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ANNOUNCEMENTS

e

Kindly remenber in your prayers Fr. Tonna's father, who died peacefully on December 5,
1973, after a long illness.

A telegram expressing the sympathy of all members of SEDOS has been sent to Father Tonna.
+4++

On 7th December 1973, Sister Godelieve Prové was elected Superior General of the Medical
Mission Sisters in succession to Sister Jane Gates, Vice President of SEDOS. Sister
Godelieve, of Belgian nationality, has been Provincial of Holland and Sector Superior
of East Asia., She also worked as a physician in Malawi.

et
e+

Sincerely yours,

Fr. Leonzio Bano, fscj:

.....

VIA DEL VERBITL 1. 00154 ROMA, C. P, 50. 80. TEL. 571350
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ASSEMBLY OF GENERALS

AGENDA

The Gencral Assembly will be held en I7th. December, 1973 ot the RSCT Generalate, Via MNo-
mentana, II8, The agenda is as follows:

Te Minutes of the last meeting (Assembly — 9th Oct. Bulle n® 32 — pp. 644/5)
2, Annual Report of the Executive Secrctary (See Bull. 73/38 ppe 755=7 = 5. 12. 73)
3 Budget for 1974
4q Group discussions ong
- a) Discussion of the rcport of Fr. Tonna
- b) Discussion of the budget
- ¢} Discussion on the present structures of SEDOS
Recommendations of the groups
5. .Vote orr the Budget

6 Admigssion of new members

Sincercly yours,

Fr. Theo VYan Asten, pb
President of SEDOS
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee of SEDOS met at the Generalate of the FSC, Via Aurelia 476 on
December 1st at 13 oclocke. It took the form of a business luncheon. Present were :
Father Van Asten, president, Sister Jane Gates, Sister Danita McGonagle, Sister Théreése
Mary Barnett, Father Willy Goossuns, Brother Charles Henry Buttimer, Absent because of
the illness of his father, the executive secrctary Father Tonna,

Brother Charles Henry acted as secretary.

The action on the minutes of the previous meeting was postponed until the subsequient mee=
ting because they had been received too late to be studied by the individual members.
Personnel of the Secretariat: Two additions are urgently needed: a full time documentalist.
When hq/she is engaged it will be time to evaluate the service that the documentation is
really rendering to the generazlates. The documentalist should be instructed to keep a re-
cord of all inquiries made in person or by letter to the documentation service, and every
three months during the coming year submit a report to the executive committee, No sooner
than six months after the full time documentalist is at work, the executive committee shall
make a preliminary evaluation of the use being made by the generalates of the documenta-
tion service. ‘

The sccond addition needed is a full time English language secretary, who will also be the
personal secrctary to Father Tonna. Two persons are under consideration, a priest of the
African Mission Society and a sister of the Ursuline Congregation. -

There was doubt that a clerk-typist will be needed if the English Language secretary is
secured, But it was thought prudent to include the salary for a clerk-typist in the budgct,
but to hire one, only if and when needed,

Sister Danita was asked to contact the Congregation that has not paid its membership fee
for the year 1973.

Catholic Medical Representative at Geneva: A reply from Dr. McGilvray, in response to our
inquiry, indicates that the successor to Sister Gilmary Simmons need not be either a doc-
tor or a registcred nurse; a person with qualifications in the general area of health ser-
vices, preferably with expericnces in the mission apostolate, and French speaking if pose
sible, will £il1l1 the need. It was noted that the nominee must have her name submitted to
the Secretariate of State, in early Jamary if at all possible., It was recommended that
contact be made with the Franciscan Missioners of Mary, the Canonesses of St. Augusting,
the Holy Family of Bordeaux Sisters, thc White Sisters, to see whether one of their Sis-
ters would be available for the Geneva assigmnment.
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Secretary General's Report. The unavoidable absence of TFather Tonna made the study of the
Report less satisfactory since it was felt that in a few places clarifications were needed,
and it was noted that Father Tonna clearly had the intention to elaborate certain parts

of the report orally. The tone of the rcport is a bit pessimistic and discouraged, but

this is quite understandablc given the number of members of the secrectariate who were ill
during the past semester and the resignation of key persons who have not yot been replaced.

Tt was felt by the group that SEDOS should aveid tolling missioncrs, who after all have had
a great decal of actual expericnec in the field, how they should try to cxercise their mis-
sion apostolate. SEDOS 1s at the service of the missioners to assist them according to their
expressed desires. The compotence of Father Tonna as a cxpert socioleogist gives him the
possibility of questioning some of the premises of the missioncer and affording the missioner
the opportunity of rethinking his / her premises and procedures.

The executive committee recognized the truth in the statement that scveral other organiza-—
tions are taking some of the work previously donc only or mainly by SEDOS (USG, UISG, Comini-
ssion of I8); yet we believe that SEDOS 1s very much needed, mnd if it did not exist we would
have tec create it for documentation, for sharing, for mutual assistance, It was felt that
we can be af assistance to other organizations, as we arc at present aiding the USG and UISG
in their preparation for the Synod. 0Of the women and men in Commission VI and the Commi-
ssion of IB, a gocd number are SEDOS members and they bring to their tasks the values they
have gained in SEDOS. Eight of the ten Superiors General elected to the Synod belong to
SEDOS Institutes. '

It was felt that SEDOS should not have a pre-determined program for the year, but that the
member generalates should submit the questions and the problems that need answers and so-
lutions, and that SEDOS should then mobilize its membership to work out the needed ans-
wers and solutions, if they cannot be found in the documentation section of the secretaria-—
te. Father Tonna will be able, when he has an English languagc secretary and documenta-
list, to visit thc generalates systematically, and in dialogue to seek ocut the questions
and problems that need to be rcsearched.

BUDGET : Sister Danita presented the finencial report for 1973 and the budget for the co-
ming year. It was noted that there is a deficit for the current ycar, which will be co-
vered by the surplus funds of previous years, the general assembly will be asked to consider
concrete means to assure a balanced budget for the coming year. Sister Danita will confer
with the treasurer of the White Fathers concerning possible placement of the funds irn our
bank balance to assure its being productive. It was noted that the increased printing cost
of Joint Venture and Public relations (esPecially the former) resulted in an Operating Expend
ses deficit; and that the szlaries of part-time employees (unforeseen in the budgeting for IS
covered by the funds budgeted for the full time personnel who had resigned from SEDOS se-
cretariate., Sicter Danita peointed out the cutlook for I574 1s for another deficit year.




SEDOS 73/767

General Assembly, Deccmber I17.

From 16 hours to 17, Sccretary Gencral wiil briefly present his report and answer questions
of clarifications, no discussion of report; Sister Danita will present the financial re-
port and budget, and answer qucstions of clarification, no discussion.

From I7‘hours to IP, croup discussions as follows: a) Discussion of the report of Father
Tonna, in view of each group making concrete suggestions for the work of SEDOS during the
coming year.'b) Discussion of the Budgcet in vicw of concrete suggestions to treasurcr to
reduce the forescen Deficit. c) Somc discussion on the present structures of SEDOS, be-
cause of the greatly incrcascd number of Congregations who are now mcombers, because of
the growing practicc of geoneral councils travelling as group and being frequently abscnt
from Rome. Onc suggestion reccived from a supcrior gcneral is that we plan quarterly or
biwmontly mcetings by regions, for example, Via Aurelia rcgion, Via Nomentana region, Via
Cassia region, in place of threc of the four quarterly mcetings, rcserving onc general
assembly for major decisions, elections, budgct approval.

At I8 oclocl, assembly to receive the recommendations of the groups, and to vote on the
budget.

It was recommended that the secretariate investigate the use of the Déughter of Charity
house on Via Ezio as being more central. It was surgested that the coffeq/tea service be
arranged during the group discussions, so as to save time for the wook of the assembly.

Admission of new members: The Executive committec voted unamimously to recommend to the
assembly the admission of the Salesian Congregation as members of SED0OS. It was voted to
invite the Consolata Fathers to pass from the status of observers to that of full member—
ship of SEDCS.

Father Goossens accepted to be chairman of the assembly on December I7th.

The next meeting of the Executive council will be on Jamuary 8th at 4 p.me

Recorder:
- Bros Ches He Buttimer, fsc
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NEWS FROM AMD FOR THE GENERALATES

're Je lLecuyer, CSS5P. Superior General, will visit Brazil from 8th January I974
till 27th February. e plans to visit Holy Ghost Fathers in Brazil, sterting in
llinas Gerais, Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paols and §. Catarina, then Acre and Amazonia.

Fr. L. Ledit will go to Libreville to attend a meecting of the 6 Major Supecriors
of Central fifrica, Jamary 4-8.

Sister Camacho, Superior General of RSCJ, is leaving Rome on December 26, visiting
Xorea and Taiwan, and back to Rome on January I8.

On March 23, 1974, Sisters Camacho, McKay and Saade will leave Rome to attend the
Pan American Asscmbly of Provincials.
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EVANGELISATION TN EAST AFRICA TODAY

Conclusions of the Rcgional Assembly of the Federation of Asian Bishops' Conference (FABC)
(from One Spirit, 24 October, 1973),

THE GENERAL CONCLUSIONS rcached by the participants of the First Regional Asscmbly of the
Federation of Asian Bisnops' Conferences (FABC) ~re prescnt.od with this SPRCIAL ISSUE of
(ne Spirite Approved by the eight delegates to the Assembly, these General Conclusions arc
an expression «f the unanimous ~greement of the cightecn partipants in the Asscmbly. The
genernal theme of the Asscombly wns "Evangcelisation in South-Last Asia Today".

The East-fAsian rogion is one of threc sub-rcgions of the FABC, a voluntary association whese
purpose is te foster sclidarity and co-responsibility for the welfare of the Church and So-
ciety in Asia. This first Regional Asscmbly, convened at Fujen University, Taipei, Taiwan
(R.0.C.), from August 21 to 26, was a partial prcparation for the General Assembly of the
FABC to bc held in Teipel Jduring the week of April 22, 1974.

Delegate participants tc the Asscmbly were Paul Cardinal Yu Pin and Archbishop Stanislaus
Lokuang of Chinaj Stephen Cardinal Kim Sou Hwan and Bishop Daniel Tji of Koreaj; Archbishop
Paul Nquyen Van Binh and Bishop F. X. Nguycn Van Thuan of Vietnam; Bishop Peter Lei of Hong
Kong; and Mgr. Arquiminio Redrigues da Costa of Macao.

Other participants included Archbishop Joseph Kuce, Bishops Peter Ishigami, Mariano Gaviola,
Julic . Labayen, Matthew Xia and Paul Cheng, Mgr. Joseph Ti Kang, Fathers Jehn Chang, Ed-
ward Malone, MM and John Davies who substituted for Mgr. Francesco Colasuonno, charge d'-
affaires a.i. of the Apostelic Nunciature in Taipei.

EVANGELISATION EAST ASTA TODAY

"Like the veast a woman took and mixed with three
measures of flour till it was leavened all through'
(Matt. 13: 33).

I. A Church in Diaspora

I. The Catholic Church in Last Asia today is 2 small minority of Christians, mixed with
an cvcerwhelming majority cf non=Christians. She is a "Church in Diaspora." The fact
that the Catholic Church is mirrored in the pecple's mind as a cohesive, rcligious
body, dissociated from politics c¢r other vested intcrests, definitely commands ros—
pect. There arc many who place much expectation in the Church for leadership, ini-
tiative nd ccoperationj this is often beyond her available resecurces. This situa-
tion, the similar problems we are facing, and most of all, the sensc of onencss in
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Christ, comrcl us, in a spirit of brotherly sclidarity, te unite and coordinate cur
spiritual and matcerial resources in our one apestolate. In this first ccllegial ~p=-
proach to the commen problems of cvangelisation in East Asia today, we want to for-
mulate cur major concerns and presont them to our brothers-bishops, priests, r«li-
gious cnd laity- as a concrete result of A most enriching and stimulating sharing

of views cnd cxpericnccs.

China, Japan, Xoreqo, Victnam, Hongkeng and Faeac nre countrics with enduring common
bonds of a high cultural and rcligious tradition. The way of life, thc mentality of
their people, from a remcte past to cur present day, have been permeated with the
tcachings of Confucianism, Budchism, Tacism nd cther oriental trends of thought.
The overall modernization and swift changes we are witnessing teday have already
brought about a radical change from the past. Yet there is considerablc insecurity
regarding the future. This is particularly true for the younger generations The so-
cial conditions lay barc the reality of divided countrics, with a large part of their
copulation separated, polarization in violently conflicting ideologies and & prolon-
ged state of war. There are also problems of rescttlement and reconstruction as well
as poverty for a majority of peorle in a context of rapid economic development and
ever~increasing population. The booming material progress visible in the industria-
lization and urbanization of our regiocn should not allow us to forget our anxious
concern over thc quest for peace and social justice.

IT1., CULTURAL ADAPTATICON

3

4

The Catholic Church is a sign of salvation for all nations. The Second Vatican Coune
cil's tecaching that Christ's universal salvific will is not limited to the visible
unity of thc Church shoulcd in no way leasen the fervor of evangelisation. This will
always consist in "bringing tomarkind the light kindled from the Gospel, and putting
at its disposal those saving rescurces which the Church itsclf, under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, receives from her Founder" (GeS., 3). Conversion to Christian
Faith is not to be percaived as & rupture with our cultural heritage but rather as

a marvelcus fulfilment far beyond our expectations. Evangelisation should impel us
to study further the valié spiritual values contained in our cultural and religious
traditions.

We must, then, make a conscious and enlightencd effort to assume and integrate thosc
valucs ~nd religicus currents of thought that have informed the life of our countries
through the ages. Otherwise, the Christian message will continue tc be an idiom fo-
reign tc our local culture, and we shall remain a minority unable to permeatc the
mainstream of our pcoples' lives, Our traditicnal philosophics and religions can be
good precursors for Christ in today's world. The Confucian philosophy in particular,
with its ideal of humanity, its valuc=concepts of charity, justice, filial piecty,
harmony between Ged, man and the universe, can do much to illumine and to help us
understand the divine revelation of God as cur Father and the universal brotherhaod
of men, thus contributing tc the Cathelic richness of Christianity. '
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5. Without falling inte 2 sort of revivalism of the cbsolate, we must address our of-

forts cof adaptation to the present—-day Cast Asiam as he is, and not as he is suppo~
sed to be, or as we wish him to be: “n presenting the Gospel, we should be sensitive
to the special frame of mind and attitude te life procecding from oriental wisdona
Centinued adaptaticn in liturgy and catechesiz, the revitalization of the traditionsl
family as the malnstay of fraternity and a greater sharing, reenonsibility and sacri-
Pice for ocur fellow man canm contribute towards a decper cultural integration of the
Gospelts message inte the life of the people. But , in order gradually to elaborate

a Catholic theclogy which will be fully ours, theclegicel dialoguc and rescarch nre
cssential. The teaching of criental thought and rcligions in our higher ecucaticnal
institutions an” thce preparation of good theclegians who arc expert in both tradi-
tional and modern systems of thought, arc obsolutcly necessary.

I'7. SOCIAL REALITIDS

6. (ne can be sure thnt the genuine expectations which pcople in our countries hopa frr
from the Church can still bc met. However, this can only be on one basic conditiong
namely, that the Church, facing teday's social realitics, sharing the cnguish, suffe-
‘ring and toil of the people, make the Good Samaritan's love incarnate by her action.
Evangclisation today in East Asia must reassert in deeds more than in worde, our Jull
commitment to establish a better world through inteoral human devclopment anc tho
ncedeé rcform of structural abuscs. The catholic Church in our countries cannot 1ok
herself be considered a mere haven for individual consciences. For evangelisation
and credibility, faithful te her prophetic mission, she must présentfcledrly her sa-
ving truth which is thc best answer to the wrongs in society. She must intensify her
action in the fields of justice and charity. Only then will she £ind credibality and
relevance for tho vast majority of Asians.

7+ In helping the poor, we nocd comprchensive planning and cooperaticn. If all the East
Asian Confercnces of Bishops coopcrate, much can be accomplished. If the Confernces
of Bishops throughout the world cocperate, perhaps we may ovan ehance world struce-
‘tures. Nevertheless, cach must start within his own country to promote social justice,
side by side with those in greatcer need. Particularly, we have to search for a posi-
tive human mnd Christian solution to the rapidly growing population which has become
a majer concern for our countries. Yo pesitively encourage and promete thc responsible
contribution of science to the question of population control, provided it is accor-
ding to the divine law in the light of ocur cternal destiny. We are committed to ime
pressing on all the duty of responsible parenthood by legitimate means. However, our
stand against abortion, based on roespect for human life, is absolute.

8. Our solidarity with the pocor leads us tc re-cxamine our own personal attitude toward
Christian poverty and detachment. The attracticn of cxample is well corroborated by
the hidden and effective apcstolate of those who live poorly with the poor. They are
deeply admircd and loved even by athceists. This is an excellent approach tc atheism in
its present Asian form. It is perhaps the only valid answer to the widespread opinion
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that the Catholic Church is - r.ligion which favors the rich, and contredicts the
very sign of authinticity Christ Himsclf gave her when he said:

"The spirit of the Lerd has boen given me, for he has nnointed me. Ho
has sent me to bring the good news to the poer, to proclaim liberty to
captiveses.” (Luke 4318),

iV. Ynuth

9, We focus our most anxicus concorn on youna pecple, not only thosc Catliclics whe arc
undcer our immedinte pastoral solicitwde, but alse the teeming millions of young non-
Christians. With o consciousncss of grave rosponsibility before Christ, we sce the
urgent necessity to bring the Gospel to them in o way and im a form which c¢can answer
their aspirations. To be attuncd to our yeung people is imperative. They do not re-
ject moral and spiritual valucs, but they want to receive them in their cwn way, They
do not reject their religions and cultural heritage, Although they break away from
mach of the conformism of the past; they want to keep whaot is really rcelevant to theoid
life today. Wc perceive in them an earnest search for meaning, moral rectitude, spi-
ritual ideals, and o thirst for justicc which is ecne of the beatitudes:

"Hnppry those who hunger and thirst for what is

right: they shall bec satisfied" (Matt. 5:6).
We are also awarc of the temptations of our youth, e¢ither in the easy pursuit of ime
mediate interests, or the attractiventss.of ideglogies and movements- of violence, or
giving way to despaire Their indifference te religion is often due to a lack of adap-
tation in cur rcligious education, an inadequate presentation ¢f the message of Chris
or cven because our own Witnecss of Christian life is blurred in the{ffyeé.

I0., We cannct afford to lose the cexpanding population of lively young people, whether
they be laborers, studcnts, technicians cor those aspiring to tht peoficssional fields.,
We need to find new ways to communicate with them, decpen our contact with them, and
bring them to Christ., We should select and prepare gifted personnel for this purpose.
Leadershir training of youth is 2 matter £ great urgency. We must also cocperatc in
organizing youth services in our own localities, so as te minister to students who
come to us from other countries,

V. UFDATING OUR APOSTOLIC FORMATION

11. The updating of oursclves as bisheps ond priests os well as the updating of the for-
mation of seminarians and laymen, is another essential condition f£or a far-rcaching
evangelical renewnl in cur countries. We realize the pregress made in the iIndigeni-
zation of the hicrarchy, the secular and roligious clargy, ~nd the roligious congro-
gations of women. We rcjeice in the remarkable movements of apestolic initiative amen
an increasing number of laymen. Wo¢ feel deeply the pressing need of mobilizing frcsp
forces with present-day training teo bring the Gospel to cur countrymen in these if-
ficult times. We see the neced to engage in a rcnewal of our prescnt seminary forma-—
tion programs.
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Seminarians today express Joubts abcut the adaptation of their training. They fecl

it has too little bearing on the actual pastoral werk of the priest. A good approach
to the nreblems of formation would be to combine spiritual, intellectual and pasto-
ral training, with -n emphissis on the pastopal miniscry, as the main goals We need ex-
pcrts to update ou totrl appreach. The YRatic Institutionis Sacerdotalis" gives di-
rection, but we hove to discover how to put its excoellunt principlces into practice

in cur own cultural ceontcoxt. A concrete step will be to have the rectors and profes—
scrs of seninnrics in our region meet tegether te liscuss A common appreoach to pro-
blems, and in particular the concrete wnay of giving morc emphasis te the teaching

of our own indigenous philcsophics mnd religions.

Specific means of fermation arc necded for our laymen engaged in cvangelisation.
This deeper fermation can be given through Rible study, retrcats, scminars, thcoloe
gical coursces and the learning of special skills,., Lay leaders from our different
countrics should have contact with cnc anothoer.

Apostolie formation should not end with the seminary. Refresher ecurses should bo

well crganized, perbaps in a cycle program, over the years. In this updating of pas-
toral formation, the modernizing of our catechetical training requires particular
attentien. This is a field in which experts from our different countries could_ coapera
te_to-muke - thg religious. education o young: people-wore.zdapted to the osriental mernta-
lity, while using the advemtages of modern methods.

ADOPTED PROPOSALS

I5.

16.

17,

184

Until the next Regional Assembly, the President of the Chinese Bishops' Conference
will continue the work 'of coordination and communication at the regional level (cf-
statutes of GARC, art. 27). The Bishops® Conferences of the regicn will then take
turns in assuming this serviee. '

The next Regional Assembly will be comvenc? in Xorea in 19763 the President of thc
Bishops' Confcrunce of Korea will assumc the responsibility of convener.

By a deeper andl sustained study of cur traditional cultures and religicns, we will
centinue tc develop more fully the work on principles of "Indigenization", Bishop
Paul Cheng, convepar of the Regional Theological Committee, 1s entrusted with the
execution of this proposal.

Within a year, we will call e meeting of the rectors of seminaries of our Bast Asian
region.,
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19. It is rccommended that concrete stops be taken to crganize in cach country a socicty
of assistancc tc the Church of Silence. Locol Bishops, however, will decide on the
feasibility of this recommendation.

VII.CLOSING 'TORD; Church of Silencc

20¢ To c¢lose thic historical ov.nt of cur first Regional Asscembly of East Asian Bishops,
we turn our heorts toward the Church « £ Silence in China, Korcea and Vietnam. Yo arc
decply saddene” because of tho [ resent impossibility of free contact with our brothors
bishops, priests, and Faithful. Ye extend to them our grectings and the assurance of
our support through personcl prayer and the Eucharistic Sacrifice, as we yearn for
the day of rcunion ond freedom of communicatioha

May Our Lndy in her mercy obtain for
us this Tavor from her Divine Soh.





