinenent" (c'est h. dire enseignenent de |a doctrine
chretiemae aux enfants), aujourd hui se pose avec une plus grande penetration | e pro-
bi eme de l1*ensei gnement aux adultes, M‘ne |le npt "enseignenent" est aussi rems en
guestion, sous un certain aspect; on pref~re aujourd hui d autres termes come am once:
revision - creativite - sans ecarter toutefois |a valeur stable des fornul es approu-
vees et Claires, qui sont enseignees et assiniiees.
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Si & un certain tenps apr”™s la guerreibn parlait des premers experinents du ma-
teriel audio-visuels, aujourd hui des pas de geants se sont faits sur cette voie,
avec le cinema, la television: de tr”s brefs docunentaires d' une nm nute ou nSne
trente secondes) d un contenu religieux Chretien, sont presentes par |es services
de radio et de TV en nBne tenps que | es docunentaires sur la publicite comrercials

Il nest pas loin le jour du catechisnme via satellite, il en sera de mne pour 1'-
instruction eiementaire » des nillards d' anal phabetes qu'il sera inpossible de re-
cueillir en classe.

La revolution de | a presentation dans |e contenu du message Chretien est encore plus
radi cal e* Un probl dne se pose: nous devons dire au peuple Chretien, tout ce que |I'on
di sait auparavant, come si cela etait |le contenu reel de la revelation chretienne,

| e nessage evangeiique authentique ? ou peut-Stre, il faudra faire des coupures, des
ajouts, des substitutions ? En d autres nots: sur quoi devons-nous nettre |'accent
dans |a catechdse au peupl e conme nessage du Christ au Monde ? Et dans |a catechdse
k ceux qui sont sur le point d etre convertis (premere evangelisation), que devons-
nous presenter come essentiel et conment |le presenter? |l est clair, que I'on ne

di scute pas sur la possibilite de changer le contenu authentique de |I'Evangile, mais
de nieux discerner ce que le Christ veut dire au Monde, et coment nous devons le
dire aujourd' hui k un nmonde qui ne senbl e pas dispose ci croire, et qui pourtant

a b'esoin de savoir et de croirco

En aggravant |la crise de |la pastorale catechivtique, |es nouveaux probiemes de 1'-

apr®"s guerre ont surgi; je n'en fais pas un repertoire, mai s pour m eux nous com
prendre, j'en nentionne quel ques-uns; |a dechristianisation progressive des pays dejci
Chretiens, |'esprit de critique de tout et de tous, pour qui |'homme d' aujourd' hui -
dit-on - "n'accepte plus aucune inposition d autorite, aussi haute soit-elle, 1'-

esprit anarchique de certains mlieux particuliers, les experiences d initiative
pastoral es individuelles, en dehors et centre les directives de |la H erarchieo I

est vrai, adit le Card* Wight dans |e discours d' ouverture, que dans ces probl *nes
sont caches aussi |es gernes de renouveau, les ferments sains et precieux qui non-
trent |'eternelle vitalite de |'Eglise, mais d autre part, parfois |aissent perplexes
sur leur opportunite et aussi sur leur fideiite au nmessage Chretien". Ml gre tout,

| a catechise noderne et de tous les tenps, a poursuivi le Cardinal - "doit tendre "
la formation d une foi adulte non seulenent des individus mais aussi des conmunautes
chretiennes, |a catechese doit arriver k 1'integration entre foi et vie et s'inserer

dans |l a pastorale de |'Eglise",
Le Congres, avec les quatre relations de base, d autres relations mneures et les
di scussi ons, se deroula pratiquenment sur ces |ignes;

- faire le point de la situation actuelle des problenes (les difficultes et les fac-

teurs favorabl es);

- essayer de donner une definition essontielle de la catechdse et de ses butsj

- dresser un plan de reorganisation ™ 1'echelle nondiale de |a catechese.
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LA SI TUATI ON ACTUELLE est trds souvent appel”~e "contestation". L' homre d'aujourd' -
hui se voit lui-jnéne d une nmanidre differente par rapport au pass6 et il a ms ainsi
en difficult® la r*orme des nbthodes qui etaient en cours dans |'Eglise. Avec le
progr”™s scientifxque |'homme s'est fait de plus en plus critique, exigeant en fait
de rationalite; desormais, il n"accepte que ce qu'il voit par lui nSme et percoit
conme vrai: il croit ™ sa propre experience. Les systenes ideol ogi ques ei abores par
les grands mattres du passe ne sont plus satisfaisants, L'homre d'aujourd' hui se
sent libre et veut $tre libre de tous engagenments qui entravaient |es anc”tres”
|"autorite humai ne, pas plus que |'autorite divine ne |e persuadent et encore npins
le contraignent. De Ik vient |a preoccupation des pr°tres: Le pr°tre, |le catechiste,
le fiddle Chretien, coment doit-il tenoigner sa foi k un nonde adverse ou peu dis-
pose ™ croire k |*Evangile ? Si celui-ci doit etablir un nouvel approche avec |le
nmonde mecreant, et un nouveau type d'education religieuse, coment doit-"re ce noo-
veau type ? M‘ne en acceptant de nouvelles interpretati ons du nessage evangeii que -
toujours difficile |Ii eiaborer - et nSnme en acceptant |es changenents soci aux-cultu-
r ds auxquels nous assistons, il faut maintenir stable |la fideiite au nessage du
Christ. S adapter aux divers nilieux sous tous les cieux, pluralisnes dans |'Unite,
effort de parler It |'homme en commsncant par |'homme, creer un nouvel humani sne:

Tout ceci est bon, oui; mais il ne faut pas changer, ce qui signifierait: trahir, -
larealite de ce que le Christ a enseigne au nonde conme noyen dc salut, il ne
faut pas ronpre |I'Unite; il y a danger de rupture lorsque s'affaiblit |'autorite
centrale dont la fonction ne peut pas ttre m se en question. Si, dans |e domaine
de |l a pedagogic il faut abandonner (un peu) la tradition de 1'assinilation qui

conblait 1'enfant de questions et de reponses par coeur, et arriver ™ une nouvelle
pedagogi ¢ de persuasion intine, de "creativite", dans laquelle |e disciple repense
k sa fa“on |l e contenu evangeiique; il ne faut pourtant pas jeter k la mer toutes
les fornules, tout ce' que |le passe a eiabore. Les formules etablies par les ancS-
tres ont en plus de 1'exactitude, une lucidite, une clarte que I'on peut diffici-

| enent rencontrer dans les textes nmodernes, et encore nbins dans les revisions fai-
tes par le disciple noderne. Ces fornules sont un bien precisenent k cause de |eur
clarte, un don du St Esprit fait k |'Eglise, auquel on ne peut renoncer. Les abolir
sans avoir trouver k I'avance un neilleur renpla®ont ou equivalent serait une sottise
ou un donmage. Quelle est la voie ™ suivre ? Quelle formule k adopter ? Comrent
formuler ou refornuler ? Ce soht ces interrogatifs qui andnent autant de probienes

& resoudre.

Une autre relation fondanental e examna |a catechese dans | e cadre du plan du Sal ut
et de la nission salvifigue de |I'Eglise. L'Eglise doit annoncer |e nessage de Di eu
ail Monde (M ssion prophetique), faire vivre aux honmes .le nmessage (grSce, m ssion
[iturgique) et gouverner |a communaute (mission directrice). La mission prophetique
k son tour se deroule en Z phases; La prem ere, lorsqu' on annonce |e nessage aux
non-chretiens qui doivent encore “tre evangeiisesj |a seconde,lorsque la foi du
croyant se nourrit, s'illumne et se renforce, phase qui se continue jusqu*& |l a
mort, c'est une continuelle nontee jusqu' li donner au fideie une vision chretienne
conpl ete de sa vie comme individu et nenbre de |a societe.
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La pMagogi e qui se base sur ces principes est p6nible et conplexe car le catéctiiste
doit suivre le chr*tieai dans toute sa vie et lui fournir la nourriturc spirituelle
t ouj ows en proportion k son niveau de d6vel oppement en tant que nmenbre de 1'Egli se,

Parm les interventions faites, certaines furent int6ressantes, utiles pour 1*-
information, d autres furent ani mtes® Choisissant un exeraple parm tant d' autres,
Je me souviens de cette mdre de trois cnfants, ce qui souligna le r6le des parents
dans |'feducation chretienne, D autres congressistes, refl”chissant sur |les situa-
tions locales trait"rent |la question de la cat6chisation des adultes et des mlieux
sphciaux afin de definir si |'on peut presenter como cat6chi ste qui conque enseipie
la religions parents, enseignants des ecoles 616nmentaires, inf irmers,* Pour |es
pays des missions et pour |'Afrique en particulier, la physionome du cat”chiste
est bien d*termnee; c*est un homre ou une femre qui est charg6 par la Hierarchic
d*annoncer | e nessage evang”lique ™ ceux qui sont sur le point d etre convertis,

ou bien diadge et fortifie une toute r~*cdnte communaute chreticnne, ou alors assune
la fonction de pionnier dans les nilieux ou | a phase de 1'Evangelisation est encore
k son d*but, Le cat6chiste, en Afrique ainsi qu'ailleurs est indispensable, irrem
pl agabl e, Crest de 1™ que surgissent |es prob®-"no* de recrutenent, de la fornmation
et de financenent des cat”~chistes. Tous ces probl*nes sont graves et urgents sp6-

ci al enent dans |os pays o0 |es ressources |ocales ne sont pas encore dfevel oppfees

et ne suffisent mne pas pour faire vivre un nonbre tr”s mnine indispensable de

cat 6¢chi stes.

Int"ressante fut 1'intervention yougoslave qui souligna |la n“cessit” de prtndre
exenpl e dans | e nonde socialiste. On ne peut ignorer dans certains pays, lareality
socialiste marxi ste: certains narxistes se rondent conpte d' avoir d*voloriser le
christiani sme et actuellenmont reconsid*rent |eur position; pour |la creation d*un
humani sme mar xi ste, ceux-ci consid*rent aussi certaines valeurs chr”tiennes: il
convient done k I'Eglise d' aujourd hui, de fairo comme |'Eglise Primtive qui n*a
pas dMai gn6 d' accepter, d'incorporer ces 6l 6ments grecs-romains utiles et adapt”s
pour enseigner |e nmessage Chretien. CG nmtne orateur soulignha aussi ce que nous
pouvons et devons apprendre de nos frdres Orthodoxes et nusul manSo Sur ce dernier
point, 1'intervention de la Syrie £ut fort interessante: Apprendre des musul mans

Il e sens de la presence de Dieu dans |'histoire. Un d6l6gu6 de |'Amtrique Latine

£tt observer que"la £oi populaire ou £0i des sanctuaires',' nBme si elle est inpar-
faite, ntl”e aux “l"nents objectifs, n'est pas nSpris~e, car elle est aussi dans

I e plan de Di eu, salvifique pour tant de millions d*homres qui ne pourraient “tre

m eux atteints et sensibilis6s. Le m‘ne probl “me revient toujours: pourquoi, balayer
tout ce positif qui cxiste si |I'on n"a pas encore prepare quel que chose de neilleur?
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Certai ns congressistes firent rcnarquer avec |'unanine approbation, le r*le de
la ferme dans |a catechise, au nmoins dans certains mlieux pour |lesquels la femre

senbl e plus dou™e que 1'homreo

En nBne tenps que | e Congr”s, une exposition du nmateriel catechistique produit
dans divers pays, fut organisdie. Pour ceux qui viennent d" Afrique et s'int6ressent
vivenent au travail catechistique, cela a t"te pour eux une aide precieuse de voir
resultat du travail des autres, non. seul ement pour orienter3eurs efforts produc-
tifs qui sont encore k | exxr debut, mais plutSt pour acquérir rapidenent et plus
efficacenent le nat*rielo Si 1'exposition n"avait pas eu lieu, |'on scrait reste
dans 1*ignorance de tant de choses dont nous pouvons actuellenent profiter” Ceci
est d*jk un aspect positif de cette exposition, Cela explique |I'inter”t personne
du Saint P*re, non seulenment parce 1'exposition se fit, mais aussi parcequ' elle
resta ouverte ™ tous plus longtenps qu'il ne |'6tait prevu, pour donner k chacun

I a chance de se pourvoir comre nous-mmes |'avons fait.

G Bo Vantini

(Traduit de I'ltalien
par A, Fernandez)

CONCLUSI ONS

PREAMBULE:

Le Congr”s Catechetique International, convoque k Ronme par |a Sacr”e Congregation
du Clergy, du 20 au 25 Septenbre 19717 a et6 non seul ement un rassenbl enent de
pasteurs et d' experts du nonde cntier, mais aussi un acte signifiant de la vie

de |'eglise, Le fait que des Evrques, des pr-tres, des | aScs, des religieuses
aient pri6 et reflechi ensenble, pendant plusieurs jours; le fait que des parti -
ci pants de nonmbreux pays aient 6te avec un nmtne souci est |e signe de 1'inportance
que revSt, pour toute |la communautfe eccl 6si al e contenporaine, |'oeuvre catecheti -
gue dans |e nonde..

Au terne de cette rencontre, et en relation aux sujets fondanentaux duCongres,
se d6gagent |es suivantes concl usions;

1- NECBSSI TES, DI FFI CULTES, PQSSIBILITES

1, La cat6chdse chrctienne est une nodality fondanentale du mnist*re de la
Parol e dans |'Eglise; elle doit participer du caractere pro6m nant, pernma-
nent et prioritaire du ministdre de la predication k I'interieur du service
pastoral que |'Eglise offre aux homres.
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2, L'action catéchdtique s'est devel oppee dans | e nonde au cours de ce sidcle,
selon un long itinerairo de renouveau: c'est un phenonene tres positif et

providentiel dans la vie de |'Eglise.

L'attention aux Sges et aux int”rSts du dostinataire; |a recherche d' une
pedagogi ¢ active dans 1'education de la foi, principalenent ci la lumere

du renouveau bi bliquo, liturgique, ecclesiologique; 1'insertion progressive
dans les responsabilites catechetiques des divers secteurs de croyants
(religieux, laScs, etc) dans |les comunautes |ocales; tout cela constitue
des facteurs signifiants d un profond d*sir pour adapter l|a catechese k la
reaite htinaine, dans la fiddlite aux exigences du Message du Sal ut,

3. Cependant cette action ecciesiale pose aujourd hui de tres graves questions
N og.!> qui exercent |le ministere catechetique. Les efforts faits en autant
de domai nes, mtne s'ils ont enrichi ce secteur de |'Eglise,' devoilent des
hori zons nouveaux: des inmenses n”cessites apparai ssent auxquellos il faut

r6pondre sans del ai s.

Ces necb6ssites, avec letrcontexte de difficultes et possibilites, prennent
| eur origine dans | a profonde mutation dc |I'homre, de la sociSte et de |'-

Eglise de notre tenps,

4« La catechise est pour |'homre. Le point de depart de |'action catechetique
est la situation dc |I'homre, Une des richesses de |'action catechetique
dans ces dernieres decades, c'est d avoir decouvert les nultiples aspects
des situations humaines; |a dinmension individuelle, la situation famliale
la situation sociale et culturelle ... L' homre ne peut pas so concevoir
separe de ces nmultiples aspects qui |le constituent,

Annoncer h cet homme | a Parole de Dieu, c'est done lui transnettre une parole
vivante dans son contexte total qui le constitue. En ce sens 1'attention

ci la situation n'est pas seul enent un noyen pedagogi que; elle est une exi-
gence fondamentale dc la Parole elle-nmnes car 1'lncarnation concerne |'homre
reel pour lui communiquer la vie du Fils de Dieu,

5» Les situations de |'homme que 1'annonce de |'Evangile doit transformer et
sauver sont nultiples et changeantes. Pour n'en signaler que quel ques unos,
le Congres a ete particulierenent attentif k la situation des jeunes Eglises
qui ocuvrent dans ses pays neufs et en voie de changentnt social rapide,
Devel oppenent et annonce du nmessage doi vent devenir une oeuvre dc |ibera-
tion de tout homme ct de tout |1'homre, Al ors l|la catechise nanifestera que
le vrai salut apporte par Jesus a la force de transforner |e nonde jusqu'”

dans ees aspects sociaux et politiques.
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L' une des transfornmati ons, nmaj eures des soci 6t6s contenporaines a |lieu dans
| e domai ne de 1' Education et dans les voies d acquisition et transm ssion
de la culture. La formation de I*iome se fait aussi ailleurs qu'S |'”cole
et s'etend ci toute la vie sous forne d' educati on pernmanente; d* autre part

| es noyens de comuni cation de nasse trnnsfornment profondement |es precedes

d' etudes et d'education-

Par consequent, et pour correspondre k de telles situations, on porte une
attention grandi ssante k |l a catechese des adultes et on reconnait que |la
cat echese des enfants est plus que jamais dependante de |a £0i des adultes.
Les adultes et les fanmlies reclanment une priorite catechetique,

La situation de |'homre est egal enment religieuseo A |'isolenment des groupes
relif?i'eux a succede une large information et nmultiples contacts entre les
groupes religieux. Une telle dinension oecunenique ne saurait 8tre ignoree
de la catechese chretienne® Dans un contexte de pluralisnme elle eduquera

k la fois au sens profond de I'identite particuliere en m'me tenps qu' & une
ouverture sans reticence ni i- :;tarisme, A l'egard des religions non chre-
tiennes 1'esprit missionnaire se manifestera d abord par 1'ouverture et la
conprehensi on sans lesquelles il n'est point de tenoignage vali de,

Detis un tel contexte o-i X la situation sociale, la situationfaniliale et

la situation religieuse de |I'homre se nodifient rapidenent, les formese de
| a catechese ne peuvcnt deneurer |es nfnmes. sous peine de rapi denent se
scieroser et devenir infideies k la tSche ng ne que |le Seigneur a confie k
ses discipleso

Sil fut un tenps ou 1'effort catecheti que pouvait se realiser essentielle-
ment par une pedagogi e de 1'assimlation, il senble aujourd hui que notre
action soit inpossible sans une pedagogie do la creativite.

Il s'agit de pernetire aux Chretiens (enfants, adolescents ou adultes) d'-
inventer la maniere dont leur vie chretienne, |e tenoignage de leur foi et
| eur parole pourront doiiner sens a une situation humaine et par 1" ni‘ne y

faire nai'tre |-Eglisoo

Une telle creat?lvite de la foi revSt une urgence particulidre dans les re-
gions du nonde aoi existe une forte tradition du Christianisnme populaire,
Cest lui qui a perms ordinairement ~ des generations d honmes et de fem
nmes de vivre de |'Evangile et de participer k la vie de |1'Eglise de manidre
sinple en m@e tenps que vivante»

On ne peut pas repondre aux forces nmultiples de la culture contenporaine

et du devel oppenent avec |a pronotion des ancicns nodei es popul aires de
formati on chretienne sans un risque grave de degradation de la foi et de

la vie ecciesial Go Un effort sans restrictiono
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NATURE, BUT ET DEMAECHE DE LA CATECHESE

1!

4»

La Revel ati on, con“ue dons son aspect dynam que, inplique que Di eu se com
muni que lui nSme comme une personne " des personneSo C est selon cette re-
lation interpersonnolle que |e dessein de Dieu pour |'homme dans |e Christ
se conprendj |a Revel ation est davantage la comunication de verites
dans des formul es adaptees aux situations culturelles, ;

L'action de Dieu sc revelant n'est pas |limtee aux conmunautes chretiennes.
En fait |'hunanite entidre revolt |'action universelle de |'Esprit, Il s'-
agit de discerner sa presence, et d interpreter son activate dans tout nou-

venent |egitine,

Ceci denmande une education du regard de la foi qui soit offerte k tous,
Cette education de masse procurera aussi la possibilite d' un devel oppenent
humai n dans la dignite. Une telle education de tout |'homme se poursuivra

dans le tenps et |'espace avec intensite et profondeur, Le |angage de
| a catechese varie non seul enent avec les differents Sges, mais egal ement
avec les sous-groupes” l'interieur d une culture,

La catechdse des adultes constitue |la forme achevee de |a catechese, Los
autres formes se referent k elle (la reponse do la foi correspond aux pos-
sibilites de chacun, dans |la communaute), L'homme doit $tre conduit k re-
fiechir sur |'experience, k 1l interpreter dans |a conmunaute, k lare-
formuler et reassinmiler d une maniere qui correspond » une veritable vie
d' adulte dans la foi,

Le tenvignage de |la comunaute adulte est la source et le but de |la Cate-
chese des jeunes. En outre, les parents devraient reccvoir |'aide indis-
pensabl e dans leur r*l e de nediateur de la foi pour leurs enfants. La plu-

etre
ralite des points de vue et explications theol ogi ques doi vent reconnues,
Bi en que ceux-ci soient legitines, il s'agit cependant d' eviter toute po-

sition unilaterale pour une saine Catechese,

Les enfants sont baptis6s dans |la foi dt, leurs parents ct de |a connunaute,
Une preparation desparents avant |e bapt"ne des enfants est desirable. En
ce qui concerne la premere confession et |a prem ere comuni on, chaque
enfant doit ~tre traite comme une personne libre d' oxercer son choix, Le
droit des parents i discerner si leurs enfants sont aptes ™ recevoir |les

acrenonts doit ~tre respecte.
Les etudes concernant |a theologie de la confirmation doivent ~tre pour-

sui vi es.
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Les petits groupes sont le lieu priviligiS d une Educati on des adultes, lis
peuvent devenir |a comunaute de foi par un tenbignage et un style de vie,
Dans une telle atnosphere enfants et jeines peuvent Stre inities » la vie
chretienne,

La relation entre catechese et theologie et entre revelation et experience
demande etude et clarification, Il inporte d explorer la possililite d' une
relation plus dynam quCo

Les mass-nedi a, doivent “tre consid6érees dans |e contexte de la revelation
Le catechiste doit on acquerir l1l*usage et la maltrise, special enent par

1' organi sation de centres specialises, Ceux-ci doivent correspondre aux
aires culturelles, Les Conferences Episcopal es doivent en partager |es
depenses,

L! educati on pernanente du cl erge commengant avec |la formation pastorale
et catechitique au Grand seminaire et se poursuivant ensuite doit “tre
1*inter™t premer d*s Ev*ques, |ocaux et des conferences epi scopal es,

[11. LB. CONTENU DE LA t PATEGESE

1.

Les Evangeiistes ont annonce 1'unique Hatygiie de jesus Christ de diverses
mani eres, setlon |es groupes hunmains auxqueis ils s'adressaient, Selon |eur
exenple |'Eglise aujourd hui se sent poussespar 1'Esprit Saint i ouvrir
aux honmes desnilieux culturels divers et pourvus de niveaux d' education
variee, |e message chretien du salut; et cela dans |eur |angage et de ma-
ni ere proportionnee a |aur conprehension* Ainsi la force vitale de la |u-
m ere de Christ devel oppe spn universelle richesse*

L' Ecriture est source et objet de | a catechese, Elle etablit |e contact
avec le nessage et les faits qui pernettent ci |'homre de parvenir a la

foi et de devenir teiroin,

Les catechistes doivent nmediter |les expressions fondamental es de |'Evangile
de(n.s | esquel l es, de mani ere i medi ate, viennent exprinmees et decouvertes

| es experiences, |es angoisses, les attentes des hommes, Ainsi, l|le mnis-
tre de |la parole devient capable d' eclairer pour |les hommes de divers 8ges
leur propre situation k la lumerc du Christ et selon |a nethpde qui |eur
convient, Ainsi la parole de Dieu ecrite rend possible |es experiences

i nattendues et inportantes pour leur vie. Le catechiste, qui se considere
au service des honmes, special emrent de ceux qui apparti ennent aux catego-
ries sociales les plus hunbles,sera attentif k |leur mani ere de penser et

de s'exprinmer et enploiera |les noyens de conpiunication qui ont une relation
a leur vie reelle.
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3, Tout cela doit se faire sous la direction des Pasteurs de |'Eglise, A qui

a 6t6 confie par |'autorite du Christ le soin des fiddles. Ainsi, l|la doc-
trine des ApStres, jnoyennant |'action de |'Esprit Saint, pourra “tre te-
noi n de mani ere toujours nouvell e dans toutes |les |angues et |angagcs, et

1'unite de la foi en Jesus Christ sera conserves, De cette naniere, le
Magi stere de |'Eglise garantit k tous les fideies et k toutes les Eglises
| ocal es leur participation a la foi de 1 unique Eglise du Christ,

La foi qui est fondee en jesus Christ s'exprine en une confession conmune
de foi et dans |le menorial eucharistique.

La confession de foi est beaucoup plus qu'une fornulej c'est une doKol ogi e,
c'est le signe de |a comrunion dans 1'unique foi et dans 1*unique table
eucharistiqucElle signifie de |la nBne maniere que la pridre eucharistique,
gue le croyant vit en commrunion avec |le pere par jesus Christ dans 1'anour

de |'Esprit S.iint,

5 A la lumdre de ces affirmati ons nous pouvons faire ressortir les criteres

A)

B)

qui doivent inspirer 1 idontificcition et |la presentation du contenu et
qui peuvent s'exprijner avec la fomwile globale; fideiite » Dieu - fideiite
k |'home,

Fideiite k Dieu

a) La catechese dans ses contenus doit sauvegarder |'organicite du nessage

Chretien, en respectant |la hierarchic des verites qu'il dontient;

b) I'originalite du nessage Chretien, en exprimant sa triple tension:
christocentrique, theocentrique et trinitaire, anthropocentrique,

c) caractere historique de |'econome du Salut, qui s'actualise dans Ic
present, mais qui renvoie k un passe dont elle est la Suite et le de-
vel oppenent, et annonce un futur, qui en sera 1'acconplissenent.

Fideiite A |'homre

a) Dana res contenus |a catechese doit nettre en valeur la vitalite du
nessage Chretien, c'est k dire sa capacite de nettre |'home en nouve-
nent et a |le pousser vers une maturation toujours plus grande de son
option toujours plus grande de son option globale de foi.

b) Ell e doit rendre accessible |e contenu du message Chretien aux homes
de tous les 8ges, de tous les tenps et de toutesles cultures, en le
tradui sant et en |'adaptant sans nmutilations ni alterations.

c) L'integralite explicite du nessage Chretien est un but et non un point
de depart de la catechese,

d) Pour identifier ses contenus, |a catechese doit se referer k une plu-
ralite de sources; comme comunication du nmessage divin, elle trouve
dans la revelation ecrite ou transmse par |'Eglise sa source premdre
et fornelle; en tant qu'interpretation de 1'existence humaine elle
pui se ses materiaux chez toutes |es experiences qui nanifestent 1'exis-
tence humai ne et ses probienes.
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LES EXI GENCES DE L' ACTI ON CATECHETI QUE

A;

Bl

Pour |es Destinataires

Sans dimnuer ce qui sc fait pour les enfants et les jeunes et mtne en vue de
m eux servir leur croissance dans la foi, on souhaite qu'on consacre du per-
sonnel, des noyens de formation permanente, des rechcrchcs internationales, k

| a cat 6chese des adul tes,

Les adultes, confrentes a des t”~ches sociales, ont k decouvrir la significar-
tion du nystdre du Christ par rapport aux projets dans l|lesquels ils se trou-
vent engages,

Ainsi la cat6chese devra 6veiller le sens de la responsabilite et de 1'engage-
nment dans les diverses tSches de construction sociale. On s'efforcera auss
d*etablir |e dialogue avec tous ceux qui travaillent k la liberation, la pro-
noti on humai ne, dans un.esprit de solidarite et d universality (cfr, lettre
"Qctogesi m Anno"),

Pour ce qui est des margi naux et inadapt”s le Congrds a pu traiter ou affirnmer
1'inportance 6vangel i que et pastorale de*l a cat”ch”®se qui |eur est destin”e,

Fovir les Agents de Catechise

La renovation du ministdre catechetique suppose;
- une diversification de ministeres catechetiques

- des responsabilit6s effectives et reconnues confiees aux reiigieuses et
aux | aics.

_I™eveil des Chretiens de |la nasse a la mssion catechetique et qu' on forne
au fur et ™ nesure de leur action, L' exenple des parents est dej”™ signifi-

catif.
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Ce qui denmande

1, La priority financidrc donnee A la fornation avant les Edifices et les sa-
laircs
- la formation tant des cadres que des divers catechistes de base comporte
(en plus de ce qu'elle conporte d*j*);
- une neilleure conprehension du processus d'auto-6ducation de 1 adulte

- une recherche concertec et planifiee pour identifier |es demandes des adultes

- |'education de Inaptitude k affronter |e changement, h. traiter les relations
famliales et sociales

- 1'"education de Inaptitude a partager les projets collectifs

- Inaptitude k liberer la force de signification du crontenu de Ia revelation

2, Des cadres permanents ou som -permanents, en nonbre restreint nmais hautenent
qualifies, pour aniner le travail acconpli par la base, Dod |'inportance
des Instituts Universitaires et des services divers qu'ils peuvent rendre.

Pour de tels cadres - pour |les catechistes permanents actuellentnt en exer-
cice - |le degagentnt de ressources pour un salaire decent - est necessaire,
Le devoir dhaider les catechistes duliers-Mnde, inpose egal ement

C, Pour les Institutions

Les Centres Nationaux cqui pes en personnel sont une exigence vitale pour la
qualite du travail au niveau regional diocesain et de base, et |es Revues
Cat echeti ques sont un instrument efficace de recherche et de diffusion, Mis
les institutions ne peuvent se contenter de gerer ce qui existe aujovird hui,
Il leur est demande un effort de prevision - d' anticipation de ce que pourra
etre la situation dici vingt ans. Cot effort de prevision va de pair avec
la tSche de programmation et d' evaluation de ce que realise aujourd hui la
cat echese, Atous les niveaux, 1'action catechetique doit 6tre conprise conmme
une tSche soum se " revision periodique, tant dans ses directives d' orienta-
tions que dans ses institutions, de manidre a ne pas “tre depassee par |la
transformati on des societes et de |'Eglise
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Do Pour la Catholicity de la collaboration

~ Col | aboration entre conferences episcopales, sur le plan de |la recherche
dt de 1'action, notamncnt pour |es Mass-Media, qui depassent |es possi-
bilites d une conference nationale,

- Collaboration entre le Saint Siege et |les Conferences Episcopales, Cette
col l aboration, qui s'est trouvee davantage explicitee par le Directoire
General et le present Congrds devrait se continuer dans des contacts re-
guliers de travail et d' ctude, condition pour un travail d' Eglise,

Il est souhaite que d' autres rencontres internationales soient d6sormais
prevues et organi sees regulierenento

Il est souhaite que |la Congregation du Clerge constitue sous son autori -
te un organi sne special de rfepresentants de |a Catechese autorises et
conpetents, designes par |les Conferences Episcopal es et que soit ms
ci I~etude le but, la conposition, le rythme de travail d une telle com

m ssi on*
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HEALTH GROUP.

A MESTING OP THE LARGE H1ALTH GROUP H\S BESH PLAMED FOR -

OCTCBER 20-th, 1971

at the

JESUT CURIA - Borgo Santo Spiri-to 5

3pnB - Jprsio

AGENDA

3.00 - 4.00pm - 1. REPORT on cmc/rc Cooperation

20 REPORT on CMC Meeting at NEM

4.00 - 4.45pm, - TALK given hy Rev, Fr, MGORMACK, MM on the

"1 & PLI OATION5 OF THE POPULATI ON EXPLOSI ON FOR

THE M SSIONS" - a followup of his talk in
JUNE 1970,

4.45 - 5.30pm,

REFRESHVEI TGS

5,30 - 7. 00pm -

QESTIAra TO THE PANEL consi sting of

Sr, Glmry SMONS M D,
Pr, Arthur MCCRMi CK, denographer
Sr. Jane GATES M D,

The Meeting will
available if
Secretari at,

he held I NENGLI SH. TRANSLATION FACILITIES will he
requests are received one week in advance by the SEDCS

I NVITATIONS to this neeting have been sent out.

However, ANYONE who
is | NTERESTED but has not

received an invitation IS MOST WELCQOVE.

Sr, Annenmri a de Vreede
Chai r man



