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A tous les Sup™rieurs Bn6raux
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Marynmount Sisters-Mia di Villa Lauchli 180.

As we go to press, the sad news reaches us that Fr« John SCHUTTE, ex-superior general of

the,Dvine Wrd and a past president of SEDCS, died in an auto accident early Thursday

nmorni ng. Your prayers are requested. You are also invited to attend the funeral Mass at

the SVD general ate (sane address as SEDOS) at 4 PMon Saturday, Novenber 20th. Priests

may concel ebrat e.

+ttottttttttttte

Yours sincerely,

Fr. Leonzi o Bano, fscj.
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NEWS FROM AND FCR THE (ENERALATES

1 NEWQOONALS - General Chapters being held i n Rone nmade these el ecti ons:

) PAMME Superior General, Myr* Ao Pirovano. Assistants: Frs« |.
Trohbi ani (Micar General), L, Chiesa, V. Carbone, A Lazzarotto.

b) QS U - Wsulines of the Ronan Union: M Judith Metzelfeld, Prioress
General * Councillors: Theodora Bl ess (Dutch), Andreina Barbaglio
(ltalian), Horie-Jos™ van Dun (Dutch), Alice Shaughnessy (American),
Thérese Arbert (French), MriamSzyneczlco (Polish). Secretary General,
Amadea Brci c (Yugoslav). Treasurer General, W sula Bauman (Anerican)-

2. CGENERAL MEETI NG CF RELI G QUS CONGREGATI ONS  (wonen and nen) ,

a) The Secretaries General of Religious Congregations (wonen and nen) wll
hold a general neeting on Thursday Decenber 16, at 3h.30 p.m at the
CGeneral ate of the Brothers of the Christian Schools (via Aurelia 476).

Secretaries who would be interested in participating are asked to get
in touch with Father John Schotte (via di Villa Troili, 26, Roma 00163;
tel.: 62.20.317) before Novenber 25.

b) Une preniere reunion gen“rale des Secretaires g*n*raux des congregations
religieuses femnines et masaulines se tiendra h la mai son g"n*ralice
des Fr*res des Ecoles Chr*tiennes (via Aurelia 476) le jeudi 16 d*cenbre,

de 15.30 k 18. 30,

Les Secretaires generaux qui seraient interesses sont pries de comuni quer
avec le P. John Schotte (viadi Milla Troili.26, 00163; t~l.: 62.20.317)

avant | e 25 novenbre.

3. M S TATI ONS.

a) FMM The Mther General and Council of the Franciscan M ssionaries
of Mary will visit Proviaces according to this plan: Septenber 1971-
January 1972, February-March 1972. Meeting of the Cointil and work
at the center: January 1972. Final phase of preparation for the
General Chapter: April-Septenber 1972. General Chapter: Qctober 1972.

b) FS G Bro. Charles Henry and Bro. Paul us Adanms (Assistant General)
will visit the nenbers of their Congregation in Ramanda and Congo- Ki nshasa

(Zaire) fromMNovenber 17th to Decenber 15th, 1971 .
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Ny FSCJ. Fr. Agostoni is leaving Sone at the end of Novenber to
visit Verona Fathers mssions in Uganda, At the end of January he will
presi de an "aggi ornament 0" week at Gulu, and inmmediately after a pan-
Afric” meeting of delegates from all African countries in which
"Conboni ani " m ssionaries are at worKk.

DEVELCPMENT SERVI CE

Fr. A Byrne CSSp., who is operating a Soci al Devel opnment Service, has
arranged the provisional schedule of his travelling programre:

1971 - Sept enber - Cct ober B doret (Kenya)
Novenber - Decenber G nmma & Haran (E hiopi a)
1972 - January -February Nai robi  (Kenya)
Mar ch -Apri Masaka (Uganda)
May -June Moshi  ( Tanzani a)
July - August Tanga "
Sept enber - Cct ober Lodwar (Kenya)
Novenber - Decenber Nai r obi "
1973 - January -Mrch Angol a
Apri l - May Rone
June -July Canada
August Irel and

Fr, Byrne visits a district only on the witten invitation of the Bishop,
and act as advi ser for various ecclesiastical

Soci al Devel oprment wor ko

(See BULLETINN. 25, p. 536).

authorities engaged in
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DOOUMENTS CGF SPEG AL | NTEREST

10 [EAfi LOPMENT PRQIECTS - Exanpl es of Church invol venent in Eastern Afri ca,
GABA PUBLI CATIONS, the Pastoral Institute of Eastern Africa, Kanpal a,

Uganda, pp, 65-XI1,

It is areal service to give publicity to some practical exanples of the
Church' s invol venent in devel opent. Here are four such exanples, after
an introductory article by Fr. J. Masson SJ fromthe report of the Louvain

M ssi ol ogy Veek.

The first, on anational scale, is the 1970 report of the Christian Service
Commttee of the Churches of Malawi. Two are particular initiatives
flourishing in Uganda, one by the Church of Uganda at Nyakashaka the ot her
by the Wiite Fathers at Nyamtanga. . The last is a report fromthe Makoko
centre of the Maryknol| Fathers of Misona di ocese in Tanzani a.

2. SVA BULLETINNo. 9, Cctober 1971 (English and French).

As usual, this well produced niieographed bulletin, contains interesting
material: 6 studies on the activities and formation of Catechists (30 pp»):
one fromthe Synod of Abidjan a report fromthe catechetical centre of
Gogonou (Dahoney)j two fromN geria, one fromthe Congo (Zaire), and
extracts froman enquiry in East Africa.

Then a few articles on; Catholic mnistry on the future of African realities
(14 pp. ), Apostol ate and devel opment i n Knango (Congo-Zaire, 8 pp.), the

I dea of God in Southern Dahoney (6 pp.), and Local custons and Christian
adaptationinJos, Ngeria, (7 pp.).

3, LEADERS AND LEADERSH P | N THE TRADE UNI ONS | N BANGALCRE, by Jul i an Rei ndor p,
Christian Institute for the study of Religion and Society, Bangal ore, |ndia.

This is a study arising out of the concern for the situation in which
Christians in industry are called to exercise a prophetic mnistry. |It,

* is anewsubject in anewcountry. It was mainly due to the initiative
of the Induistrial TeamService of St, Mark's Cathedral, Bangal ore. Over
hal f the book of 240 pp. examnes el even case studies in a lengthy detail ed
appendi x. It is a specialized topic, but one which an expert can easily

appr eci at e.
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LI ST G- PER (D CALS RECHI VED conpiled by Sister Agnetta, S .S

A LI ST OF | SSUES OF PER (DI CALS RECHI VED during Cctober 1 971

| ssue: Name of Periodical (S xternal)
Cct ober 1971 AFPRO Hews Not es

Cct ober 1971 AVBCEA Infornation

Vol , 7,No. 1-2 BoletimInformativo (CESIS)

Vol . 3, No. 4 Bulletin (iDS)

No. 36-39 La Chi esa nel Mndo

No. 7 Christian Council Newsletter

Ji ol y- August Christian News Bulletin (Ceyl on)
NOS. | 593-1 595 La Docunentation Gatholigiie

Nos. 410- 465 Docunent ati on -and I nfornmation for and about Africa
No. 6 Ecuneni cal Perspecti ves

August 1971 FAO Docunent ati on

No. 54 | VA News

Vol . 6, No. 10 | npact (PI)

No. 10 | nfor mat i edi enst

No. 15 Information Service (SPQ)

No. 4 Infornmations' (BIT)

Nos. 392- 394 Informations Catholiques International es
Nos. 392- 394 Japan Christianity Activity News
No. 20 LADOC

Sept enber 1971 MARC Newsl et t er

Jul y- August Mensaj e | ber oaner i cano

No. 23 M SERECR Akt uel |

No. 8 M ssi on | ntercom



Jul y- August
Nos, 910

No, 47

No, 44

No. 40

Nos, 6852- 6853
Cct ober 1971

| ssue;

Noo 418

No. 45

No. 48

No, 7

No, 246
Sept.-Crt. 1971
No. 10

No. 42

Naj aar 1971
No. 9/10

Sept enber 1971
Cct ober 1971
Cct ober 1971
No, 9

No. 8/1971

Cct ober 1971
Nos. 33-34/71
No. 59/71

No. 152-153
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M ssi ons Et ranger es

A Monthly Letter about Evangelism

Panorana (BIT)
Peupl es du Monde

Sci enza, Tecni ca e O gani zzazi one

The Tabl et
This Mont h

Name-Of Periodical (internal)
Chronica (A QY
Echos de | a rue du Bac ( MEP)

Epi phani e ( MEP)
Euntes (ClI CM
Fam gl i a Conboni aTi a ( FSCJ)

Hel | 0? Frascati! (SA
m (SVD).
Medi cal Mssion Sisters (SOWN

Mededel i ngen, Medi sche”™ M ssi ezusters ( SCMV M

M ssi on! QM
Monde et M ssion ( Cl CM

Mondo e M ssione (Pl M)

N grizia (FSCJ)
Noti zi ari o Cappucci ho ( GFMCap)

Petit Echo (PA)
Pi ccol o M ssionario (FSCJ)

OM  Communi cat i ons—Pocurmrent at i on

OM  Communi cat i ons—nf or mati on

AIHS (FSCJ et al.)
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No, 7 Rondvl ucht Aerial Tour (SCOWAT)
Noo 5 SJ Information
No. 42 SW | ntercontinent ( SCMV M)

NEW PER CDI CAL RECEl VED DUR NG CCTCBER

Narme of External Periodical and country in vrhich it is publishedi.

The Bulletin—€hristian Institute for Ethnic Studies in Asia (Philippines)

The Bul l etin—christian Institutes of Islamc Studies (India),

Centro Romans (ltaly)

Japanese Religions (Japan)

Noticias (Peru)
Qientarrenti Pastorali (ltaly)

Refl ecti on—€hristian Retreat and Study Centre (I ndia)

Le Point sur |es Probl emes d' Evangel i sation (France)

Nane of Internal Periodical and Institute which publishes it:

SJ Information (English and French issues) (SJ)

SELECTED ARTI CLES

Code Nunber ; Article;
2.aav El enents of our Mssionary Spirituality.
In CHRONCA, Cctober 1971t No. 418. A so in French.
2,aav Le Ghana by Firmn Dufey. |In MONDE ET M SSI QN
Sept enber 1971 .
2. MEP Chine Troisieme Gand (I and I'1) by L6on Triviere.

I n EPI PHAN E, No, 48, 1971.

2. MEP Gouti Mes et croyances hindoues chez | es chretiens Fadayat chi .
by Jean Verinaud. |n EPIPHANIE, No48, 1971.

2, M Refl ections on the Vocations Apostol ate by Henri Gaudreaul t.
In QM COWUN CATI ONS-BOCUMENTATI ON,  No.  33/71.
A so available in French.




2,0M

2.M

2, Pl ME

2, SVA

2SVD

5.B

5. Bl

5. BN

5.1(P)

5,1 (pi)

5M

5 M

5, POS
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General Conference of Fornmation calls on Chapter to

spell out M ains and mssion. In GM COVMUIN CATI ONS—

INFCGRMITION No, 59/71 - Also available in French,

Changes and Experinents in (blate Formati on by Fred Sackett.

In M COWLUN CATI ONS—BOCUMVENTATI ON, No, 34/ 71.
Al so avail abl e i n French.

Incontro a Oisto nell'induisno by John Subranmani ya Ayer,

In MONDO E M SSI ONE, (ct ober 1971..
Extraordi nary Gener& GCovntil. In SVA NEWSLETTER,

Special Issue® 197K Al so available in French.

Mahnungen und Vor schl age zur Erneuerung der Kirche

in I ndien.
| nMD, No, 10, 1971.

Social Structure and Church Gowh. |In THE BULLETI N

(G ESA),

Vol . 4, No. 1-2, 1971 -
Trends of the Church in Brazil. (Aticle in Portuguese only)

I n BCLETI MI NFCRVMATI VO (CERIS), No. 1-2, 1971.
Alienation in the Religious Life by Brother Scott Gannon.

| n BROTHERS NBVELETTER , Vol , 13, No. 2, 1971.

"Liberation edited by Cornelius Breed.
I n I MPACT (Philippines), Vol. 6, No, 10, 1971.

Maoi st China, An /\sian Chal | enge by Arnol d Jacobs.

I n I MPACT (Philippines), Vol. 6, No. 9, 1971.
Entervista al P. Pedro Arrupe. | n MENSAJE | BEROAMER CANQ

No, 71-72, 1971.

XXV Semana Espanol a de M sionol ogia, |n MENSAJE

| BEROAMERI CANA, No. 71-72, 1971.

. Tanzani an d ergy. Meet.
No. 4and 5, 1971

I n PASTCRAL ORI ENTATI ON SERMI CE,
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THE SITUATITON - MSS N THEQLOGY
| NTERNATI ONAL THEQLOQ CALOONFERENCE CF NAGPUR, ' I NDI A, 6-12 Cctober 1971

In the very .heart of India, "t Nagpiar, Madhya Pradesh, the "International Theo-
| ogi cal Conf erence on Mssion Theol ogy and D al ogue” was held at St. Charles
Semnary from6-12 Cctober 1971- Mbst of the participants were Indian, but
there were some fromother Asian countries and sone mssionary theol ogi ans
and experts fromthe Wst.

This was the first pan-Asian Mssion Theol ogy Seminar ever organised in a
M ssion country at such an international level. And it was the first itemin
t he programme of celebrations to be held in India to cormenorate the anni ver-
sary of the dea-th of St, Thomas, which according to tradition occurred at
Madras in the year 72, These cel ebrations, follow ng the guidelines of the
| ndi an Epi scopal Conference (Ernakulamneeting of January 1970), should strive
for sinplicity and concentrate on a central theme, i.e. the renewal of the
mssionary task of the Church in India, a country which nunbers only 125"
Catholics out of a total popul ation of 540 nillions.

The Nagpur Theol ogi cal Conference was nade possible by the great inpul se
gi ven by the "Epi scopal Comm ssion for Church Extension" under the direction
of Mgr. Kerketta of Ranchi, and by the aid of the S.C for Evangelisation.
Personal ly, we participated as del egates of the S.C for Evangelisation, while
the Secretariat for non-Christians was represented by Myr. Rossano, the
Secretatrigt for non-believers by Frs. M anoSDB and Phel an SJ, and the Ponti -
fical Commssion for lustitia et Pax by Fr. JXhhtttte SVD. The executive
director of the theol ogi cal synposiumwas Fr. Bede MG egor CP of the Nagpur
Regi onal Sem nary, assisted by ani”dvisory committee conprising the rectors
of the Sem naries of Bangal ore, Nagpur, A vaye, Poona and Kottayam and al so
by a representative of the "Episcopal Commission for Church Extension", as well
as by the "Commssion for Religious Institutes" and the director of the
"National Catechetical and Liturgical Centre".

The papers read occupied only a limted part of the programme, but several
studi es were placed before the assenbly as position papers on different topics
(75 in all), some of which came fromtheol ogi ans not present at Nagptir, such
as Frs. Congar, Lyonnet and Voillaune. The subjects dealt with by these several
studies supply anple material for reflection on how to re-think m ssionary
activity in terns of nmodern situations, particularly in viewof a nore efficient
encounter of Catholicism with the values of the great religiotts systens in
I ndi a.

The mai n work of the first days consisted in group neetings or workshops,

9 in nunber, distributed according to the principal itens of the conference,
i.e.:
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1 - Biblical Theol ogy of Evangelisation : Dynamcs of the Gowh of Cod' s
peopl e.

2 - Vatican Il and post-Conciliar M ssion Theol ogy.

3 - Contenpl ation and Evangeli sati on.

4 - The Laity, Religious and Priests in the Evangelisation of India.

5 - Theol ogi cal Understanding of the Religious Traditions of Mankind (in ,

order to avoid the expression "non-Christian religions"),
6 - Theol ogy and Evangel i sation .and D al ogue.
7 - BEvangelisation and Secul ari sation®
8 - Theology and the Particul ar Church.
9 - Evangel i sation and Devel oprent.

e coul d undoubt edly bl ane the Nagpur Conference for including too nany
itens on its programme - in fact, this multiplicity may have prevented del vi ng
deeper into some .questions. But the studies solicited by these various points
may | ead to deeper searching |ater on. However, since different workshops soon
cane to grips with theprecise significance of certain basic ideas, it was
decided to forma "Special Conmittee on Eyi*~lisation, D al ogue and Devel oprent
inorder to give a theological definition to these notions. This Conmittee,
under the direction of Frs, Amal orpavadass and Neuner, and including Myr. |I.
Extross, Myr. P. Rossano, Frs, Shiitte SVD, K MNanara, J, Masson SJ, B. Vawt er
CMand A Seurmbis OM, did an excellent job"n Evangelisation and D al ogue,
whereas Developnent and its bearing on evangelisation proved theol ogically
a rather conpl ex subject.

The summari sed and harnmoni zed concl usions of the different workshops led to
a draft declaration by the Conference, which was discussed in the plenary assem
bly in the last days and voted in the final session. This declaration testifies
to the highly mssionary spirit pervading the entire proceedi ngs, to the aposto-
lic dynam smprevailing at Nagpur, as well as. to the guidelines destined to
give newvigour to Indian mssionary effort.

Two nenorabl e evenings afforded an agreeabl e diversion to the participants:
on ctober 7th the Nagpur Sem narians gave a perfornance of Indian fol k songs
and dances, and on the 9th they attended the "dance drana” entitled Meshpal
Bhagwan, conposed and directed by Fr. George Proksch SVD, better known in India
as Quru Cyan Prakash Sharman, The cli sESX €f the Congress, however, froma spiri -
tual point of view, was an ordination to the priesthood conferred on Sunday
evening in the Semnary grounds, which had been preceded in the nmorning by a
beautiful H ndi Mass in the Dom ni can Ashram celebrated by Fr. Proksch and his
group of artists. The ecuneni cal aspect of the theol ogi cal assenbly was under-
lined in particular by a lecture on the Protestant position vis-cv-vis non-Chri -
stianreligions, given by Dr. DG Mses of the East Asia Christian Conference.

Andr” Seunois OM
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POSI TION PAPERS — Nagpur 6-12 Oct. 1971

Abhi si kt ananda (Swam ): The Theol ogy of Presence as a Formof Evangelization
inthe Gontext of Non-Christian Religions

A phonso H SJ: The Religious Vocation and Evangel i zati on

Amal or pavadass D A: The Theol ogy of Evangelization in the Asian Context

Bal asuriya Tissa OM: Sonme Thoughts on Evangel i zati on and DO al ogue

Harden Wlliam COP: Contenplation as the ultimate Basis of Evangelization

Bernejo AM SJ: Incarnation and Evangelization

Bhatt D., Theol ogy of Conversion in the Context of Religious H nduism

Bruggenan SJ: Baptismof Desire in the Context of Man's Reli gi ons

Congar Yves OP, Non-Christian Religions and Christianity

Couthino (Lucio de Viega): The Relationship between the Particular Church and
t he Uni versal Church

de Lastic Alan: The Role of the Laity in the Evangelization of India

de Smet R SJ: Suggestions for an Indian dial ogi cal Theol ogy
! : Advances in MuslimChristian D al ogue

Dhavanmony M SJ:  Christian Approaches to H nduism Points of Contact and
difficulties

Djkstra Gswald GFM  Communi catio in sacris

Dvarkar P. SJ, Note on Secular Christianity and Mddern | ndia

Domnic O&@x The Theol ogy of the Mssionary Priest

Dupuis J. SJ: The Slvif.ic Value of Non- Christian Religions

Ernst Cornelius COP: The Necessity of the Church in the Context of Non-Christian
Rel i gi ons

Extross lvan: Theol ogy of Conversion and Baptismin the Indian Context

Fallon Pierre SJ: The Denands of Dialogue in the Indian Situation : Quidelines
for the future D al ogue with H ndus

Fernando A OM: D al ogue with Buddhism: Liberation as the principal Point
of Cont act

FilellaJ. SJ: Bl aneless Atheism: A Psychol ogi cal Reflextion on K Rahner's
Position

Fonseca A SJ: Secul arization and Evangel i zati on

Fries Heinrich: Evangelization and D al ogue

Fuchs Stephen: Mahatnma Phul e and the "Indiani zatibn" of the Church

G spert-Sauch G SJ: Reflections for a Theol ogy of Evangelization and D al ogue

Godwin CJ. SVD. Evangelization and Ant hropol ogy

Gones Anastasio OQCD;, Theol ogy of Non-Christian Religions

Gant (Sister Sara, RSCJ): The Future of Religious Life in the Indian Context

Harrington WJ. GP.  The Procl amati on of Jesus

[ttyavirah (Sadhu): Christian Approach to Non-Christians

Krper Walter: Are Non-Christian Religions Salvific?

Kl aes Norbert SAM The Uni queness of Christ as the Way of Sal vation for all
Manki nd in the D al ogue with H ndui sm

| oodapuzha Xavi er: The Church as essentially M ssionary
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Lederle M SJ: Evangelization in the Context of H ndu Society

Legrand L, MEP. Acts 13, 1-3 and the M ssion Theol ogy of Luke

Lerch Jo SJ: The Constitution on the Church and M ssion Theol ogy

Lesser R H: Hunanisation and Evangel i sation

L'Hour J, : The Peopl e of the Govenant Encounters the Nations : |srael and Canaan

Luke Ko : The Biblical Idea of Marturia (Wtness)

Lyngdoh Syl vanus SDB: The Christian Approach to the Tribals and their Qitiire

Lyonnet S, SJ: The Novelty of the Gospel

Manal el Constantine OM: The Christian Message in the Religious Pluralism of
Past and Present

ManickamT.M OM: A Theol ogi cal Met hodol ogy of Revelation in Indian Tradition

Masson J. SJ: Vatican Il and Post-Conciliar Theol ogy of Evangelization

MNarmara levin: |s there a Non-Christian Revel ation?

Mano V. SDB: Secularization and Evangelization

Monteiro (Sster Celine, FMM) : Prayer and Evangel i zati on

Mil ler Karl SVD. The "Raison d' etre" of Mssionary Activity in the nmore inportant
Papal Encyclicals on the M ssions

Mir phy-O Gonnor J. OP: Reflexions on | Tinothy 2:1-7

Nanbi aparanbil A bert GMs Christianity and other Religions: Points of Contact

Neuner Joseph SJ: The Mssionary Priest

Pal | i kaparanbi| Joseph: Baptismof Desire and Wrld Religions

"Panakal Justin OCD:  The Rel ationship between Christian Spirituality and Non-
Christian Spirituality

Pani kkar R: The Meaning of Christ's Name in the universal Econony of Sal vation

Pat hrapankal J.M CM: Pauline Theol ogy of Evangelization

Phel an Gerald Jo SJ: The Anbi val ence of Secul arization

Ratus Leslie: The Theol ogy of Presence as a Formof Evangelization

Rodericks J.R SJ (Bishop): Relationship between the Universal Church and the

Particul ar Churches especially in the M ssions
Rossano P, (Msgr.) Theol ogi cal and Pastoral Probl ens of D al ogue
Rossignol R MEP. Shall we bring India to Christ?
" . Contribution of the Ecclesiology of Vatican Il to M ssion

Theol ogy
Schutte Johannes SVD Evangel i zati on and Devel opnent
Seunoi s Andre OM :  Theol ogy and M ssions in the post-conciliar Period
Staffner H: Conversion to Christianity seen fromthe H ndu Point of View
Sudhakar Paul: Evangel i smanong H ndus
Toner Jerome OP: Mssionary Mtivation
Urunpackal :  H ndu Approaches to Christianity
van Leeunven A CFM Questioning the (hjectives of Mssionary Activities
Vawter Bruce OM Israel's Encotnter with the Nations
Vel | ani ckal Mathew. Biblical Theol ogy of Evangelization
Vikrant (flwam) SDB: Conparative M/sticism

Voi | | aure Rene: "Presence” to Men and Evangel i zation
Vol ken H SJ: Evangelization and the soci o-econom ¢ Concern of the Church in
I ndi a t oday

Wjngaards JJNM MM Viitness of the Spirit in Evangelization
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DECLARATI ON CF | HE | NTERNATI ONAL THEQLOQ CAL CONFERENCE ON EVANCELI ZATI ON

AND DALCAE IN INDA

Gathered in Nagpur in connectionwith the Centenary Year of St. Thonas,
the Apostle, for a period of theol ogical reflection, we theol ogi ans from
I ndia, other x\sian Churches, and various Churches in the Wst have sought
tothink out inthe light of our faith the various aspects of the m ssion
entrusted by Christ to the Church in this land. W are deeply aware of
our Om inadequacy, but in a spirit of fraternal trust we offer the
followi ng reflections to all of our brothers who share with us axi abidi ng
faith and unfailing hope in the Lord to whomwe have all commtted our

life and i n whoso m ssi on we share.

THE PRESENT OONTEXT

2.

W live in a nmonentous period in history when a new civilization is being
born before our very eyes. V¢ live inaworld in which mn strives to be
the master of his own destiny, seeking liberation fromevery form of
oppression and slavery. Ve believe that the universal spirit of Christ,
the Lord of Hstory, is undoubtedly present in the evolution that is
taking place today, and that we are called upon to discern the neaning

of the signs of the tinmes and participate with all nen of good will in
the building up of a universal brotherhood of I|ove.

The Indian society in which we live is undergoing a profound transfornation.
Sci ence and technol ogy have al ready caused consi derabl e changes in the

way of life and thought of many; the advent of national independence has
brought about a new s”se of responsibility and a new pride in ancient
traditions. Together with upsurges of religious revivals an ardent
aspiration for social justice and equality manifests itself everywhere.

V¢ recogni se a sign of hope in the fact that those caught up in the process
of secul arization nomal |y retain a respect for spiritual val ues.

Al ong withthese signs of progress and growh India is faced with great
problens and chall enges. There is an increasing inpatience with the

sl owness of social reformand econom c devel oprent. Deep concern is felt
about the nassive growth in populatifin. Many people, especially the
young, are attracted by new i deol ogi es that advocate materiali smand

vi ol ence; econom ¢ devel opnent goes hand in hand wi th continui ng poverty
and grow ng unenpl oyrment; as ol d val ue systens crunble many are |eft
without ethical and spiritual convictions or ideals.
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JESUS GHR ST:  SORCE GF OR FAI TH AND M SSI ON

5.

It is against the background of this real world of ours that the nystery
of Jesus Christ reveals itself to us. |In Jesus of Nazareth, who died and
rose fromthe dead, God has spoken the irrevocable "yes" to our worl d.
Having conpl etely inserted hinmself into our hunman exi stence he gives to
this existence a newneaning; its radical openness to Gd and uni versal
brotherhood. Conpletely united with his Father he pours out his life for
his brothers in atotal self-gift, knowing that it is only in losing his
life that he can really live- And so he lives for ever as the R sen Lord

in his Church.

This new hunanismin Jesus Christ - of living in CGod, of giving hinself
conpletely to his fellowren, of losing his life in order to find it -
becormes the pattern of the new hunanity. H's disciples, baptised in him
and united in and through the Eucharist, become his Body, i.e. the social
and historical continuation of his own presence in the world and of his
mssion for all men. This is his Church, the communi on of those who |ive
in Jesus Christ who with himknow that God is their Father and in his
Spirit are united as his brothers. They are sent to keep this nystery

of Jesus Christ alive inthis world, and to becone the | eaven of human
society in all ages, the vanguard of a new race.

THE M SSI ON GF THE CHURCH

7.

RCLE

In the Church Christ continues to proclaimto the world Hs message of
hope and | ove. The m ssion of the Church reaches out to the ends of the
earth and enbraces all hunan aspirations and val ues. Aninated by the
Spirit of God, who knows no limtations or barriers, the Church is called
on to search out, acknov/ledge and ennobl e everything that is true and
good in the world and in human history. As the mnister of the purifying
and transformng grace of Christ, it wills to bring back to God the whol e
of creation, and longs for the day when, all hunan divisions having been
overcome, Christ will stand at the head of a new humanity finally nade
one and filled with his fullness.

CF THE LOCAL CHURCH

The Church, essentially mssionary, realizes itself concretely in the

I ocal Church which is a community of believers in Christ constituted by
the Word of God, the bond of the Spirit and the eucharistic worship,

uni ted under its head and in commnion with the other Chtirches, living
its faith as incarnated in its own tradition, culture and spiritual

heri t age.
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The gospel of Jesus Christ and community of those who believe in hi mnmeet
living men in different human situations and within changi ng norments of
history. There can be no standardi zed pattern of pastoral and ni ssionary
activity. Therefore each local Church nmust, infidelity to Christ, work
out its own distinctive patterns to nmeet the exigencies of the | ocal
situations.' The Church nust first of all be conscious of this inperative,
infull openness to the concrete world inwhich it finds itself. This
awareness nust in turn give birth to a profound reflection on how it nust
go about its task. It nust itself search God's Wrd for the words and
deeds with which to proclaimthe Good News. It nust create a Liturgy
which will be a genui ne enbodi ment of the worship of its menbers - not
words and gestures borrowed and w thout neaning. It nust seek forns of

m ni stry through which the grace of God is effectively channel ed.

The Church is therefore called to the fulfilnent of this mssion. The
new awareness of the role of particular Churches and of the significance
of diverse Christian traditions and the ecclesial pluralismwhich derives
fromthis fact is a hopeful si'gn for the future of evangelisation in our
couintry. Inlinewth earlier Christian tradition, Vatican Il has re-
enphasi sed the theol ogy of the local Church, and this sumrons us to the
exerci se, wth increasing conpetence and courage, of greater freedomin
our ecclesial life- a freedomwhich we believe the central authority will
encourage and foster. Qur efforts should be directed to our growth, as
local Church, inthat naturity, self-reliance and creativity which will
allow the Christian coomunity in our cotniry to enter nore fully into the
total life of our people and thus make our particular contribution to the
communi on of the i mversal Church.

Deeply rooted in the land and with a clear conscience of its own identity
the Church in India has grown to a dynamc naturity- No |onger an infant
Church it can and nust proclaimthe God News and enter into dial ogue and
cooperation with all rmen of good will in seeking to confront the trenendous

tasks of today.

THE THEQLOQ CAL UNDERSTI WOING CF THE RELI G QUS TRAD TI ONS CGF MANKI ND

12.

Indiais the cradl e of several of the great religions of mankind. 1n our
days the religions in India are alive and active. Christians find them
selves in contact with people of other religious traditions- WMhen speaking
of these traditions we understand any set of beliefs and practices enbody-
ing man's ultimate val ues to which he comits hinself in faithwith the
hope of finding through themhis final fulfilment. The growh of Christian
consci ousness wi tnessed to by Vatican Il leads us to see these traditions
under a new light- W see at work in themChrist and Hs G ace-
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13* An ineffable nystery, the centre and the ground of reality and htinan life,
isindifferent forns and manners active among all peoples of the world
and gives ultimate neaning to human exi stence and aspirations. This mstery,
which is called by different narmes, but which no name can adequatel y A
represent, is definitively disclosed and communi cated in Jesus of Nazareth.

14. As there is a universal providence leading all nen to their ultinate
destiny and since salvation cannot be reached by man's effort al one, but
requires divine intervention, the self communication of God is not confined
to the Judaeo-Christian tradition, but extends to the whol e of manki nd
indifferent ways and degrees w thin the one divine econony.

15* Sincenmanis apilgrimon earth, he is on the way to his final goal. This
goal consists in the |iberation fromevery bondage, and in the full
realization of his human destiny. This fulfilment can only be reached
through man's positive response to the nystery which he discovers in his
personal experience. Through faith the Christian knows that this sal vation
isunionwith Christ, his liberator and savi our.

16, Since man is a social being, concrete religious traditions provide the
usual context in which he strives for his ultinate goal. Therefore the
religious traditions of the world can be regarded as hel pi ng hi mtowards
the attai nment of his salvation. Since men who are saved attain their
salvation in the context of their religious tradition, the different
sacred scriptures and rites of the religious traditions of the world can
be in various degrees expressions of a divine manifestation and can be
conduci ve to salvation. This in no way underm nes the uni queness of the
Christian econony to which has been entrusted the decisive word spoken
by Christ to the world and the means of salvation initiated by Hm

17. The recognition of the positive relation of the religious traditions of
mankind to Christ does not in any way | essen the urgency of the Christian
mssion; rather it is recognised as nore neani ngful, nore hxinan, nore

xm ver sal .

EVANCELI SATI ON

18. This newurgency of the mssion of the Church inlIndiais to be seen
agai nst the background of the New Testanent concept of the nission of the
Church, according to which Christ comm ssioned his apostles to bear witness
to himand announce the salvation realised through him The Church has
to preach Christ as the One who was sent by the Father to inaugxarate H s
Fatherly rule, by which God wants to \nify mankind, to build up a new
world freed fromthe enslavenent of the forces of evil, of sin, suffering
and deat h.
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The Church is God's instrument to bring about her m ssion about this
liberating and saving activity of God, which has both spiritual and
physical, this-wordly and other-wordly, existential and eschatol ogi cal
dimensions. It is the Whol e nan that cones under this liberating act of
CGod, and the Church fully aware of this, tries to fulfill the basic
aspirations of India towards liberation fromevery formof oppression

and servitude so that her children may realise their vocations to be truly

and ful Iy human,

The mssion of the Church in India, therefore, has to be realised through
evangel i sation. By evangelisation we nmean the inparting of the good news
of salvation in Jesus Christ, through which men are enabled to share in
the spirit of Christ, who renews and reconciles themw th God, This the
Church acconpl i shes not only through proclamation (M.16:15ff) but al so
through a life of Christian w tnessing (Lk.24;47-48)(Acts 1 :8) by which
it tries to show that the commxm cation of the nessage of Christ is not
sinply verbal, but the witness of the whole life lived in the spirit and
radiating the divine agape in the fellowship of a coommunity. As such it
is the dynamc agent within the world and the historical expression of
the new hunanity being gathered up, liberated and re-created in Christ

through the Spirit,

Inthis perspective we see that the necessity of evangelisation in India
and its notivation are not only froman extrinsic coomand of Christ but
also froma dynamsmof the life which the Church possesses in the Spirit.
Unai ded by God, man cannot build a newworld. The Church consciociAs of

her mission to be an instrunent for acconplishing the universal salvific
will of Gd (1 Tim 2 4) discharges this duty of hers as a service in the
Spirit (2 Cor.3:8) which carries with it a sense of urgency that cannot

be restrained (1 Gor,9:16), The mssionary command of Christ (iM.2818-22)
given as a conclusion of all the four gospels, expresses the consci ousness
the early Church had of the dynamismof the |if« which she possesed in

the Spirit. This dynamsmis nanifested in the commnity's life of fellow
ship that stands as a witness to the divine | ove acconpani ed by a spont aneous
urge to share it with others.

Evangel i sation, therefore, cannot be reduced to a natter of church
organisation; it has toremain a charismatic activity of the Church. It
is the duty of the Church "not to quench the Spirit" (I Thes.5:19), rather
to open herself fully to the maverrent of the Spirit Wio bl ows where He
wills (Jn.3:8), The Church in India thus tries to cooperate towards the
acconpl i shenent of the universal brotherhood of all men across all the
barriers which separate and alienate nen fromone anot her.
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Inthe context of areligious pluralismthat we have in India, evangelisation
i s meani ngful and necessary because it communicates a nore explicit know edge
of Christ and a deeper union with him who is the central event of the
history of salvation. Evangelisation is necessary because Christian
fellowship being really universal and not bound by any culture, race or
nation, is an indispensable factor for the peace and prosperity of the

wor | d, under st andi ng between the peopl e and universal justice. Evangelisation
is thus expression of the Christian fellowship which communicates to

ot hers what has been entrusted to the Church to share with all nen.

D ALOGLE

23.

24.

25.

In the two thousand years of its history in our country the QW rch of
Christ has struck deep roots. Christianity is one of the ancient religions
of India. The time was when nenbers bel onging to different religious
traditions regarded thenselves as rivals or enemes. Today nany feel

drawn to be in dialogue with one another. The Christian commnity which
finds itself in apluralistic society should be a coomunity in dial ogue
with others.

In our personal relations with men of other beliefs, dialogue will be

truly religious when, however different its object its partners share a
religious concern and an attitude of conplete respect for one another's
convictions and a fraternal openness of nind and heart. Religious dial ogue,
therefore, does not necessarily nean that two persons speak about their
religious experiences, but rather that they speak as religiously conmtted
persons, with their ultinmate coomitnents and religi ous outl ook, on subjects
of common interest.

Thus a Christian in India can in hunble dialogue with his H ndu brothers
becone nore conscious of the absolute reality of God before whom not hing
really is and the val ue of the various sadhanas to realise our .union with
Hm at the sane tine he can enrich his religious synbolismfor the
expression of his own faith. Fromthe Muslimthe Christian can learn the
courage in the public profession of his faith and a very deep reverence
before God's naj esty and sovereign will. The Buddhist will remnd him

of the radical noaning of a spiritual liberation. Conversely the non-
Christian parties may be encouraged to enrich their own religioustraditions
by the val ues nade evident in the words and the life of the Christian.
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26, Dalogue is animted by the common hope of goi ng beyond tol erance to reach
nut ual under st andi ng, communion and col | aboration. Init we try to under-
stand the faith of other believers and nake our o\mintelligible to them
By its very nature dial ogue therefore tends towards that ultinate vision
of a perfect unification of all nman which can be discerned in the convergent
aspirations of the various religious traditions. Dialogue like other
works of service and charity, |ike education, concern for justice and
refomj is good in itselfr because it fosters rnutual communi on and edification-

270 Inthe Indiaof today, religious dial ogue has many areas of concern aud
relevance. There is the nutual spiritual enrichnment which nay result from
this fraternal exchange of religiour™ experiences- This enrichnment cones
fromthe fact that in dialogue each partner listens to God speaking in
the self-coommication and questioning of his fellowbelievers« It |eads
to a spiritual growh and therefore to a kind of deeper netaaoi a or
conversi on to God»

2 8. Besides the religious dial ogue Christians, because of their close
i nvol venent in the society in which they live, are also called upon to
have an attitude of dial ogue operating at various |evels of interpersonal
relationshipsa They are al so encouraged to extend their dial ogue to
i ncl ude peopl e who adhere to the various secul ar idec3ogies. There is the
area of concrete issues facing our society which concerns all believers
and into which they nust bring their respective values and experiences:
probl ens connected wi th communal harnmony, the re-shaping of our social
and economc structures? the constitutional reforns needed for greater
justice,,the building up of a nore authentic educational systemin which
all will have equal opportunities, the |eadership Indian youth expects
inorder to gro\/ up according to its ideals of genuine hunanity*

290 Tolabour inaspirit of dialogue is required in all aoa fields of work
whet her urban or rural- This will help commtted Christian nen and wonen
who are in intimate contact with people of other religious traditions
and secul ar ideol ogies to know thorn and to be able to speak a | anguage
intelligible to all.

LI BERATI ON AND DEVELCPMENT

30, The social conditions and problens of our peopl e nake it inperative for
the ChXiTch to deepei;i their dialogue in courageously participating in the
struggl e for devel opnent, an obligation that has been stressed tine and
again in recent papal pronouncerents. In the Christian perspective,
devel opnent rust be conceived as integral hunman devel oprrent.
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This inplies the progress and advance of the whole man in his full hunman
di nension: economc, social, political, cultural, educational and spiritual,
Man nmust grow consci ous of his hunan dignity and play an active role in
devel opi ng hinself and hel p others to advance in authentic devel opnent.
The work of integral devel opnent when notivated by the |ove of Christ and
understood in this sense of integral devel opnent is a genuine way of
realizing the values of the Gospel, |Its thrust goes beyond the individual
to the whol e of nanki nd, beyond the visible to the invisible, beyond tine
to eschatol ogical fulfilment. In practice, the Church's role in devel op-
nment nust be both positive and liberating. Positive, inso far as it
participates within its capabilities in building a nmore humane environnent
for men in the tenporal sphere; liberating, by a radical transformation
of social attitudes and soci 0-economc structures of the coiniry in order
that our efforts will increase econonic growth, which should take place
in such away that social justice is ensured. In other words, the Church
nust thirst for social justice and throw all her forces in the struggle
for liberation. The country is in need of a new and vast Liberation
Movenment that will set an end to a process of devel opnent in which the
gap between the minority growing richer and the mass of the poor not gett-
ing a fair deal, is increasing year by year. The question before us is:
how can the Church be relevant in such a revol utionary situation?

Thi s conference has pondered over the significance of Liberation and
Salvation as revealed in the scriptures. These indicate that the |ocal
Church is in a privileged position to understand both the source and

deeper neani ng of the new dynamsmof this longing of our people for a
l'iberation that should make it possible for every man to live a fully
human life, Christ is sending out Hs Church to be the | eaven of the
Kingdomof God in this vast social novenment, and to give a credible wtness
to Hs love for the people of India. In this conmtnent to the building

of a new society in India which will nake real the ideals of hunan dignity,
equality, fraternity and social justice, we Christians are called to realise
and inpl enent the |ove which Christ has brought and taught us. In the
light of Vatican Council |l this commitnent to social justice and the

full devel opnent of man are an integral part of the salvific mssion of

t he Church,

It is, therefore, an urgent task of the Church in our land to make all

its menbers aware of the gravity of this explosive situation in reference

to which a relevant theology and spirituality nust be further devel oped.

The di al ogue with the poor, the workers and the peasants, the youth and
students can be a stinulating challenge to us theol ogi ans and our sem nari ans-
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Ways nust be found for- the professors and students of theology to be in
contact with such groups in sxifficient depth for their ow ways of think-
ing to be. attuned to the existing social realities of India. The evangels
isation of the poor requires that the future priests and young religi ous
be fornmed in the school of active contact with the oppressed of their

|i beration-

In face of Christ disfigured in the siAffering poor and oppressed, our
religious leaders will have to change their style of |ifevhich associated
themwi th privileged groups- D vested of all superfluities they will not
only be identified with the poor around thembut this will also be apparent
to otherso They v;ill then be able to discern the revolutionary inplications
of evangelisation for changes in soci o-economc structures that are an

insult to CGod, the loving Father of all men. Then the power of the Wrd

can transform.the Eucharistic assenblies to radiate in the formof rel evant
service to society;*

In an environment in which apathy and fatalismprevail Christians, called

to partnership in the creativity of God, should bear witness'to their

faith by building real hunan communities. Wile secul ari smwhich denies

all transcendent val ues cannot be accepted, secul arizati on whi ch recogni ses
the legitimate autonony of the secular values is a positive gain to be

wel coned and pronoted. A healthy secularity nust purify a type of piety

whi ch may be an escapi smfromhard work and persevering effort. Christian
commiAnities whi ch do not find wthin thensel ves the effective notivation

for economc and social progress fail to bear witness to Christ who |iberates

men fromall their alienations. |In order to respond to these tasks towards
soci ety we Christians should acquire the conpetence and skills necessary
to render the best possible service. In this process of |iberation, nass

nmedi a, schools and col | eges have a vital role to play.

Today politics is an inportant area for the realization of the val ues of

the Kingdomof God such as social justice® human brot herhood and human
dignity. Christians, therefore, nust participate with others in political
action to bring about urgently required social reforns. The priests and
religious too cannot remain indifferent to these issues when fundanent al

probl ems of justice are involved. The exanple of several of our m ssion-
aries who had the courage to stand up for rights of powerless and defencel ess

peopl e should be an inspiration to us. 1In the future the anination of
the laity inthis field may involve many nore.priests and religious in
the risks of such struggles for justice. 1In such situations they wll

need the understandi ng, s3TQpathy and support of their brother priests
and religious communities.
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The urgency of the situation demands that the priestly and religious, life
in India be rethought to provide for a plurality in types of apostol ate
and life styles. QGave national problens like illiteracy, lack of training
inskills, famly and child welfare etc, also present a challenge to which
especial |y our sisters should be free to respond.

A new type of Christian participation in nation-building will demand nore
sacrificial living. nly greater intinate union Vv/ith Christ and Hs Spirit
that dwells withinus will help us not only to find joy in success but

al so in suffering, msixnderstanding and even in failure.

OCONTEMPLATI ON I N THE CHURCH

38.

39.

40.

41.

In order to be faithful to its mission a close dependence on the indwelling
Spirit is essential for every menber of the Christian community, since

the Church is the presence of the risen Christ at the heart of the xm verse,
renewing and transforming it fromwthin by the power of the Spirit.

This inplies a deeply prayerful attention to the Spirit and sensitivity

and responsi veness to H's pronotings both within the mnd and heart of

the individual Christian hinself and in all the persons and circunstances
he encounters. The whole spiritual tradition of the church indicates,that
such sensitivity and fidelity are inpossible without tinmes given to silence
and recol | ected prayer.

It is then the mssion of every Christian to allow the Christ whomhe has
experienced and accepted in Hs own life to coomjiicate Hnself to all
who enter into contact with himthrough the gift of Hs Spirit. Through
the Spirit man is reborn into the life of Christ, and therefore into Hs
way of seeing, experiencing, responding to the other, both man and God,
and their inseparable relation to H nsel f.

There are different levels of this experience, beginning wth encounter
with the Rsen Christ which should normally lead to an entry to Hs
experience .of comng fromthe Father and going to the Father in the Spirit.
Thi s whol e process takes pl ace under the action of the Spirit; and the

life of a Christian becormes nore deeply contenplated in proportion as the
influence of the Spirit beconmes nore intense and continuous. Physi cal

"wi thdrawal " and "invol venent" are neans, not ends: in every Christian
life, as inthe life of Christ Hnself, there should be a rhythm of physical
wi t hdrawal and invol vemrent which will vary according to individual vocation
and tenperament, but is essential for a fuller self-gift to both God and
man.



SEDCS 71/ 746

42, Wiile the term"contenplation” is normally taken to apply primarily to
times of exclusive concentration or prayer, contact with one's fellow man
may be a deeply contenpl ati ve experience; since a serious concern and
exercise of responsibility for others is the criterion of the presence
of the Spirit inamn, (&, Jn, 13;3l)

43 « Only such a deep experience of God can give the inner freedomand courage
which will nake it possible for priests, religious and laity to live a
genui nely evangelical life, the lack of which is at present a naj or

obstacl e to evangel i sation.

44. InIndia this is especially necessary if Christians are to enter into a
truly fraternal relationship in the Spirit with their fellow countrymnen
whose own religious traditions are al so profoundly characterised by a sense
of anteriority and prayer which makes themkeenly aware of the i manence

of God in thenselves and in all things.

45, To foster this contenplative anareness in the Indian Church it is essential
that the life of religious comunities should be renewed so that it may
be nore in keeping with what they profess. In this connection smaller
comunities are recommended whi ch would be nore integrated into the life
of the people living poorly like themand nore easily accessible to them
These communities could formcentres of initiation into prayer which woul d
be open to the Christian laity and non-Christians. Full advantage shoul d
be taken of the flexibility allowed by the present liturgy to help the
whol e Christian community to enter into the heart of the Eucharistic
M/stery in a nore contenpl ative spirit,

46. There is urgent need for a theol ogy of prayer and work, and a catechesis
at all levels nore concerned with introducing Christians to a personal
experience of Christ than with training in prayer-formul ae.

47, The fornatioij of senminarians and religious shoul d be thoroughly renewed
inthis respect, with special attention to Indian ways of prayer. Short
intensive periods of initiation into or intensification of contenplative
prayer in the light of its relevance to evangelisation shoul d be provided
for "men in the field", A deep contenplative experience will provide a
source of inner strength which will enable themto neet difficulties and
even failure with faith and serenity. Even if he does not succeed in his
work, far fromlosing his sense of identity, the mssionary will find it
even nore deeply in his union with Christ who achi eved the greatest
fulfilment possible to man in failure and death.
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ROLE CF YOQUTH, LAITY, RELIG QJS, Bl SHOPS AND PR ESTS

48,

50-

51<

Inthe mssion of the Church in all its manifold aspects - Evangelisation,
D al ogue, Developrment ~ all are called to take an active part- Each is
called to make his contribution in accordance with his special charism
and mnistry within the comunity,

yprth; To oLir youth, in this turning point of the history of our I|and,

bel ongs a special place; to themis committed a special mssion- They

are to bring to the Church of India, with all their idealismand generosity,
but also with the responsibility and dedication that is theirs, the presence
of the newworld that is being born in our land, and the summons of our
future. They are asked to bring the passion for truth and honesty, the
ardour for justice and brotherhood, which is so splendidly theirs, into

the counsels of the Christian community. Their presence and partici pation
are vital tothe life of the Church, Ve only ask that their aspirations

be marked by a love of Christ and his Church, |f the India of tonorrow

is tobe anationbuilt ontruth and justice, freedomand | ove, it wll

be because our Christian youth will have taken soberly, in deeds, the

chal l enge which their faith lays upon themin the present hour- For it

is their faith in Christ which coomits themto give their best energies

and their lives to the building up, within our bel oved nation, of the city

of brot hers-

Laity; To the laity belongs the task of bringing the witness of the
gospel, its neanings and val ues, into every area of the tenporal order

and of thus working to renew the structures of the economc, social and
political life of Indian society and of all human relationships withinit:
this is their task; their baptismand confirnmation lays it upon them

they may showit, and Indian Catholics are called to respond to it with
an initiative, courage and responsibility worthy of their vocation- Their
Christian coomtrment al so denands that they participate in the work of
evangel i sation, Catechists are of invaluable service to the Church, great
attention should be paid in providing themw th suitable training,

Religious: The Religious intheir turn are called within the Christian
Community to give a particularly lunmnous witness of the presence within
it of the reality of the Paschal nystery already operative and victorious
inthis age, of the presence of the Ki ngdom even now di scernibl e during
our pilgrinmage- Religious communities are nmeant to be - especially in
our mssion land - centres where the reality - of living faith, daring
hope and a love that is totally given in service to God and to nmen are
to be found, in truth and radi ance-



52.

SEDC5 11/ | AN

They are called to share in the church's task of evangelising. Faced

with the circunstances in India today, Religious are required to insert
thenselves fully and in a spirit of service, into the country's determ ned
striving for devel opnent, whether in the social, economc, political,
scientific or educational field. Structures and ways, perhaps once effective
for this witness, but which today inhibit or obscure it, are thus to be
renoved or renewed. Contenplative communities of religiotis have a speci al
role in the Church for they bear splendid wtness to the najesty and | ove

of God, as well as to man's brotherhood in Christ, by their life of prayer,
wor ks of penance and sufferings® To be nore effective in India, contenplatives
shoul d bear witness in a nore visible manner to the peopl e anong whom t hey
live. « Inviewof the fact that present Christian contenplative life in
India, has not had the appeal that one woul d expect, a thorough reassess-
nment shoul d be nade of existing Indian contenplative vays of |life so that
this aspect of religious life may be a pov/erful visible witness to the
people of India. Religious in India should seek to cultivate and assinilate
such forns of religious life as are actually rooted in Indian soil and
acconmodat ed to the genuine religious traditions of the people-

Bi shops and Priests: Bishops and priests are called to serve and | ead the
Christian people in our country. They are asked to enbody and render
visible the presence of Christ as head of his people. In his nane they
are to speak the word that sunminons their people to the obedi ence of faith,
t he steadfastness of hope, the reality of |ove and service; in his nane
they are to gather his people and bring themto oneness around H s
Eucharistic deed. That Christ's presence may be credible in our time and
inour country, they are summned to a breadth of vision, a profound
understanding of India and the great novenents that are sweeping through
it today, an uncommon | ove of <y\xt peopl e and a comni+nent to the future
of our nation. They rrast truly nake their own the aspirations of their
peopl e; they rmust inspire their communities to participate in the great
task of nation building and the renewal of our society, as well as in the
opornmess and di al ogue whi ch cultural and religious pluralismevery day
nakes inperative"on all of us. The training of priests at present seens
to be alnmost exclusively geared to the needs of the existing Catholic
comunity and not to those of mission areas. Valuable efforts have i ndeed
al ready been made to give semnary traininc a nore pastoral orientation.
This should not be limted to merely the doctrinal aspects but shoul d
i ncl ude supervised and eval uated fiel d work, under conpetent staff. In
the teaching of theol ogy too the needs of the mssion to the peopl e of
I ndia should be kept clearly in view Students should be hel ped to study
and understand the thought and life patterns in the diverse religi ous
traditions of India and relate themto their o/n Christian insights.
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Wiile striving to fulfil its mssionin the world of today the Church
comits itself unreservedly to the world of tonmorrow, for though the shape
of the future is unlcnoan to us, Christ the Lord who has conquered sin and
death urges us forward- Together with nmen everywhere, the disciples of
Christ coomt thenselves to the task of building up a newworld in which
peace, justice and love will prevail, sustained by their trust in the
final and total victory of man in the kingdomof Christ's Father-



